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PREFACE 


This, the fourth volume of The British Campaign m 
France amd Fla/nd&ra, carries the story through the 
long and arduous fighting of 1917, which cuhniaated 
in the dramatic twofold battle of Oambrai. These 
events are out deep into the permanent history of 
the world, and we are still too near it to read the 
whole of that massive and tremendous inscription. 
It is certain, however, that this year marked the 
period in which the Allies gained a definite military 
ascendancy over the German forces, in spite of the 
one great subsequent rally which had its source in 
events which were beyond the control of the Western 
powers. So long aa ink darkens and paper holds, 
our descendants, whose freedoin. has been won by 
these exertions, will dwell earnestly and with reverence 
upon the stories of Arras, Messiues, Ypres, Cambrai, 
and other phases of this epic period. 

I may be permitted to record with some thank¬ 
fulness and relief, that in the course of three thick 
volumes, in which for the first time the detailed battle¬ 
line of these great encounters has been set out, it has 
not yet been shown that a brigade has ever been 
out of its place, and even a battalion has seldom 
gone amiss. Such good fortune cannot last for ever., 
AhsU, omm ! But the- fact is worth recording, as. it 
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may reassure the reader wIlo has natural doubts 
whether history which is so recent can also lay claim 
to be of any permanent value. 

The Ocnsorship has left me unirammeUed in the 
matter of units, for which T am sufficiently giateful. 
The ruling, however, upon the question of names 
must be esplained, lest it should seem that their 
appearance or suppression is due to lack of knowledge 
or to individual favour or caprice. I would explain, 
then, that I am peimitted to use the names of Army 
and Covps Oommanders, but only of such divisional 
Gonerals as are mentioned in the Headquarters 
narrative. All other ranks below divkional Generals 
are stiU suppressed, save only casualties, in connection 
with the action where they received the injury, and 
those who won honours, with the same limitation. 
This regulatioh has little efieot upon the accuracy of 
the narrative, but it appears in many cases to involve 
some personal injustice. To record the herpic deeds 
of a division and yet be compolled to leave out the 
name of the man who made it so efficient, is painful 
to the feelings of the writer, for if any one fact is 
clearer than another in this waj‘ it is that the good 
leader makes the good unit. 

The tremendous epic of 1918 will call for two 
volumes in its treatment. One of these, bringing the 
story up to June 30, 1918, is already completed, and 
should appear by the summer. The other may be 
ready at the end of the year. 

ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE. 


CaowBonovaB, 
January 20, 1919. 
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CHAPTER I 

THB G-EHMAN RETREAT TJPOfif THE ARRAS-SOISSONB 
PBOOT 

Hindonbuig'a retreat—The advanoo of the Kfth and Eonrlli Armiaa— 

Capture of Bapanme and Teronno—^Atrooioua devaetatlon by the 
Germans—Capture of guns at Selenoy—Definition of the Hinden- 
burg Line—General survey. 

In the latter days of 1916 and the beginning of 1917, onAnEa 
the British Army, which had in little more than two 
years expanded from seven divisions to over fifty, 
took over an increased hne. The movement began Retreat 
about Christmas time, and early in the New Year 
Rawlinson’s Fourth Army, side-stepping always to sowsmb 
the south, had covered the whole of the French 
position occupied during the Somme fighting, had 
crossed the Somme, and had established its right 
flank at a point near Roye. The total front was 
increased to 120 miles, which inay seem a small 
proportion as compared to the whole. In making 
such a comparison, however, one must bear in mind 
the difference in the effort of sustaining an army in 
one’s own country and in a foreign land with aU 
communications by water. The task of the British 
was continually made more difficult by the precarious 
nature of their connection with their base. Dulness 
of vision may be as dangerons to a nation ae tceason, ’ 
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2 THE BEITISH CAMPAIGN, 1917 

and no enemies could have harmed the countiy more 
than those perfectly Bincete and patriotic individuals 
who had for so long opposed the construction of 
a Channel Tunnel. 

The general disposition of the British forces after 
this prolongation to the south was as follows. Plumer’s 
Second Army still held that post of danger and of 
honour which centred round the Ypres salient. 
South of Pltuner, in the Armentikes district, was the 
First Army, now commanded by General Horne, whose 
long service with the Fifteenth Corps during the 
Somme Battle had earned him this high promotion. 
AUenby’s Third Army carried the line onwards to the 
south of Arras. From the point upon which the 
British line had hinged during the Somme opera¬ 
tions Gough’s Fifth Army took over the fronl, and 
this joined on to Eawlinson’s Fourth Army neat 
the old French position. From the north then 
the order of the armies was two, one, three, five, 
and four. 

The winter was spent by both sides in Uoking their' 
wounds after the recent severe fighting and in pre¬ 
paring for the greater fighting to come. These 
preparations upon the part of the British consisted 
in the addition to the army of a number of fresh 
divisions, and the rebuilding of those divisions, fifty- 
two in number, which had taken part in the Somme 
fighting, most of them more than once. As the 
average loss in these divisions was very heavy indeed, 
the task of reconstructing them was no light one. 
None the less before the campaign re-opened, though 
tile interval was a short three months, the greater- 
part of the battalions were once again at full strength, 
whole the guns and munitions were very greatiy w.-* 
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creased. A considerable addition to tbe strengtli of the 
army was eEeoted by the civilian railway advisers, 
under Sir Eric Geddes, who by the bimple expedient 
of pulling up their own hnes at home, and relaying 
them in Franco, enormously improved the com¬ 
munications of the army. 

In the case ol the Germans their army changes 
took the form of a considerable new levy Rom those 
classes which had been previously judged to be unfit, 
and a general comb-out of every source from which 
men could be extracted. A new law rendered every 
citizen liable to national service in a civilian capacilgr, 
and so released a number of men from the mines and 
the factories. They also increased the numbers of 
their divisions by the doubtful expedient of reducing 
the hrigadoB, so that the divisions were shorn of a 
third of their strength. The battalions thus obtained 
were formed into new divisions. In this way it was 
calculated that a reserve force had been created 
which would he suddenly thrown in on one or the 
other front with dramatic effect. Some such plan 
may have been in contemplation, but as a matter 
of fact the course of events was such that the 
Gorman generals required every man and more for 
there own immediate needs during the whole of 
the year. 

It has been shown in the narrative of 1916 how 
the British had ended the campaign of that year by 
the brilliant little victory of Beaumont Hamel, which 
gave them not merely '7000 prisoners, but command 
of both sides of the Yalley of the Anore. This victory 
had been the sequel to the capture of the Thiepval 
Eidge, and this again had depended upon the general 
success of the Somme operations, so that the turn of 
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4 THE BRITISH OAJSIPAIGN, 1917 

events whiol. led to such considerable results always 
traces back to the tragic and glorious Ist of July. 
It was clear that whenever the weather permitted 
the resumption of hostilities, Sir Douglas Haig was 
in so commanding a position at this point that he 
was perfectly certain to drive the enemy out of the 
salient which they held to the north of Beaumont 
Hamel. The result showed that this expectation, was 
well founded, but no one could have foreseen how 
considerable was the retreat which would be forced 
upon the enemy—a retreat which gave away for 
nothing the ground which cost Hindenburg so much 
to regain in the following year. 

Although the whole line from the sea to the 
Somme was a scene of activity during the winter, 
and though hardly a day, or rather a night, went by 
that some steaJbhy party did not cross ITo-Man’s- 
Land to capture and to destroy, still for the purposes 
of this narrative the three northern armies may be 
entirely ignored in the succeeding operations since 
they had no occasion to alter their Ifares. We shall 
fix our attention in the first instance upon Gough's 
Army in the district of the Ancre, and afterwards 
upon Bawlinson’s which was drawn into the operations. 

Gongh’s Army consisted, at the beginning of the 
year, of three corps, the Fifth (E. A. Fanshawo) to 
the left covering the ground to the north of tho 
Ancre, the Second Corps (Jacob) immediately south 
of the river, and the First Australian Corps (Birdwood) 
extending to the junction with Rawlinson’s Army, 
and covering the greater part of the old British hne 
upon the Somme. It was upon the Fifth and the 
Second Corps that the immediate operations which 
opened the campaign were to devolve. 
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Th,e Eifth Corps was formed at this period 
of three divisions, the Eleventh, Thirty-first, and 
Seventh. Each of these divisions by constant pres¬ 
sure and minor operations, backed by a powerful 
artillery fire, played a part in the wearing process of 
constant attrition which ended in making the position 
of the Germans impossible. On January 10, the 
32nd Yorkshire Brigade of the Eleventh Division 
carried an important trench due east of Beaumont 
Hamel, talcing 140 prisoners. On the neat day the 
movement extended farther north, where three- 
quarters of a mile of trench with 200 prisoners was 
the prize. On January 17, another 600 yards north 
of Beaumont fell into British hands. Of the 1228 
prisoners who were taken in January a oonsiderabte 
proportion came from this small section of the line, 
though the largest single haul consisted of 360 men 
who were captured by a brilliant advance of the 
Australians in the Le Transloy sector upon January 20. 

The movement along the valley of the Ancre was 
continued in Eebruary, but at an accelerated pace, 
the Second Corps, which consisted of the Sixty-third, 
Eighteenth, and Second DivMons, moving in con¬ 
formity with Eanshawe’s men upon the northern 
bank. The chief initdative still rested with the 
latter, and upon February 3 another push forward 
of 600 yards upon a mile front yielded a hundred 
more prisoners, while two sharp counter attacks by 
the Germans only served to increase their losses. 
A number of small sprus run down to the river 
upon the northern bank, and each of these suc¬ 
cessive advances represented some fresh ridge sur¬ 
mounted. Upon February 6 the Second Corps was 
moving upon Beaucourt, which is to the immediate 
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south of the river, and upon the 7th the village was 
evacuated—the first of that goodly list which was to 
adorn the official oommuniqufis during the next 
two months. On the 9th the advance crept on¬ 
wards upon both banks, gathering up a hun¬ 
dred prisoners, while eighty more wero taken in 
Baillescouit Earm upon the north banlc. These 
men were Hamburgers of the 86th Regiment. 
Upon February 10 the left of the Fifth Corps began 
to feel out towards Serre, that village of sinister 
memories, and 216 prisoners were taken from the 
trenches to the south of the hamlet. This provoked 
•a new counter from the enemy which was beaten back 
upon February 12. A period of impossible weather 
sfispended the advance, but again upon February 17 
the British tide swelled suddenly into a wave which 
swept forward on either bank, engulfing some crowded 
trenches north of BaiUescourt Farm, which yielded 
12 officers and 761 men of the 66th, 76th, and 396th 
Prussians. The main success was gained by the 
Sixty-third Division upon the left of the Second 
Corps, hut it was aided by the work of the Eighteenth 
and Second Divisions to the south of the Ancre. 
The latter met with strong resistance and had con¬ 
siderable losses. The burden of this work fell dually 
upon the 99th and 64th Brigades, both of which 
reached their objectives in the face of mist, darkness, 
uncut wire, heavy fixe, and vigorous resistance. This 
blow stung the enemy into a sharp reaction, and 
three waves of infantry stormed up to the lost 
position, which for a time they entered, hut were 
agaiu beaten out of. During their temporary success 
they claim to have taken 180 prisoners. 

All these advances, with their accompanying and 
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ever-extending bombardments, bad been like those 
multiplied canses, each small in itself, which eventually 
loosen and start a great landslide. The effect must 
undoubtedly have been begun some weeks before 
when the Germans perceived that they could no 
longer hold on, and favoured by wind, rain, and fog, 
started their rearward movement to the great per¬ 
manent second Una, the exact position of which was 
still vague to the Allies. Upon February 25 the 
whole German front caved' in for a depth of three 
miles both north and south of the Ancre. Wading 
through seas of mud Gough’s infantry occupied Serre, 
Pys, Miraumont, Eaucourt, Warlencourt, and all the 
ground for eleven miles from Gomieoourt in the 
north to Gueudecourt in the south. On February 28 
Gomieoourt itself had been oceu{)ied by the North 
Country troops of the Thirty-first Division, while 
Puisieux and TluUoy had also been added to the 
British line. The advance was not unopposed. The 
battle-patrols continually extended to attack some 
trench of snipers or nest of machine-guns. Mined 
roads and all manner of obstructions impeded the 
onward flow of the army. The retreat was orderly 
and skilful, and the pursuit was necessarily slow and 
wary. By a pleasing ooinoidence the Thirty-first 
Division, which occupied Serre, was the same brave 
North Country Division which had lost so heavily 
upon July 1 and November 13 on the same front. 
On entering the village they actually foimd the 
bodies of some of their own brave comrades who had 
got as far forward seven months before. 

On March 4 the advance whieh had steadily con¬ 
tinued in the north spread suddenly southwards to 
Bouchavesnes north of Petomxe, the sector held 
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8 THE BRITISH CAMPAIGN, 1917 

by the Twentieth and Forty-eighth Divisions of 
Rawlinson’s Army, which from this time onward was 
more and more engaged in the forward movement. 
Three machine-guns and 172 prisoners were taken. 
There was some interruption of the operations at this 
stage owing to severe snowstorms, but upon March 10 
Irles, west of Bapaume, was taken by assault by the 
Eighteenth Division. This was a formidable point, 
well wired and trenched, so that the artillery in fuU 
force was needed for preparation. The infantry went 
forward before sunrise, and within an hour the village 
with 16 machine-guns and 290 prisoners was in British 
hands. The 1 osses were light and the gain substantial. 
Grevillers also fell next day. This advance in front 
of Bapaume was of importance as it turned Loupart 
Wood, forming part of a strong defensive line 
which might have marked the limit of the German 
retreat. It was clear from that day onwards that 
the movement was not local but far reaching. The 
enemy was still too strong to be hustled, however, 
especially upon the northern sector of the operations, 
where Jacob’s Second Corps was feeling the German 
Hne along its whole front. An attempt at an advance 
at Bucquoy upon the night of March 13, carried 
out by the 137th Brigade of the Forty-sixth 
North Midland Division, met with a check, though 
most bravely attempted. The two battalions con¬ 
cerned, the 6th South Staffords and 6th North 
Staffords, found themselves entangled in the darkness 
amid uncut wire and suffered oonsiderahlo loss before 
they could extricate themselves from an impossible 
position. 

On March 19 and 20 the whole movement had 
become much more pronounced, and the French as 
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well as tlie British wore moving over a seventy-mile 
front, extending from Arras in the north to Soissons 
in the south. Each day now was a day of joy in 
Eranoe as some new strip of the fatherland was for a 
time recovered, but the joy was tempered by sorrow 
and anger as it was learned with what barbarity the 
Germans had conducted their retreat. To lay a 
country waste is no new thing in warfare. It has 
always been held to be an occasional military necessity 
though the best coimnauder was he who used it least. 
In all Napoleon’s career it is difi&cult to recall 
an instance when he devastated a district. At the 
same time it must be admitted that it comes within 
the recognised chances of war, and that when Sher¬ 
man’s army, for example, left a black weal across the 
South the pity of manJdnd was stirred but not its 
conscience. It was very different here. These devils 
—or to be more just—-these devil-driven slaves, with a 
malignity for which it would be hard to find a parallel, 
endeavoured by every means at their oommand to 
ruin the country for the future as well as for the 
present. Buildings were universally destroyed, in¬ 
cluding in many cases the parish churches. Historical 
monuments, such as the venerable Castle of Coney, 
were blown to pieces. Eamily vaults were violated 
and the graves profaned. The furniture of the most 
humble peasants was systematically broken. The 
wells were poisoned and polluted. Worst of all, the 
young fruit-trees were ringed so as to destroy them for 
future seasons. It was considered the last possibiliiy 
of savagery when the Mahdi’s men cut down the slow- 
growing palm-trees in the district of Hongola, but 
every record upon earth has been swept away by the 
barbarians of Europe. As usual these outrages 
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reacted upon the criminals, for they confi’ined those 
grim resolutions of the Allies which made that peace 
by corapromise for which the Gormans were eternally 
working an absolute impossibility. Their Clausewitz 
had taught them that it is of supreme importance to 
make peace before there comes a turn of the tide, but 
he had not reckoned upon his descendants being so 
brutalised that a peace with them was a seH-fevident 
impossibility. 

Turning from the deeds of savages to those of 
soldiers, we have now to trace the progress and scope 
of the great German retreat, the first pronounced 
movement upon either side on the Western Front 
since September 1914. From Arras to Roye the 
British Army was advancing while the movement was 
carried on to Soissons by the French. On the curve 
of the trenches the front measured more than a 
hundred miles. So close was the touch between the 
two Allied armies that the patrols of French and 
British cavalry rode together into Nesle. On March 
18 the Australians had occupied Bapaxune, with the 
Seventh Division moving upon their loft and the 
Twentieth upon their right, the cavalry fringe being 
formed of the Indian Lucknow Cavalry Brigade of 
the Fourth Division. To the south the Warwick 
Brigade of the Forty-eighth South Midland Division 
passed through Peionne. At each end of the long 
curve the Germans hdd fast, Arras in the north and 
Soissons in the south being the two fixed points, but 
the country between, to a depth of ten miles in the 
British sector and of thirty rdles in the French, was 
rapidly overrun by the Allies, the cavalry patrols 
feeling their way everywhere while the infantry 
followed hard upon the heels of the horses. Guns and 
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munitions hatl beeix successMly removed by tbe 
Germans but incredible quantities of barbed wire and 
oilier defensive material bad been, abandoned in tbeir 
positions. Towards the end of March the left of the 
Erencb and the right of the British were in touch in 
the immediate front of St, Quentin, There had been 
scattered fighting aU along the linei and the resistance 
thickened each day, so fiat it was evident that the 
fin al German position had been nearly reached. On 
March 24 the AustraHans had a sharp fight at Beau- 
metz between Bapaume and Cambrai. The vdlago 
was taken, lost, and retaken with considerable loss 
upon both sides. It was clear that in this quarter a 
definite German line had been approached. Similar 
reports soon came in from Croisillea, from Lagnicouit, 
from Ronssoy, from Jeancouxt, and all along from 
Arras to St. Quentin. So gradually the femous 
Hindenburg line defined itself, and the iUlied Generals 
became more clearly aware of the exact nature and 
extent ol this new German position. Early in April, 
by pushing up to it and brushing aside the advanced 
forces which screened it, its outlines were more 
clearly mapped. This process of definition led to 
more serious fighting, the worst of which, as will 
presently be shown, fell upon the Australians at 
Bullecourt, some ten miles from the Arras end of tie 
new line’. Some foretaste, however, of the consider¬ 
able resistance which they were about to meet with 
in their section was encountered by the Australians 
at Noreuil on April 2, The brunt of-tke attack upon 
the village was bomo by the South Australians, who 
behaved with great gallantry, having to rush a difficult 
position intersected by sunken roads. A small body 
of the stormers, some sixty in number, were cut off 
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C!nA.m.B a^d overwhelmed, but the main body captured the 
village, taking 137 German prisoners. Among other 
osmian skirmishes occurring at the beginning of April 

iietioat was one at Epehy, fifteen miles north of St. Quentin, 
ArrM^**” where the 144th Brigade of the Forty-eighth South 


IS.**" Midland Division cleared the hamlet and sugar 
Avui. factory of St. Emilie. In this operation, which was 
carried out chiefly by the 4th Gloucesters, S officers 


and 80 men fell, but the German loss was consider¬ 


able. A few days later the 146th Brigade of the 
same division distinguished itself by the capture after 
sharp fighting of Roussoy and of Lempire, the 
first village being carried by the 4th Berks and the 
latter by the 6th Gioucesters. This brought the 
British line in that qnarter up to the filial German 
position. 


Some sharp fighting had also taken place at Savy 
and Selenoy to the immediate west and north-west of 
St. Quentin, upon the front of the Thirty-second 
Division, which, together with the Thiity-ffith and 
Sixty-first, had been pressing the Gorman Hue. (hi 
the morning of Apiil 2 the 14th Brigade of this 


division was ordered to attack Solenoy. On the 
two previous days the village of Savy had been 
taken, and a strong attack made upon the Bois do 
Savy by the 98th and 97th Brigades. The advance 
of Aprfl 2 was at early dawn and the veteran 
2nd Manchester Battalion was in the lead. The 


whole operation was conducted under heavy 
machine-gun fire, but by swift movement and a 
judicious use of the ground the losses were mini¬ 
mised. Whilst the Lancashire men made direct 


for the village the 15th Highland Light Infantry 
kept pace with them upon their right flank. A 
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battery of six German field-gims opened fire in OHAm:a 
the very faces of the stormers, but 0 Company 
of the Manchesters, with admirable steadiness and 
presence of mind, swerved to each aide and rushed the Botioat 
guns from the flank, capturing them all. The attack 
wasatSA.M., and by 6.30 the whole objective had been 
captured. No fucker advance was possible as the April, 
front line was already close to St. Quentin, which was 
a German stronghold. The position at the end of the 
action was that the village was in the hands of the 
British but that the six guns with their caisBons were 
in the open where the Germans could cover them with 
their fire. The victors were determined to have their 
trophies, and their enemy was no less eager to make it 
impossible. The moment that darlmess had fallen 
a party of Manchesters, under the lead of Lieut. 
Thomas, the adjutant, and lieut. Ward of the 161st 
R.E.A., endeavoured to man-handle the guns into 
the British lines, but directly they began to baul so 
sharp a fire of shrapnel was opened at a range of 
800 yards that they were compelled to desist. A 
covering party of the 16th Eighiand Light Infantry 
lay round the guns till dawn, and during the day they 
remained safe under the rifles of the infantry. At 
eight o’clock 'on April 3 a further attempt to bring 
them in was made by Major Lumsden of the Staff, with 
Lieutenants Ward and Lomax of the gunners. Horse 
teams were brought down, and amid a t,emfic barrage 
the gun wheels began at last to revolve. Maddened 
by the sight seen under the glare of their star shells, 
the German infantry surged forward and for a time 
were all round the Iffighlanders who still guarded the 
guns. One small party of Germans dashed in upon 
the guns with a charge of dynamite and managed to 
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cnAPii® blow in. tbe breech of one of them. I'hey were driven 
off, however, and the six guns were all brought in, 
Gtripan Upon April 4 the six artillery caissons were also 

Boll eat salved. So ended a most satisfactory Uttle operation 

nia •^ybicb Major Lunaden received a Victoria Gross 
and later the command of a brigade, while the other 
Ajjui. officers weie decorated. 

On April 2 in the north of the new Liao, near 
the spot where very great things were pending, 
Snow’s Seventh Corps had taken Henin and CroisiJles, 
with the aid of the Fifth Army upon their right. 
It was a small operation in itself, but it was preparing 
the jumping-off place for the great battle of April 9. 
There was continued bickering along the line where the 
British were pushing in the German outliers. Tu 
this work the Thirty-fifth Division in the Epehy 
district distinguished itself greatly during the early 
summer- One attack upon a Hll hdd by the Germans 
and carried by the I6th Chesters and 15th Sherwoods 
of the 106th Brigade was particularly brilliant. In 
addition, upon April 4, the village of Metz with 
the adjoining position was taken after a sharp fight 
by the 69th Brigade of the Twentieth Division. The 
10th and 11th K.R.R. were the battalions chiefly 
engaged in this fight, which at one time had an 
ugly aspect, as the Germans slipped into a gap 
between the Twentieth on the left and the Eighth 
Division on the right. They were cleared out, how¬ 
ever, and the line was advanced beyond the village to 
the right of the Australians. 

A more serious action was that which began upon 
April 18, when tho Thirty-second Division was 
ordered to support tiie left of the French in their 
unsuccessful attack upon St. Quentin. The task 
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assigned to the Britisli division, with the Thirty-fifth 
Division co-opcrating upon its left, was to attack 
the village of Fayet. This was carried out very 
gallantly by the 97th Brigade, with the 2nd York 
Light Infantry a®d the 16th Highland Light Infantry 
in the lead. The village with 100 prisoners was 
taken at the first rush, but it was found to be more 
difficult to get possession of a wood called the Twin 
Copses, beyond the village. So severe was the 
fighting that the General of the 97th Brigade had 
seven battalions under his command before it was 
finished. Finally, the Twin Copses were splendidly 
carried by the 11th Borders. The total of prisoners 
came to 6 officers and 334 men in this very spirited 
operation. 

With the oonolusion of the German retreat and 
the solidification of the new line, some more general 
view may be taken of the whole operation. It cannot 
be denied that it was cleverly planned and deftly 
carried out, though it can hardly .be said to have 
deserved the ecstasies of admiration which were 
bestowed upon it by the German Press, It was not, 
for example, as formidable an operation as the'British 
withdrawal from Gallipoli, an extraordinajily clever 
mancBuvre which received less than its fair share of 
recognition at home, because it was associated with 
the sad ending of high hopes. It was also universally 
taken for granted in Germony that Hindenburg was 
going to “reculer pour mieux sauter” a,8 he had 
done once before at Tannenberg, and that some 
extraordinary burst of energy at some oth^ point 
would soon change the exultation of the Allies into 
despair. Nothing of the sort occurred during that 
year, and it speedily became evident that the old 
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Mai-alial had simply moved because his lines were 
untenable, and because by shortening them he could 
make some compensation for the terrific losses of 
men at the Somme. That he ever regained the ground 
vras due only to the subsequent Russian debacle. 

We have it upon the authority of Sir Douglas 
Haig that the great local retreat of the Germans had 
no very great effect in modifying the Allied plans. 
Those plans, so far as the British were concerned, 
were to make a combined assault from the north and 
from the south upon the Anore salient, Gough attack¬ 
ing from the south and AUenby from the north. 
As the salient had now ceased to exist, the r61e of 
Gough was confined to following up the German 
retreat until he came to the new Hindenburg line, 
which was an obstacle of so formidable a character 
that it checked anything short of a very powerful 
attack. Allenby’s part of the programme was still 
feasible, however, and resolved itself into an attack 
upon the high ground held by the Germans and their 
whole line down to the poiut where the new positions 
began. How AUenby carried out this task, and the 
great success which attended his efforts, wiU be 
described in the coming chapters. 

Before passing to this and the other great battles 
which will make the year 1917 for ever memorable 
in our history, it would be well to briefly enumerate 
those world events which occurred dm'ing these three 
months and which directly or indirectly influenced 
the operations in France, The French line had re- 
Eoained stationary save for the forward movement 
already described. In Russia the lines had also 
remained firm, and there was no outward indication 
of the oonvvdsions into which that unhappy cpqnfyy 
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was about to be thrown by the revolution which broke 
out on March 12 of this year. BVom Italy also there 
was nothing momentous to report. The most cheering 
news which reached the Allies was feom the British 
Eastern lines of battle, where both in the Sinai Penin¬ 
sula to the east of Egjfpt, and in Mesopotamia, good 
progress was being made. The Sinai desert had been 
practically cleared of that enemy who had advanced 
30 boastfully to the capture of Egypt, and the British 
lines were now upon the green terrain, which faces 
Gaza upon the frontier of Palestine. The chief 
success, however, lay in Mesopotamia. A great 
soldier had apparently appeared in the person of 
General Maude, whoso name may be recalled by the 
reader as the Commander of the 14th Brigade upon 
the Western front. Leaving his limited activities in 
the prosaic trenches of Manders, he had suddenly re¬ 
appeared, moving swiftly along the track of so many 
of the old conquerors, and leading his picturesque 
force of Britons and Indians against the ancient 
capital of Harotm-el-Raschid. Lx February he had 
avenged Townshend by recapturing Kut with more 
than 2000 prisoners. Following up his viotixry with 
great speed, he entered Bagdad upon March 11 at 
the heels of the defeated Turks, ahd chased them 
north along the line of the German railway, the 
constructors of which had never dreamed what 
strange stationmastei might instal himself at theii 
terminus. The approach of a Russian force seemed 
to hold out hopes for further combined operations, 
but meanwhile the whole of southern Mesopotamia 
remained in the hands of the British, and no Turk 
was left-within forty miles of the ancient capital. 

The chief event in Great Britain was the suocesisfial 
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flotation of tke greiit war loan, wMch. attained pro¬ 
portions never heard of before, and ended by bringing 
in. the huge total of one thousand million pounds. 

Beyond the usual sldinoishes of light craft and 
isolated Binirfng a of warships by mine or submarine, 
there was nothing of importance in naval warfare, 
but an immense influence was brought to bear 
upon the course of the war by the German decision 
in February to declare a war zone round the allied 
countries, and to torpedo every merchant ship, 
whether neutral or hostile, wliioh entered it. The 
measure was a counsel either of ignorance or of 
despair, for no one who knows the high spirit of the 
American people could imagine for a moment that 
they would permit their vessels to be destroyed and 
their fellow-citizens to be killed in such 'a manner- 
Within two days of the declaration of unlimited 
submarine warfare the President of the United States 
broke ofE diplomatic relations with Germany, an act 
which was the precursor of war, though this was not 
formally declared until April 6. Great as were the 
loss, discomfort, and privation caused to Great 
Britain, and in a less degree to the other Allies, the 
accession of the United States with its enormous re¬ 
serves of men and money to the cause of Democracy 
was far more than a sufficient make-weight. As 
events progressed, and as it became evident that 
Russia, swinging from the extreme of autocracy to 
the extreme of individualism, had ceased for a long 
time to come to be a useful ally, it grew more 
and more clear that the help of America was likely 
to save the Western Powers, not indeed from defeat, ■ 
but from that pernicious stalehiate and inconclusive 
peace which could only be the precursor of other 
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wars to follow. Apart from the vast material help, 
the mere thought that the great race which has 
mherited our speech and so many of our traditions 
was lined up with us upon the day of Armageddon 
was a joy and an inspiration to every Briton. 
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THR BATTLE OE ARBAS 

April 9 to April 23, 1917 

Viwt pieporations—^Attack of Snow’s Seventli Ooips—Tho Ibojt 
Trench—Attack of Haldans’s Sixth Coips—Attack of Forgusson’s 
SoTcutecnih Corps—A Scottish Front—The splendid Canadians— 
Oapfcoro of Mernohy—Esstss and Newfoundland—A ^oiions 
episode—^The Chemical Works—Extension of the battle to ilio 
north—Desperate fight of the Australians at Bulleoourt. 

Whilst the Ceman line waa fallrag back to its new 
positions, and the Allies were eagerly following it 
aoroaa the ravished oonntrysido until tho inoroased 
resistance and the familiar Unes of barbed wire warned 
them that the immediate retreat had come to an end, 
Sir Douglas Haig had managed, without relazdug his 
pursuit, to collect a strong strildng force at the point 
of junction between the new German line and the 
old. ■ The blow which he contemplated waa no small 
local advance, but was a wide movement extend¬ 
ing from the neighbourhood of Lena in the north 
to Arras in the south, a front of more than twelve 
miles. Upon this sector a tremendous concentration 
of artillery had been effected, and foui corps were 
waiting the signal for the assault, the three southern 
ones forming Allenby’s Third Army, while the fourth 
or northern one was the ri^t-hand corps of Home's 

ao 
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First Army. The southern corps were the Seyenih 
(Snow), which operated to the south of Arras, haying 
Croisilles for its southern boundary; the Sixth (Hal¬ 
dane), which advanced due east from Arras with the 
Scarpe for its northern boundary; the Seventeenth 
(Fergusson), which had its right on the Scarpe and 
its left on Thelus, with its front facing the three spurs 
which form this end of the Vimy Ridge; and finally 
the Canadian Corps (Byng), which faced this long and 
sinister slope, the scene of so much bloodshed in the 
past. Each corps was marshalled with three divisions 
in front and one in reserve, so that there were roughly 
120,000 men in the storming line with 40,000 
advancing behind them. Maxse’s Eighteenth Corps 
was in reserve in the rear of the Third Army, 
while M'Craoken’s Thirteenth Corps was behind the 
First Army. The Cermans had six divisions, the 
Eleventh Prussian, Fourteenth Bavarian, First 
Bavarian Reserve, and the Seventeenth, Eighteenth, 
and Seventy-ninth reserve in the line. Their guns 
also were numerous, as subsequent captures were to 
prove, but it is probable that an extension of the 
Hindenburg retreat was in contemplation, and that 
some of the heavy aitiEery was already on the move. 
A second strong line from Bxooourt to Qu6ant was 
known to exist, and its occupation would form a 
natural sequel to the retirement in the south. 

The German strategists had imagined that hy 
withdrawing their troops over a long front th^ 
would throw out of gear all the preparatiens of the 
Allies for the spting oflensive. V^^at they actu¬ 
ally did was to save their force in the Gonamecouit 
peninsula from being out ofi, which would surely 
have been their fate had they waited. But in the 
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larger issue they proved to be singularly ill-infonned, 
iox they had stayed their retreat at the very points 
of the line on whioh the offensive had been prepared, 
so that the plans of attack were neither modified nor 
delayed. That this is true is evident, since such 
tremendous blows as Arras in the north and Eheims 
in the south could not possibly have been delivered 
had the preparations only begun after the Hindenburg 
retreat. 

One of the most difficult problems of this attack 
was how to arrange it upon that section which was 
covered by the town of Arras. It is true that the 
German liae was 1700 yards east of the market¬ 
place, but the suburbs extended right up to it, and 
it was fringed with houses. The town itsell, in which 
the storming troops must assemble and through which 
all supports and supplies must pass, was full of narrow 
streets within easy range of the German guns, and 
previous Er^ch esperience had proved that each 
exit was so carefully and accurately barraged by the 
German fire that it was most difficult for the troops 
to debouch from it. This problem was solved by a 
fine piece of military en^eering. The large cellars 
and other subterranean excavations with which the 
place abounded were connected up and fresh tunnels 
constructed, so that it was eventually found to be 
possible to put three whole divisions underground, 
with permanent headquarters and every necessary 
detail, including water, electric light, and a three- 
foot tramway. This fine work was carried out by 
the New Zealand, the 179th, and the 184th Tunnel¬ 
ling Companies. A huge dressing-station with 700 
beds, was also constructed. In this great underground 
place of assembly the greater part of the Sixth 
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Corps was assembled, while many of the tunnels Oftajtbb 
on the south side of the town were allotted to the 
use of the Seventh Corps. All this had been carried 
out during the winter in the anticipation of a big Am-ai. 
attack being made at this point. For purposes of 
communication, over 1000 i^es of twin cable was 
buried in six-foot trenches or secured to the sides of 
tunnels. Besides these special preparations, the usual 
immense labour of preparing for a modern attack 
had been thoroughly carried out along the whole line, 
including the construction of very many gun positions, 
trench mortar emplacements, dressing-stations, and 
innumerable dumps of munitions and engineering 
stores. Some dislocation had been caused in the’ 
plans by a partial withdrawal in the enemies’ front 
trenches upon March 18, opposite the right end of the 
British lines. The abandoned works were occupied 
and linked up with the old system, so that upon 
April 9 aU was in order for the assault. The extreme 
difficulties caused by the formidable defensive pre¬ 
parations of the enemy were fuUy realised, but every¬ 
thing which human forethought could suggest -had 
been done to meet them. Above all, two great 
lessons taught by the Somme experience had been 
thoroughly assimilated; the one that the broader the 
attack the more successful it is lilcely to be, as it 
prevents a concentration of the German guns upon 
a single area; the other that it is wiser, even in the 
heat of battle and the glow of victory, to limit your 
objective to an area which is weU within the range 
of your guns. That last blue hue so far forward upon 
the map has been the cause of many a rebuff. 

The British bombardment, which came iu gusts 
during the days preceding the attack, did enormous 
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damage to tte German defences. TKe evidence of 
piisoneis stowed that for several days they had been 
reduced to their emergency rations. The wire, which 
in places was a hundied yards thick, was mostly 
destroyed in the first line, and greatly damaged in 
the second, though in the third it was found to be 
largely intact, save upon the left of the Ime. The 
space between the first and second German lines was 
roughly 500 yards. Between the second and third it 
was about 3000. The usual forms of bombardment 
were varied upon April 4 by the use of a large number 
of liven’s gas projectors, throwing drums of com¬ 
pressed gas, which were seen to burst in the second 
German line. Mftcen hundred of these were dis¬ 
charged upon the front of a single corps, and they 
were said to have considerable effect, the reports of 
prisoners stating that in the suburb of Blangy alone 
there were 460 casualties from this cause. On April 8 
there was a severe gas bombardment from 4-inoh 
trench mortars. Pmally, in the early morning of 
April 9, came the fearful whirlwind of fire which 
was the prelude to the attack. Some idea of its 
intensity may be gathered from the fact that the 
number of guns was so groat that they could have 
rubbed wheels from end to end of the line had they 
been so placed. At 5.30 the word was given, and in 
the first dim grey of a rainy, windy, and sleety 
morning, the infantry dashed forward to the attack— 
“ wave after wave of grimy, mud-covered, determined 
men, with hearts as hard as steel and as light as 
feathers,” to use the words of one of them. The 
events may best be described from the south of the 
line as b^ng the neatest to Arras from which the 
battle derives it' u-wic. 
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Snow’3 Seventh CJoips had the Twenty-fiist North 
Country Diviaion upon the extreme right, the 
Thirtieth Lancashii’e Division in the centre, the 
Fifty-sixth London on their left, and the Fourteenth 
Light Division upon the extreme northern wing. 
The soldiers, soaked to the skin, with the rain beating 
upon their backs, and their feet ankle-deep in the mud, 
set about their taslc in a calm, businesslike fashion 
which would take no denial. No village or notable 
fixed points lay in their path, but they plodded with¬ 
out a check or halt over the first two lines of entronoh- 
ments, finding no very strong resistance, save at 
one point upon the loft of their line, and suffering 
little loss from the Dorman artillery. Considerable 
number’s of the enemy were found scattered in their 
shattered trenches or cowering in the dug-outs. Over 
a thousand of these were sent to the rear. The 
advance was at the point where the new German line 
branched away from the old one, the Tweniy-first 
Division on the right joining the left of Gout’s Army 
in the neighbourhood of the Oojeul River, while the 
Fourteenth Division was in touch with the Third 
Division on the north. 

The immediate objeotivea of the various divisions 
of this Seventh Corps were Telegraph Hill in the north 
opposite to the Fourteenth Division, Neuville Vitasse 
opposite to tho Fitty-sixth Division, St. Marlin-sur- 
Oojeul opposite the Thirtieth Diviaion, and the 
Hindenbnrg line opposite the Twenty-first Division. 
Taking them in turn from the south, we shall first 
follow the fortunes of the north countrymen of 
Campbell’s Division. This diviaion upon the first 
day was not expected to do more than make a strong 
demonstration, because both it, and to a less extent 
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OnAiPirB tlie divi&iou upon its left, had in front of it sheets of 
^ uncut wire and all the devilries of the fixed German 

'■I’l*® line. The object, therefore, was that they should 

iJraa! * make a holding attack in the hope that the northern 
divisions of the corps should get weU forward to the 
east, and then swing to the south in such a way as 
to the German position untenable. This was 
eventually done, and a way was cleared so that the 
two divisions in the south should be able to advance 
with the remainder of the line. The whole operation 
of the Seventh Corps has to he continually judged 
by the fact that they were on the edge of the 
abandoned area, and '^at therefore their southern 
hont bulged out to the east in a way which brought 
the successive divisions almost into an echelon 
formation. 

On the left of the Twenly-first Division were the 
Lancashire pals of the Thirtieth Division. Upon 
April 8 they had made a good start, as the 2nd Bed¬ 
fords carried the village of 8t. Martin, an outlier of 
the Hindenhurg line, but on the same date the 21st 
Brigade was held up in an attempt to advance upon 
the left. They advanced on April 9 mth the 21st 
Brigade upon the left and the 90th upon the right. 
The first dash behind a splendid barrage was most 
sucoessM, but the 21st Brigade, after passing the front 
German lines, rm-into uncut wire and was held, the 
18th Liverpools sufiering severely. The brigade upon 
the right managed, however, to get forward for some 
distance, hut it also was faced by uncut wire, and 
was compelled to dig in as best it could. The attack 
was renewed two days later with the aid.oX four tanks, 
hut the wire still held, though the devoted infantry 
tried again and again, finally, however, the Rifty- 
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Bixth Division having cleared its own front sent the Ohaitib 
V ictoria Rifles bombing down the front of the Thirtieth 
Division, who in turn cleared the front of the Twenty- 
first Division on then right, and so by the evening of An-«s. 
April 11 the line was finally advanced. The clearing 
of the front of the Twenty-first was done by the 
18th Manohesters, who, unsupported, bombed their 
way down 1700 yards of BBndenburg line, a very 
notable achievement. 

To null’s Fifty-sixth Division, the next upon the 
north, was assigned the capture of Neuville Vitasse 
and the strong works which surrounded it. The 
advance was carried out at 7.46—the zero time was 
earlier as it travelled up the line—and was led by 
the ] 67th Brigade upon the right and by the 168th 
Brigade upon the left, while the 169th were in sup¬ 
port. “The bombardment and' the covering fire 
were magnificent,” says one who marched in the tanks; 

“ I almost felt sorry for the poor old Hun, only, after 
all, he is such a Hun.” The chief fighting was on 
the right, where the 3rd London and 8th Middlesex 
stormed the main portion of the viUago. At 10.80 
all the eastern edge had been secured, and the 
1st London moved forward to take the Cojeul Switch 
line. Unfortunately, they struck up against uncut 
wire and a very heavy belt of fire. Colonel Smith, the 
commanding officer, and the great majority of the 
other officers were killed or wounded, and the advance 
was brought to a stand. The 18th laverpools of the 
2l8t Brigade upon the right had also been halted by 
the uncut wire. The colonel of the 7th Middlesex 
took command of this difficult situation so far as it 
afiected the advance of his brigade, and threw his 
battalion in to strengthen the 1st Londons, so that 
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L’HArEEB together they captured the Cojeul Switch Trench. 

JL, The Londoners were then well ahead ol the Liverpool 

B of upon their right, so the lat London threw back 

Anas a defensive flank while the 7th Middlesex stormed 
forward against the powerlul Ibex Trench. Three 
separate attempts were made, much impeded by the 
deep mud, and aU ending in failure, so that darltness 
feu before the task had been accomplished, but with 
true British tenacity, at 3 A.M., in the darkest liour 
before dawn, the Middlesex men tried once more and 
oanied Ibex, taking a number of prisoners. The 
168th Brigade had with varying fortunes kept pace 
upon the left, and in the early morning the London 
Scottish on its right were in touch with Ibex Trench. 
The position of the I67th was still dangerous upon 
the flank, as it was always ahead of its southern 
neighbours, so that instead of advancing eastwards, 
the colonel of the Middlesex now turned south, his 
depleted ranks being strengthened by the 9th London 
(Victorias) from the reserve brigade.^ The enemy were 
only forty yards ofi upon the flank, with a perfect 
warren of trenches, and the mud was so dreadful that 
some men who got in could hardly be dragged out 
again alive. In spite of every difficulty the Londoners, 
after an initial check, swept triumphantly down Ibex 
and Zoo trenches, clearing in one wild, glorious rush 
the whole position, capturing 197 more ptisoTierg of 
the Slst I^ussian Kegiment with several mabbinc' 

, gUM. Captain Cousens, who led this charge, after 
being badly wounded, was unhappily killed by a 
sniper in the moment of victory. The Victorias 
•were too late to join in the victorious charge which 
stanas to the credit of the 7th Middlesex, but they 
ihlped to hold and tb extend what had been won. 
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The general efEect of the advance of this division was 
to turn the flank o± the southern German defences 
and to open up a road for the Thirtieth and Twenty- 
first Divisions upon the right. 

The Fourteenth Light ^vision to the north of the 
London era was faced by the slight slope and formidable 
defences of Telegraph Hill. They went forward in 
close conformity with the Sixth Corps upon their 
left, the 42nd Brigade being upon the left and the 
43rd upon the right. Their raovemeut during the 
day was a partioiarly fine one, and they not only 
took the strong position of Telegraph Hill, but they 
carried the British line to a point far to the east of it. 
Their whole advance was largely regulated by the 
situation npon their northern flank, and they were 
exposed to such an enfilade fire whenever they got at 
all ahead, that they found it impossible to act entirely 
upon their own. 

Upon the left of the front was a strong German 
position called “ The Harp,” which was very gallantly 
carried by the 42ud Brigade. Sixteen tanks which 
were to have lent them a hand in this diflScnlt opera¬ 
tion failed for some reason to arrive m time, and the 
infantry had to advance with no help save thdr own 
stout hearts. The attack was carried out by the 
9th K.R.JR. with the 4th Boyal Fusiliers of the Third 
Division acting upon their left, and their comrades of 
the 6th Oxford and Bucks upon their right. Their 
only serious opponents here as elsewhere were snipers 
and machine-gunners, but these were all, of the best, 
and caused heavy losses before the whole objective 
with its garrison had been captured. By 9.1C in the 
morning it was entbdy in British hands, and as the 
day wore on the dmsion kept steadily improving 
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Ohji^ee. tiieir position, ttongh still short of their final objective, 
— that elusive line, which is so easy to draw and so 

mttie of hard to attain. In the evening, an attempt was made 
by the Fourteenth Division to struggle still further 
eastwards. This advance had no success, and so the 
forward units of the whole Seventh Corps dug in on 
the general hne from Feuchy Chapel Road in the north 
to near Crolsilles in the south, having after a desperate 
day’s fighting achieved a gain which averaged two 
or three miles, and a total of nearly 2000 prisoners 
with a number of guns. Concerning these prisoners, 
it may be unsafe to generalise, but it is certain that 
many of them surrendered very readily. As to their 
general type the opinion of a commanding officer who 
handled many of them may he (Quoted : “ The officers 
were mild persons, none of the bullet-headed, bristly- 
moustached, truculent Prussian typo. The prisoners 
generally do not inspire one with respect. Braggarts 
and bullies in prosperity, in adversity they cringe.” 

Haldane’s Sixth Corps was to the immediate left 
of the Seventh, and its operations were directed due 
east of Arras. The three front divisions, counting 
from tile south, were the Third, the Twelfth 
South of England, and the Fifteenth Scottish, with 
the Thirty-seventh Enghsh in reserve. Tho troops 
of the assaulting divisions had been assembled 
for three days in the caves rindor Arras, but on 
the night of April 8 they were silently passed into 
the assembly troches, an operation which was carried 
through with little interference or loss. Tho vile 
weather may have been a blessing in disguise, as 
it covered all the preparations from tho German 
observation. 

The right of the attaching line was formed by the 
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vetli Brigade of the Third Division, a unit which had CnArTtm 
distinguished itself greatly in previous fighting. The 
8th and 9th Brigades were in close support. Its front 
was south of the Airas—Cambrai Road. To the left 
of the 76th Brigade the line was carried on by the 
37th and 36th Brigades of the Twelfth Division. 

Their right rested on the Arras—Cambrai Road. To 
their left were the 44th and 46th of the Fifteenth 
Division. Their left rested upon the Scarpe. Nothing 
could have gone more smoothly than the advance, 
which kept well up with the barrage. Only at 
Observation nfil was vigorous resistance enoountereA, 
and the German barrage was so belated that it fell 
upon empty trenches after the stormers had loft 
them. The line of infantry as it swept forward in its 
irresistible advance was formed, coimting from the 
south, by the 10th Welsh Fusiliers, the 1st Gordons, 
the 6tih Queen’s, the 7th East Surreys, the llthMiddle- 
sez, the 7th Sussex, the 8/lOth^ Gordons, the 9th 
Black Watch, the 6/7th Scots Fusiliers, and the 11th 
Argyll and Sutherlands. To the courage which had 
always been theii birthright, the infantry no^ added 
all the cool war wisdom which experience of many 
battles must bring with it, and all those devices for 
overcoming the scattered forts of the enemy and 
avoiding their maohine-guns, which had been learned 
on the Somme and the Anere, were now practised to 
keep down the losses of the assault. 

The advance of the 76th Brigade had been to the 
south of the great high road which leads from Arras 
to Cambrai—^a road which was destined to be second 
only to the Menin Road as a centre of hard fighting. 

1 Whoro two numbers are given tor one battalion, it means that tffo 
faattalinne with these numhom navo boon tSlosoopod into one. 
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Cjufteb The Gordons led the attack and took the tront line 
-with a number of the Prussian 38th Regiment. The 

Tiic 10th Welsh Fusiliers then passed through the ranks 

Sn* ” of the Highlanders and captured Devil’s Wood. So 
swift wore these movements that tho German barrage 
was always in the rear. Having thus Secured the 
first objective, the 9th Brigade, strengthened hy the 
2nd Suffolks, stormed forward to tiic next line of 
defence. The 4tli Royal Fusiliers on the right took 
Nomeny, Spring, and Lynx Trenches, when the 
Suffolks passed through them and took Neiully Trench. 
The I2th West Yorkshires took Tilloy village. The 
13th Liverpool, after being held up on tho left, 
oanied the line forward and, by getting its maebine- 
guu on to the roof of Tilloy Oh&teau, dominated the 
country to the extreme discomfort of the German 
snipers. Besides these numerous trenches and strong 
points, the 9th Brigade helped to taJee tho fortified 
position known as The Harp, an exploit in which they 
were much assisted by a couple of tanks. Hero a con¬ 
siderable number of prisoners were made, including 
most of a battalion of the 162nd Regiment, together 
with its commander. 

It will save confusion if we follow the fortunes of 
each division for the day, regardless of what is going 
on upon its flank, as it is impossible to understand a 
narraiav'e which switches con&ually from one portiotx 
of the line to another. The whole operation of the 
Sixth Corps was somewhat behind the time appointed, 
as each ^vision had met with some delays, bub the 
advance towards the third objective was begun about 
one o’clock in this southern area. The 8th Brigade 
had now taken up the running, and the 9th hod 
fallen into support. Reinforced by the two reserve 
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battalions of tbe 76tl), Brigade, ibe victorious advance Chastbi* 
was resumed, tbe 2nd Royal Scots and Vtb ShropsMres 
carrying tlie Bois dcs BoeuJs to tbe south of the ^ 
Cambrai Road, together with Jive guns which had been Ana^, 
concealed in it. To those who had experienced what 
the capture of a wood meant in the Somme fighting, 
it was indeed a promise for the future that this con¬ 
siderable plantation should ofEer so slight a resistance. 

The 8th J^igade fought its way onwards for another 
mile or more until it had attained the line of Feuchy 
Chapel. Here the German resistance had thickened 
and the artillery fire had increeused in the same ratio 
as the British had weakened. A halt was called, 
therefore, and the infantry consolidated their advanced 
position. An attempt by the Gordons and the 8th 
Royal Lancasters to reach the extreme final objective 
was checked in the evening by a very heavy fire upon 
both flanks. 

In the cjfflatre, the Twelfth Division had met with 
strong resistance at several points, which caused the 
assault to fall behind the barrage. These centres of 
German resistance were usually isolated houses or 
small redoubts, so that it was possible in many cases 
to mask them and to push onwards. No village or 
large fixed defence lay in their path, and in spite of a 
check for some time at the estaminet upon the Cam¬ 
brai Road, they were able to line up with their 
comrades to the south upon the second objective 
about half-past twelve o’clock. At this point the 
36th Brigade passed through the advanced lines 
and moved to the front. A number of difficult posi¬ 
tions were taken, including Observation Hill, and th© 
ground was so thoroughly cleared that the assailants 
were able to go forward with the assursMe that their 

T> 
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OiiATEiiit womids ■would uoL be in tlie baok. It 'was found, how- 
ever, as they neared the line of the third German 

Tha position, that considerable stretches of -wire had been 

Anas! imperfectly out, and Hxat the machine-gun fire was so 
se'yero as to make 'the hnal assault impossible. The 
infantry dug in, therefore, and wait^ for further 
support from the guns, many of which were already 
on the move. The 9th Essex upon the light actually 
reached the Eeuchy Chapel Work and held their grip 
of it, keeping in line with the 8th Brigade upon the 
south. 

The Fifteenth Division to the north of the corps’ 
front had before them the 'very strong position called 
the Eailway Triangle, where the line to Lens branches 
away from the line to Douai. This formidable place 
was attacked by 'the Scotch infentry, and after a 
severe struggle it was captured about 11.30 save for 
its eastern side, which was finally taken later in the 
morning, the artillery aiding the assailants by some 
extraordinarily good shooting. The advance was 
then resumed, and the division found itself shortly 
after noon in the line of the second, objective. Six 
brigades of field artillery had followed closely upon 
the heels of -the infantry and managed, in spite of the 
tmfavourable state of the ground, to take up a position 
to cover the further attack. When one rocalls the 
dreadful weather and the shell-pocked state of the 
countryside, it was a remarkable feat upon the part of 
the gun-teams ■to get their pieces so rapidly forward. 
Several tanks came forward also, and md good wofk 
not only upon this front, but at Tilloy and The Harp. 

The Fifteenth Division was now somewhat behind 
the others, but shortly after two o’clock the 46th 
LowlaM Brigade ad'vanced upon the third objective. 
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These splendid soldiers brushed aside every obstacle, Ohapcdb 
and when fired upon at short range by German ^ 
guns rushed 'onwards with a ycU and captured the 
battery. By 4 "p.m. they had fuUy reached their awm 
final line and had pushed out their patrols some 
hundreds of yards to the eastwards. TMs fine 
advance, which was the only one to reach the extreme 
limit upon this front, was carried out by the 7th Soots 
Borderers, 10th Scots Bifies, and 12th Highland li^t 
Infantry, with the 10/11th Highland Light Infantry 
mopping np behind them. 

At 7 P.M. an attempt was made by tbe two sonthern 
divisions to get forward from tbe Peuchy Chapel Line 
and gain a position level with the 46th Brigade. 
Evening was setting in, however, the men were 
weary and the difficulties manifold, so that no 
progress was made, both the Third and the Four¬ 
teenth DiAdsions sullering additional losses in the 
attempt. 

The Thirty-seventh Division, composed entirely of 
English troops, North, South, and hfidland, had moved 
up in the rear of the fighting line, and in the middle 
of the afternoon it found itself in the German second 
line system, while the corps’ mounted troops had 
followed behind the ITifteenth Division, as far as 
the Railway Triangle. As evening fell, the Thirty- 
seventh Division pushed forward with the intention 
of reaching the extreme point attained by the Fifteenth 
Division and then swinging to the right in the hope 
of capturing Monchy, The advance seems, how¬ 
ever, to have taken a direction rather too much 
to the south, with the result that instead of finding 
the opening made by the 48th Brigade they came 
upon the more oontcaoted Feuohy line held by the , 
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Twelfth aud Third Divisions. Here they were held up 
by a field of wire as their comrades had already been, 
and the two brigades concerned—^the 111th upon the 
left and the 112th upon the right—^remained in line 
with the 36th and the 8th Brigades, the units being 
considerably intermin^ed. The 63rd Brigade, how¬ 
ever, which was now a brigade of the Thirty-seventh 
Division, though the reader will associate it with the 
Twenty-first Division in the past, was able to keep its 
true direction, and before night had finally established 
itself at the north end of Orange Hill well up to the 
third objective and in touch with the 46th Brigade. 
The corps* cavalry also pushed forward along the 
south bank of the Scarpe, capturing three 8-iach 
howitzers upon the way, and halting opposite Fam- 
poux, where they were in touch with the Fourth 
Division upon the northern bank of the river. 

Such was the splendid day’s work of Haldane’s 
Corps. It is true that in the south the uncut wire 
had m ade it impossible for them to reach their ultimate 
objective, but they had in the space of the one Easter 
day captured the villages of Feuchy and of Tilloy, 
the strong redoubts of The Harp and the Railway 
Triangle, gained some thirty-six square miles of 
ground, and taken 2000 prisoners with 60 guns. It 
was a most notable achievement. We shall now 
pause on the evening of this first day of battle and we 
shall go back to reconstruct the operations upon the 
northern bank of the Soaip)e. 

The Seventeenth Corps (Fergusson) was upon the- 
left of the Sixth. Its right-hand unit, Lukin’s Ninth 
Division, consisting of two Scottish and one South 
African brigade, was operating iqion the immediate 
north of the Scarpe, This division was to attack with 
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three brigades in line, the 26th on the right, 27th on Chattub 
the left, and South AJErioans between. Upon the left 
of the Ninth was Nicholson’s Thirty-fourth Division, . 
drawn largely from Scotland and Tyneside, the same Airas. 
fine division which had been the very pivot upon which 
the battle of July 1 had turned. Upon the left of 
the corps was the Eifty-flrst Highland Territorial 
Division which had distinguished itself so greatly at 
Beaumont Hamel five months before. It may bo said, 
therefore, that the fighting line of the Seventeenth 
Corps upon this great day was predominantly Scottish, 
but Lambton’s veteran Eourth’ Division was in im¬ 
mediate support. The whole battle-front was from the 
right bank of the Soarpe near Arras up to the post 
known as the Commandant’s House, just south, of 
Thelus. There were no villages over the greater part of 
this front, but there were great numbers of fortified 
farms and strong posts of every description, besides 
the usual lines of wired trenches. The ground was in 
successive ridges and a big tactical obstacle existed in 
the Lens—^Arras railroad in its alternate cuttiags and 
embankments. The long eager line of Highlanders, 
Tynesiders, and South Africans rolled over every 
obstacle, and by ten o’clock had mastered all the 
first objectives, which were the three lines of German 
trenches. In the south the Ninth Division, led by 
a weU-known South African Imperial soldier, had 
carried first Blangy and then Athies by storm. 

There was a time when the 2eth Brigade upon the 
right was hung up, but with fine initiative the 
right flank of the Transvaal Regiment worked down 
along the railway cutting and helped to clear the 
front of its neighbours. In the centre, the Thirty- 
fourth Division, after a short check at a network 
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of trenctes called “The Pump,” had reached its 
allotted positions. In the north the clansmen, who 
as Temtonals were sprung from the very soil of the 
EGghlands, had swiftly advanced to the south of 
Thelus and had covered the right wing of the Krst 
Canadians while they captured that village. Tt 
was victory aU along the line, and victory without 
those excessive losses which have made many of our 
greatest successes as tragic as they are glorious. The 
artillery barrage had been found to be a powerful 
antidote against the deadly machine-guns. “ When 
our barrage lifted off the railway cutting, the machine- 
guns had been silenced and aU. the gunners were found 
to be dead.” Such was the report of a South African 
officer. 

Allusion has been made to the check caused by 
the strong point called “ The Pump ” and the trenches 
called the Kleemaustellung just east of it. Some 
detail should be added in this matter, for it retarded 
the attack of the flanks of two divisions, and the delay 
caused by it had the effect that the Canadians on, 
the left and the Ninth upon the right were further 
forward in the late afternoon than part of the Fifty- 
first and the Thuty-fourth, which might have caused 
a dangerous situation. The Thirty-fourth Division 
had advanced upon a three - brigade front, which 
consisted from the south of the 101st, the 102nd, 
and the 103rd. On the north of the 103rd 
was the ld2nd Brigade of the Fifty-first Division 
with the Seaforths as the flank battalion. This 
pestilent strong point, anned with well-served and 
w^-coneealed machine-guns, lay between the two 
br^ados and held' up the flanks of both, inflicting 
considerable losses not only on the Seaforths, but 
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on the 26th Northumberland Eusiliers, who were on 
the left of the Thirty-fourth Division. For a con¬ 
siderable time the advance was held. The 27th re¬ 
serve battalion of the Northumberland FusiHora were 
sent up, and one of its companies, led with a fine 
mixture of valour and cunning, carried the place 
by storm. The whole line then got forward, but 
the losses had been heavy, including Colonel Hermon 
of the 24th Northumberland Fusiliers. In the 
evening it was found that the final objective had 
not yet been fully attained at this quarter of the 
field, for it had been marked at a farm called Maison 
de la Ofite, from which the front line was still a 
thousand yards distant. A brilliant little attack, 
however, by the 103rd Brigade, in the early morning 
of April 10, captured the whole position. Besides 
the check at The Pump, there had been another 
on the Fifty-first divisional front at a post called 
the “ Deutsche Haus.” The consequence of this 
was a loss of the barrage and a dday which led 
to the isolated left of ‘the Fifty-first losing direction 
entirely and wandering round in a half-circle. The 
circumstances were so complex that it was not until 
next morning that they could he cleared up. Had the 
Germans had the spirit lor a counter-attack,^ they 
wonld certainly have found a considerable gap in 
the hne. 

These events were in the northern area of the 
Seventeenth Corps. In the southern portion, at about 
eleven o’clock, the reserve division came forward, 
and, passing through the weary ranks of the Ninth, 
pushed on along the northern bank of the river. The 
advance had already been a splendid one, the Ninth 
Division having 2000 prisoners to its credit, hut this 
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OnAitEB, movement of tEe Eonrth Division against an enemy 
wto was already badly shaken was a very fruitful 

Stuc of Brigade was nearest the Scarpe, with 

Attos. the 11th upon the left, while the 10th moved forward 
in close support. Two obstacles faced the division, 
the strag^ng village of Eampoux upon the bank of 
the river, and the Hyderabad Redoubt, a considerable 
fort to the north of the village. The 12th Brigade 
moved swiftly forward in the nearest approach to 
open warfare that had been seen for years. The 
Ist Royal Lancasters were on the right of the swift 
flejdble line, the 2nd Lancashire FusilierB in the centre, 
and the 2nd Eases upon the left. The brigade fought 
its way in the teeth of a very hot fixe to the outskirts 
of Fampoux, where the reserve battalion, the 2nd 
West Ridings, passed through the King’s Own and 
carried the village iu splendid style late in the evening 
at the point of the bayonet. It is a remarkable fact 
that the wire in front of the village had not been cut 
by the artillery, and the infantry passed in single 
file through the gaps in it, after dispo^g of the only 
German maohine-gunner who ofiered resistance. At 
the same time the llth Brigade kept pace upon their 
left fiank—the Hamp shires to the left and Somersets 
to the right, while the Ist Rifie Brigade, passing 
through them, rushed the strong position of the 
Hyderabad Redoubt, and the East Lanoasbires 
formed a defensive fiank. Communication was at 
once opened across the Scaipe with Haldane’s Corps 
upon the south aide. By this fine advance of the 
Fourth Division the right of the Seventeenth Corps 
had got considerably further forward than the centre, 
80 that a defensive line had to be formed sloping 
back from this advanced point. This was the position 
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upon the evening of the first day of battle, and it was 
destined to remain so in the south for many a day to 
come, for the formidable Chemical Works lay im¬ 
mediately to the cast on either side of the Arras— 
Douai railway traoh, and these were to prove a very 
grave obstacle to a further advance on this hne. Mean¬ 
while, 3600 prisoners with 60 captured guns testified 
to the success of the Seventeenth Corps. 

FoUowing upon this brief sketch of the work done 
by the Seventh, Sixth, and the Seventeenth Corps 
upon the first day of the Battle of Arras, we must now 
turn to the splendid achievement of the Canadian 
Corps upon the left. The reputation of the Canadians 
as brilliant soldiers, as dashirg in attack as they were 
steady in defence, had already been solidly estab¬ 
lished by a long series of military feats beginning 
with the ever-memorable second battle of Ypres and 
continuing on to the capture of Comrcelette and the 
fine fighting of the Somme. ‘Hitherto, they had 
acted in comparatively small bodies, but now the 
whole might of Canada was drawn together in the 
four fibae divisions which lay feeing the historic Vimy 
Ridge—a long gradual slope which reaches a height 
of more than 460 feet at the summit. They were 
arranged in their numerical order from the south, the 
First (Currie) being in touch with the Fifty-first British 
Division, while the Fourth (Watson) had upon its left 
Holland’s First Corps, which was not engaged in the 
first day’s operations. The front covaced by the 
Canadians was from the south end of the Ridge to 
the Souchez River, close to Lens. bTothing could 
have been more magnificent or more successful 
than their advance, the Second and Third Divisions 
(Buistall and Lipsett) attaining thmr full objeotiveB 
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at every point, and the First doing the same after 
a short check. There was no rebufE save in the 
extreme north of the line. Sweeping onwards' 
with irresistible fury, they overran three lines of 
German trenches, inolnding the famous La Folie 
Farm, captured the village of Farbus, and secured the 
splendid total of 70 ojficers and 3600 men as prisoners, 
the same number as were taken by their British 
comrades to the immediate south. They not only 
crowned the redoubtable ridge, but they made their 
way down, the eastern slope and established their 
line beyond it. Many of the German infantiy were 
captured in the great chalk excavations in which 
they had taken refuge, two large tunnels in particular 
—^the Volker and the Prinz Arnault Tunnels—being 
crammed with men. Incredible incidents happened 
in these subterranean burrows, where small bodies 
of Canadian moppers-up were faced suddenly by 
large numbers of armed Germans in hiding. In one 
well-authenticated case four Canadians bluffed and 
captured 2 officers and 70 men from a Bavarian 
unit who were found in such a pocket, an incident 
which meant a V.C. for Major Macdowell. "When the 
Kaiser in prophetic mood had spoken about what 
would happen when his Bavarians met the British, 
such an incident was far from his thoughts. It 
should be mentioned that the Fifth British Divi¬ 
sion was in dose support of the Canadians, and 
that the 13th Brigade of this division was incor¬ 
porated with the Second Canadians upon that day. 
It was used in conjunction with the 6th Canadian 
Brigade on its right to take the final objective, the 
eastern dopes of the Ridge, just north of Farbus 
Wood, which they did successfully with slight losses. 
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During the night of the 9/10th April there was Chakteb 
fighting at several points, notably at the north end of 
the Vimy Ridge. Here the Fourth Canadian Division The 
had Boioe difficulty in holding its grotmd against 
several strong counter-attacks of the Germans. It is Apiii lo 
probable that no body of troops in the whole battle 
had a harder task, or stuck to it more tenaciously, 
than this Fourth Canadian Division. Hill 145, which 
was an outlier of the Ridge, was very strongly held 
and desperately defended, so that it would have 
turned any but first-class troops. The final clearing 
of this point was effected upon April 10, and led to 
further operations in conjunction with British troops 
to the north, which will be afterwards described. 

The second day of the Battle of Arras, April 10, 
was spent partly in the consolidation of the groxmd 
gained and partly in increasing the area now occupied. 

The troops were in high heart, fox although the full 
extent of the victory hud not yet been realised, it 
was already known that at least 10,000 prisoners and 
100 guns had fallen into their hands, figures which 
showed that the battle had been the most serious 
military disaster which had yet befallen the enemy. 

A fuller enumeration taken some days later gave 
13,000 men, 3 howitzers, 28 heavy guns, 130 field-guns, 

84 trench-mortars, and 260 machine-guns as the 
total capture. It may he mentioned that over 1000 
prisoners were taken fropi each of the six different 
German divisions already enumerated, which disposes 
of their mendacious assertion that only two divisions 
occupied their front. It was certainly the greatest 
blow delivered by the British Army up to that date, 
and the only other day’s fighting at all oomparahl© in 
its results was the French attack upon the Champagne 
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front on September 25, 1916, where the number of 
prisoners was greater but the capture of guns was 
less. 

The Battle of Arras may be considered as having 
been in truth a one-day battle in the same sense as 
the succeeding Battle of Messines, for in each case 
the attack was delivered in order to gain a definite 
objective, which was the ridge from which observation 
could be obtained. The extreme limit of advance 
had not, however, been reached either in the south 
or in the north, and so in both these areas hard fighting 
continued, due partly to the efforts of the BiltiBh to 
enlarge their gams and partly to the rally of the 
Germans and their attempts at counter-attack. There 
was no concentration of troops or guns, however, 
upon the side of the British, and no attempt at any 
considerable advance. We shall first follow these 
opei'ations in the south where they centied chiefly 
round the village of Monchy and Wancouit in the 
areas of the Sixth and Seventh Corps. These we 
shall weave into a connected narrative, after which 
we shall retiun to the Vimy region and trace the 
movements which led to hard fighting in that 
quarter. 

In the Seventh Corps to the south the Fifty-sixth 
Division of London Territorials had, as already 
described, enlarged the area which it had taken the 
day before in the Neuvillo Vitasse sector. The general 
curve of the line was such that it was not possible for 
the units of the Seventh Corps to get forward until 
the Sixth Corps to the north had won some ground, 
hut upon the afternoon of the 12th a very fine advance 
was made, by which the 160th Brigade stormed 
Heninel. The Cojeul Eivcr was crossed by the 
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Fourteenth Light Division, and the heights upon the Ohaptub 
eastern hank were occupied. The 41st Brigade o£ 
this xmil had now come into the line. The first 
attempt upon the heights failed with heavy losses. Anas. 
Next morning it was found that TTih 90 had been Apniio 
evacuated, and they were able to advance and seize 
Wancouit. This brought the left flank of the Seventh 
Corps up to the right flank of the Sixth Corps, and 
ensured close co-operation in those operations to the 
north which will presently be more fully described. 

This storming of the German position in this section 
was the more important as the troops were faced by 
the new HindenWg Line. It was well known that 
an alternative line from Droeourt to Qu6ant existed 
some miles to the eastward, but none the less the fall of 
the front section at a period when much of its wire 
was still intact proved to the Germans how impossible 
it was to hold off British troops by mere passive 
obstacles. The tanks were of great assistance to the 
assailanta in this difficult operation. Upon April 13 
and 14 the Twenty-first Division, with the aid oi 
the 19th Brigade from the Thirty-third Division, 
carried forward the line to the high groimd about 1000 
yards east of the stream at Heniu, astride of that 
portion of the Hindenburg Line. Here all further 
attempts to advance were stopped by fresh German 
troops, imtil the operations were renewed upon 
April 23. This advance of the Twenty-first Division 
upon April 13 and 14 was in connection with a general 
movement of Snow’s Corps, but neither the Fifty-sisth 
London Territorials in the centre nor the Fiftieth 
North Countrymen on the 1^, both of them enflladed 
from the north, could make much progress beyond . 
the liae of Wancourt Tower, and there was little to 
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show for a hard day’s work. The Tliirty-third 
Division (Piuney) now took over the front from the 
Twenty-first. 

The iinmodiato task wlucb lay before the Sixth 
Corps upon April 10 was to get the Thud and Twelfth 
Divisiona forward to the same Hue which the Fifteeuth 
Division had reached. It will be remembered that 
the 46Lh Brigade of the latLer division, togeiher with 
the 03rd Brigade from the supporting Thiity-soventh 
Division, had pushed ou as far as Orange Hill, half a 
mile farther eastward than the Feuchy Line which 
formed the front of the two southern Divisions. Sis 
brigades of field artillery had been huiried up, and 
with the help of these guns, aided by trench-mortars, 
the wire which held up the advance was partly blown 
away. The Third and Twelfth Divisions were then 
able to move forward and to make one line with the 
Fifteenth—an operation which was completed by mid¬ 
day, the 8th Brigade doing some briUicint work. The 
strongly fortified village of Moachy, elevated above 
the plain, lay immediately in fi’onb of the Sixtli 
Corps, and its capture was their nest task. With this 
object in view, the 63rd Brigade was swung round 
from the north and worked its way south and oast, 
getting into touch with the other brigades-of the 
Thirty-seventh Division, which passed through the 
newly captured third objective and occupied the 
ground upon the west of the village. A general 
advance was then made on each side of the village, 
the 112th Brigade occupying La Berg4re upon the 
Cambrai road due south of Monchy, while the 1/11th 
Brigade, with the 9th and 10th Royal Fusiliers in 
the lead, in the face of a considerable opposition, 
pushed onwards until it gained a footing on the out- 
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sldrts o£ the village and on the high ground to the Obawer 
north of it, where the 154th Company R.E. dug a 
temporary line. This was the position on, the evening 
of April 10, while the British line had been strength- Arr.ia. 
ened by tfie presence of the 7th Brigade of Cavalry 
from the Third Cavalry Division, who were following 
closely behind the Thiity-seventh Division. In all 
these opej*ations the weather gi’eatly impeded progress, 
as it prevented the advance of Idle guns needed to 
break down wire and other obstacles. 

During the night of April 10 the Twelfth Division 
was withdrawn into reserve, and the advance was 
resumed in the early morning by the remaining 
divisions and the cavalry. At 6 a.m. the infantry was 
closing in upon Monchy under a heavy fire. The line 
of advance extended right across the Oambrai road, 
the 76th Brigade finding itself opposite to the village 
of Oadmappe. Here they were exposed to a very 
heavy fire of machine-guns, and this famous brigade 
sustained heavy losses, which were increased by a 
second attempt to get forward in the afternoon. The 
76th Brigade finally entrenched itself some half a 
mile to the west of Guemappe and waited for develop¬ 
ments. The 8th Eoyal Lancasters were particularly 
hard hit in their attack. 

In the meantime the 111th Brigade of the Thirty- 
seventh Division had advanced directly upon Monchy, 
and after severe fighting, in which the splendid infantry 
straggled onwards in the face of every possible diffi¬ 
culty of German resistance and of driving snow¬ 
storms, tho place was carried by assault. The three 
regiments of cavalry from the 8th Brigade, the Eoyal 
Horae Guards, 10th Hussars, and Essex Yeomanry, 
advanced at a gallop and did splendid service by taking 
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part in the attack, following closely upon the infantry, 
and helping to consolidate the village. By nine 
o’clock in the morning the 13th K.R.B. and 13th 
Rifle Brigade, greatly aided by a very active and 
elHcient tank, had driven their way to the farthest 
houses upon the eastern side. About 150 of the gam- 
sou remained in their hands, while very many lay 
dead among the ruins of the shattered buildings. 
The cavalry, who lost their brave leader, General 
Bulkeley Johnson, emerged on the eastern side of the 
village and lost heavily at that point, especially in 
horses, some 600 of which were hit. They had the 
satisfaction, however, of getting their light guns fairly 
on to the Gennans, as they streamed across the open. 
One who was present says; “ The cavahy filled the 
gap between us and the 112th Brigade. They lost 
heavily, and dheii conduct was magnificent.” The 
new gain was instantly consolidated by the Colonel 
of the Rides. 

The Fifteenth Division upon the left of tho Thirty- 
seventh had been fighting its way forward upon the 
north, endeavouring to keep in line with the Thirty- 
seventh. It had got somewhat ahead of the Fourth 
Division, however, which was to tho north of Llie 
Scarpe, and in consequence had to face the whole fire 
from the strong village of Roeux, which held them up. 
Tho general line of the corps that night was La 
Bergere, Monchy, and then the line of the Monchy— 
Fampouz road as far as the Scarpe. To the north of 
tho Scarpe there had been iro forward movement, as 
the Chemical Works to the east of Fampoux presented 
an obstacle which was beyond tho immediate scope 
of Sir Charles Fergusson’s operations. 

On -the night of April II the Thirty' geventh 
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Division, which had suffered considerably in the CHiTTBn 
capture of Monohy, and the Fifteenth which had 
lived up to its reputation during fifty-six hours of 
incessant fighting under most indement conditions, Amm. 
were withdrawn for a short rest, while the Twelfth 
Division returned into the line, and the Seven¬ 
teenth took the place of the Thirty-seventh. April 12 
was spent in consolidation and in bringing up heavy 
howitzer batteries along the Oambrai road, and placing 
them in positions between Feuohy and Tilloy where 
they could support the coming operations. 

From the time that the British had captured the 
village, both it and the whole front line in that area 
had been subjected to a most severe German bom¬ 
bardment, which tried the troops extremely, but did 
not prevent them from repulsing several attempts at 
counter-attack, none of which reached the front 
trenches. On the night of April 12 the Twelfth 
Division, which was considerably worn from its exer¬ 
tions, was drawn out and was replaced by the 
famous Twenty-ninth Regular Division, which had 
gained such honour and suffered such losses at Galli¬ 
poli and on the Somme. There was no forward 
movement upon April 13 in the region of Monchy, but 
farther south the 9th Brigade, which had taken the 
place of the 76th in front of Guemappe, endeavotued 
to reach that village, but were met and checked by 
the same murderous machine-gun fire which had held 
up their comrades, a fire which came both from the 
hamlet itself aird from the high ground to the south 
which lay within the area of the Seventh Corps. The 
Ist Northumberland FusilieTS and 12th West Yorks, 
which led the attack, both suffered severely. 

As no large movement was contemplated upon 



CffArmn 

II. 

The 

Biltlo of 
Aims. 
Apiil 11. 


60 THE BUITTSH CAMPAIGN, 1917 

this fiont it was now held by only two divisions, the 
Twenty-ninth to the south and Lhe Seventeenth to 
the north, covering the whole broad area from the 
noith of the Cojeul River to the south of the Scarpe. 
At 6.30 upon April 14 both divisions advanced in 
order to test the German strength and, if possible, 
to push them farther back from Monchy. Tt was an 
unsuccessful day, and yet it was one of those failures 
which will be remembered where facile successes have 
been forgotten, for it brought with it one episode 
which elicited in the highest degree the historical 
(qualities of British inJantry. It had been arranged 
that the 88th Brigade, consisting of the 2nd 
Hants, 4th Worcesters, 1st Essex, and the Newfound¬ 
land Regiment, should attack due east of Monchy, 
while another brigade of the Twenty-ninth Division 
should advance to their right, and the Seventeenth 
Division guard their flank upon the left. Both of the 
flank attacks failed, however, and the result was fcha t 
the storming line of the 88th Brigade, consisting of 
the Essex men on the left and the Newfoundlanders 
on the right, found themselves in possession of the 
German trenches on Infantry Hill, east of Monchy, 
but with both wings exposed and with so terrific a 
barrage behind them that they were practically cut 
off from assistance. This might have mattered little 
under ordinary cucumstances, since two such bat¬ 
talions might be counted upon to hold their ground, 
but by an evil chance their advance had coincided 
with a considerable German counter-attack from the 
Bois du Sait, mode by a whole Bavarian division with 
the intention of retaking Monchy, The result was 
a Homeric contest in which two battalions held up a 
whole division, shattered a considerable attack, and 
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were piactically aiuiihilated ia doing so. Of some CnAeim 

companies not a single man returned and yet few _ 

were ever reported a.a prisoners in Germany. No 
more gallant feat of arms tas been performed in tbe aii.k. 
war. The 2nd Hants and 4th Worcesters in support 
did their best to help their comrades, and sustained 
considerable losses themselves in the attempt, but they 
were never able to reach the real front line, and it is 
undoubtedly true that the two battalions alone re¬ 
ceived and broke the Ml strength of the Bavarian 
Division, which was entirely fresh, having taken no part 
iu any previous fighting. It was difficult in the barrage 
and confusion—the ground being unreconnoitred— 
to direct reinforcements to the points where they were 
so urgently needed, but a lieutenant of the Essex 
passed through the German barrage and managed to 
bring up one company of the 2ud Hants, who came 
too late to reti’iove the fight, but were able to take up 
the defence of the northern flank and to prevent the 
Germans from getting round in that quarter. Small 
parties of the enemy got up to the fringes of the village, 
but the edge had been tn.ken completely from their 
assault, and in spite of the heavy barrage, the staff 
of the brigade headquarters, who wore the only troops 
available, wei‘e sufficient to hold them off; Colonel 
Forbes Robertson doing particularly good work with 
a Lewis gun. No German set foot in Mouchy. Of 
the headquarter staff there were only nine survivors, 
each of whom was decorated. 

Apart from the attack so heroically repelled, a 
second had developed to the south-east of Monchy 
which was driven back by rifles and macbme-guns. 

The total German losses during the day must have 
been very heavy, and they had nothing to show for 
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it, though. Gie British cfisualties amounted to some 
4000, chiefly in the Twenty-ninth Division. 

It must be admitted that the Germans, who had 
been strongly reinforced in men and in guns, were 
fighting with great resolution on this front, and their 
defence and counter-attacks were equally gallant. 

Prom this date onwards until April 22, there was 
no particular forward movement, and every effort 
was concentrated upon the improvement of defences 
and communications. There were no fresh German 
counter-attacks, but there was constant and heavy 
bombardment upon both sides, the Germans pouring 
shells into Monchy and raking every road which led to 
the front, while the British overwhelmed Guemappe, 
Roeux, and Pelves with their fire. The only change 
of troops was that upon the night of April 19 the 
Fifteenth Scottish Division, after its short rest, pushed 
in upon the right of the Twenty-uintlr Division, taking 
over the groimd between La Berg&re on the north and 
the Cojeul Biver on the south. The order of battle 
of the Sixth Corps was therefore from the north the 
Seventeenth, Twenty-ninth, and Fifteenth Divisions. 

We shall now retrace our steps to glance at what 
had been going on since the first day of the battle 
upon the front of the Seventeenth Corps to the im¬ 
mediate north of the Scarpe. It has already boon 
recorded how the flank unit, the Ponrth Division, 
after relieving the Ninth Division found itself faced 
with the strongly-fortified Chemical Works and the 
village of Beeux. The position was a very formidable 
one, as future tragic experiences were to prove. Two 
brigades of the Ninth Division, the 27th Lowlanders 
upon the left and the South Africans upon the right, 
were ordered to pass the liiie of the Fourth Division 
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and to endeavour to carry the place by aasault. The cnwrEii 
attempt was not successful, though it was urged with 
great valour. The wastage of the division had 
already been such that neither brigade numbered Anas, 
2000 bayonets. The average strength of the South 
African regiments was about 400 men. As a result, 
the attack was wanting in weight, and was r’epulsed 
with considerable loss, which fell chiefly upon the 
1st Cape and 2nd Natal battalions in the front line of 
the South Africans. The attackers endured heavy 
losses in debouching from the narrow exits of Fam- 
poux under fire, and they were afterwards faced with 
700 yards of open ground swept by bullets. In spite 
of this, some of the stormeis did actually penetrate 
the German lines, as was proved later by the discovery 
of their bodies. 

To the north of this section of fierce fighting the 
line, which had sagged upon the evening of April 9, 
had been brought level upon April 10 by the readjust¬ 
ment of the Fifty-first Division, and by the attack of 
the 103rd Brigade of Tyneside Scottish upon the 
Maison de la 06te position. Fkona that time the 
British front was firni in this region, and a strong 
counter-attack of four German battalions, who could 
be seen streaining westwards in lines of motor ’buses, 
was broken to pieces upon the night of April 11 by 
the steady rifle-fire of the 27th Northumberland, 
Fusiliers who occupied the front trenches. 

Facing this section of Iho line was the village of 
Bailleul which was abandoned by the Germans, and 
was taken over by Pereiia’s Second Division, who 
had relieved the Highland Territorials upon April 13. 

Shortly afterwards the Sixty-third Naval Division 
took over from the Thirty-fourth. These tv/o divi- 
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Bions belonged to tlie Thirteoiitli Corps (M'Crauken), 
wMcli from now onward occupied a space in tbc 
line between the Seventeenth to the south and the 
Canadians to the north. The strong villages of Oppy 
and of Gavrelle lay now in front of the British in this 
quarter, but the German lino was destined to remain 
unbroken for a considerable period. An attack was 
made upon GavreUe by the 190th Brigade, the lands¬ 
man unit of the Naval Division, but this was only 
partially successful. Farther to the north the Second 
Division had no better fortune against Oppy, which 
was attempted more than once. The further advance 
against these places will be found recorded further 
on, where it ^^1 fit into its place among the other 
incidents of the renewed general attack upon April 23. 

The Canadians in the Vimy Ridge area were 
occupied during three days of dbreadful weather in 
consolidating their new positions, and in puslung the 
Germans out of that northern portion which they 
stiU held., The Fourth Can adian Division had su ffered 
much from machine-gun fire fiom Hill 146 in the 
SoucLez district, but this was taken upon April 10. 
There was still a good deal of work to be done, how¬ 
ever, at that end of the line, and upon April 12 a 
joint attack of Canadians and British cleared the 
ground in this quarter. Attacking at dawn in a snow¬ 
storm, the resolute Canadian infantry drove their 
way over the northern limits of Vimy Ridge, capturing 
among other positions an outlier of the Vimy Ridge, the 
venomous little hill called The Pimple, which had been 
a thorn in their side. At the same time the Twenty- 
fourth British Division moved forward nearly 
opposite to Lens, the river Souchez separating them 
from the Canadians. The immediate obstacle which 
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faced the British troops was a scattered wood, the OnAprEB 
Bois-en-Haches, which was most gallantly attadied 
by the 73id Brigade. The fiont line in this lhie|^e^^^^ 
advance was formed by the 9th Sussex on the left Airos 
and the 2nd Leinsters upon the right, supported by is 
the 13th Middlesex and 7th Northamptons. Both the 
Sussex and the Irish battalions, especially the latter, 
had heavy losses, but they never faltered until their 
obj eotive was won. Upon April 13 there was a general 
forward movement along the whole Canadian hue, in 
the course of which they occupied WiUerval in the 
south and both Vimy and Givenchy-en-Gohelle in the 
north. On the same date the 16th and 95th Brigades 
of the British Fifth Division took over from the 
Fourth Canadian Division from the Souchez River to 
south of Givenchy-en-GoheHe. These two brigades 
actually took over on the move forward, and did not 
stop until they had reached a line Git4-des-Petits-Bois 
to the Vimy—^Lens Road just shoid; of La Coulotte. 

The Twenty-fourth Division in the north joined 
in this attack as, to a limited extent, did the 
Sixth Division upon its left. It may be explained 
that both of these divisions, together with the 
Forty-sixth in support of them, formed Holland’s 
First Corps. The Twenty-fourth Division advanced 
upon a three-bngade front, the 72nd, 17th, and 73Td 
Brigades in that order from the left, sweeping forward 
in one line. Complete s access attended their efforts. 

Angles, lievin, and Cit6 St. Pierre were all stormed 
and occupied. The 17th Brigade, which had been 
strengthened by the inclnsion of the 1st Marine 
Battalion, did particularly well, for it was faced by 
two dangerous strong points called Crook and Crazy, 
both of which were carried, the 3rd Rifle Brigade 
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CttAmsK being oonBpiouous in eadli operation. Some days 
iL, later, the Eorty-sisth .Division took over from the 
muiB of Twenty-fourth and the new line was firmly held, the 
Ams. area of the Forty-sixth being from the Souchoz River 
Apui IS. boubhto Eosae 12 de Lena in the north. Farther 

to the north the Sixth Division had made some 
progress, but had not been able to surmount the old 
enemy. Hill 70, the long, clear glacis of which had 
cost the British such losses at Looa. The Twenty- 
fourth Division had lost 3000 men in these operations, 
but their services had been of great value, for the grip 
upon Lens was appreciably tighter, and according to 
Sir Douglas Haig’s despatch it was the capture of this 
position which prevented the Germans from attempt¬ 
ing the retaking of the positions which they had lost. 
The British Aa-rny was dose to the great mining centre, 
one of the springs of wealth in France. Ominous 
explosions and dense plumes of dark smoke seemed to 
show that it was a spring which would be sealed for 
many a day. So precipitate had been the German 
retreat in this area that candles were found burning 
in the dug-outs, meals were half consumed, and large 
stores of engineering materials and grenades were left 
behind. 

Pausing for a moment at this instant, with the lino 
advanced from three to six miles along the whole 
front, one may take a glance at the practical results 
of this great battle. As a mere military triumph it 
was a considerable one, since the total booty in the 
immediate battle came by this date to some 14,000 
men and 180 guns. Its strategical result was to win 
the high ground along the whole of a front which had 
been considered impregnable, and so to give both 
better observation and drier foothold to the army. 
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It was clear that it mtisl entail a prolongation ol the 
same operation to the north, and this was manifested 
two months later at the victory of Messines. That 
again pointed to a fresh prolongation towards the 
higher ground round Ypres, which led to the severe 
but snccosaful fighting in the autumn. Thus the 
Arras Battle was the prologue to the rvhole campaign 
of 1917. 

It is impossible, even in so brief an account as 
this, to turn away from this great victory without a 
word as to the splendid sendee of the airmen, and the 
glorious efforts by which they secured the aupreinacy 
over their brave adversaries. The air, the guns, the 
infantry—^thosc are the throe stages which lead from 
one to the other in a modem battle. Starting with 
every possible disadvantage, our knight-errants of 
the air, os without hyberhole they may well be called, 
by a wonderful mistrue of reckless dare-devil bravery 
and technical slcill brought their side to victory. The 
misture of the Berserk fighter and of the cool engineer, 
as ready with the spanner and oil-can as with the 
pistol and machine-gun, is indeed a strange product 
of modem tactics. No' mention of these grand men, 
most of them hardly.more than boys in their years, 
could be complete which did not specially name one 
who is likely to remain as a great memory and in¬ 
spiration in the Service, Captain Albert Ball, a gallant 
youth whose bravery and modesty were equally 
beautiful. He brought down not less than forty-three 
German pianos in single combat before meeting Ms 
own glorious end. 

Whilst this battle had been ragiug along the 
Arras front, the great southern curve which marked 
the eventual halting-place of the German retreat was 
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the sceac oi oontinual fighting, which attained no 
great intensity save at Bullecourt, but smouldered all 
along the lino, as the British drove in the outlying 
German posts and impinged upon the main Hinden- 
burg position from Croisilles to St. Quentin. Detail 
of these smaller operations hardly comes within the 
scale of this narrative, but some indication of then.’ 
natm’e and sequence may be given. On April 2 had 
been the successful advance upon Ecoust, Noreiul, 
Louverval, and Doignies, which was carried out to 
the immediate south of the Seventh Corps area by 
the left of Gough’s Fifth Army. The troops engaged 
were the British Divisions—the Seventh, Fifty- 
eighth, and Sisty-second upon the left near 
Croisilles, the Fourth Austrahans at Noreuil, and 
the Fifth Australians at Doignies and Ileimies. 
This brought the army in this section up to 
the front Hindenbuig Line, which the Australians 
with little support behind them proceeded at 
once to break, a most valiant but rather rash 
undertaking, as it was clear that the task was 
one which required the massed batteries of sovoral 
army corps to bring it to success. The idea was to 
connect up with the flank of the Third Army in its 
new positions and the Sixty-second BritisL Division 
advance on the left for the same purpose. The attack, 
which began upon April 12, was directed against the 
line at a point between Bullecourt village upon the 
left and Lagnicouit upon the right. A broad apron 
of barbed wire covered the whole German front, and 
the only means of piorciog it, in the absence of heavy 
gun power, was by the crushing force of tanks. The 
attack was dehvered across the snow in the early 
morning by men many of whom had never soon snow 
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in tlieir lives until they entered the war zone. Jn onATTEn 
some places the tanks broke the wire, but for the 
greater part the infantry—^West Australians and New 
South Welshmen on right, Victorians on left—^with Anjs*” 
extraordinary gallantry and with considerable loss 12 . 
worked its way through it, taking the village of 
Riencourt. On the farther side, however, they wei'e 
met with repeated bombing attacks which continued 
through the morning and afternoon with such per¬ 
tinacity that the Australian supply of bomba was 
exhausted. There were only three tanks, and though 
they behaved with the greatest audacity they were 
all put out oC action. The artillery support being in¬ 
adequate, the infantry had to fall back, and one 
considerable party, some 700 in number, were unable 
to got through the wire, so that after doing all that 
men could do they were compelled to surrender. 

Several of those men escaped later with fresh tales of 
that German brutality to prisoners which has been 
their constant policy, with a few honourable excep¬ 
tions, since the first days of the war. When the large 
national issues have been settled or forgotten, these 
smaller villainies will leave Germans as outcasts 
among the oivihsed nations of the earth, with no living 
men save the murderers of Armenia with whom they 
can hold equal converse. This temporary repulse 
upon the Hindenburg Line by no means disheartened 
the Australians, who argued that if with so little 
support they could effect so much, a more deliberate 
assault could hardly fail of success. Within three 
wcclcs, as win be shown, they were to prove the truth 
of their contention. 

In the meantime, a considerable German attack 
had been prepared which fell upon the Australian line 
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CHAj-iJiai in tlie eaily moining ol April 15. Two Guards 
Divisions and two ordinary divisions took pait in it, 

B^io 1 small matter. Tlio outposts were 

Ann?! ° weak and a number ol tbe field-gims bad been brought 

Apiii IE. forward into tbe front line, so that tbe fiist onset 
crashed through the defences and brought about a 
situation which might have been dangerous. The front 
line rallied, and with the aid ol supports advanced so 
swiftly upon the Germans that they had little time 
to injure the guns which had come lor the moment 
into their power. The front of the attack was nearly 
six miles, from Hermiesto NoTeml,.with its centre at 
Lagnicourt, and all along this extended position the 
stormers had rushed forward in heavy masses into 
the Australian line. Tt was easier to break than to 
destroy, for every scattered post spat out bullets 
from liflcs and Lewis guns, fighting viciously until 
it was either submerged or rescued. In some posts, 
notably that of Subaltern Pope, an old warrant-officer 
of the Navy from West Australia, the men fired away 
every cartridge and then all died together, stabbing 
and thrusting with their bayonets into the grey clouds 
which hemmed them in. Seventy German dead were 
found round his position. In fiont of Lagnicourt, 
the Geimans had the advanced guns in their hands 
for nearly two hours, but they had been dismantled 
by the gunners before they were abandoned, and the 
Piusfdan Guardsmen had apparently no means of 
either moving or ol destroying them. All of them, 
save five, were absolutely intact when retaken. A 
rush of Queenslanders and New South Welshmen 
drove back the intrudei’s, retrieved the guns, and 
followed the fugitives into Lagnicourt. Large numbers 
of the Germans were shot down in their retreat, 
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especially in their efiorts to get back through the 
gaps in their own wire. Both sides took several 
hundred prisoners in this action, but the German 
losses were heavy, and nothing at all was gained. 

The unita which have been mentioned, the Seventh 
Eifty-eighth, and Sixty-second Divisions, with the 
Fourth and Fifth Australian Divisions, constituted 
for the moment the whole of Gough’s Fifth Army. 
To its south, extending from the right of the 
Australians at Hermics down to the junction with 
the Fi’ench at St. Quentin, lay Rawlinson’s Fomth 
Army, which consisted at this period of the Fifteenth 
Corps (Du Cane) upon the left, with the Twentieth, 
Eighth, and Forty-eighth Divisions in the line. 
To the south of this was the Third Corps with 
the Fifty-ninth, Thirty-fifth, and Thirty-second 
Divisions in the line. Their general instractions 
were to push the enemy back so os to gain 
complete observation of the Hindenburg system. 
The Twentieth Division pushed up into Havrin- 
couit Wood, and gradually by many skirmishes 
cleared it of the enemy, an operation which ex¬ 
tended over some time, but was not accompanied 
by any hard fighting. 

A sharp little action, already described, was fought 
at the extreme south of the British line upon April 
13, in which the Thirty-second Division was engaged. 
This unit captured Fayet, which is only one mile 
north of St. Quentin. At the same time, the two 
divisions upon the left, the Thirty-fifth and the 
Fifty-ninth, advanced and captured the ground 
in feont of them. After some fighting, these two 
divisions occupied the Gricourt—^Pontniet line. This 
section of the line ceased after April to concern the 
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Britisli commanders, for the St. Qnentin end of it 
was taken over by the Prenck, while the trenches 
north of that were occupied by Canadian and Indian 
cavalry, so as to release fresh divisions for the opera¬ 
tions in the north. 

The full objects of the Arras battle, so far as they 
could be attained, had been reached after a week of 
fighting. Had he only himself to consult, Sir Douglas 
would have assumed a strict defensive from that time 
onwards and begun at once to transfer his forces for 
those operations which he had planned in Flanders, 
It was essential, however, that he should hold and 
use up as many German divisions as possible in order 
to help the French oflensive which was about to start 
in the south. How successful the British General 
had been already in this design is shown by his own 
statement that after this weelc of fighting the Germans 
had twice as many divisions opposite to him as they 
had at the beginning, and were driven into constant 
counter-attacks which cost them heavy losses. The 
whole aftermath of the Battle of Arras, extending 
until the end of May, is to be judged from this point 
of view, and though we may be inclined to wince at 
the heavy losses and the limited results, wo have to 
bear in mind continually the wider strategic meaning 
of the operations. 
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CHAPTER III 


OrBIJATIONS m TEE AREA3 SECTOR PROM 
APRIL 23 omVARDS 

Advance of Apiil23—Middieses and Aigyll—Grand fighting of the 
Ii'iltcenth Division—H A.G. at Gavrellc—Operations of Hay 3— 
The GaiTcIIe Windmill—Loss of Picenoy—Oaptnro of itccux— 
The long fight at Bulleconrt. 

Cntpran UpoK April 16 tte gccat French, oft’ensive had broken 
_L out upon the Aisne, directed against the line of Chalk 

OpcratwB'! Downs wliich the British had learned to know so well 

, - , , , . 1 t /N1 • 

Aum m 1914j and arming at that ancient road, the Chemin 
des Dames, which some of the First Division had 
actually reached in that year. The attack was very 
successlul in the outset, a haul of prisoners and guns 
being secured which brought their victory to a level 
with that at Arras. After a time, however, the 
defence became too strong for the attack, and the 
French losses became very serious. Whilst they were 
gathering their strength for a fresh blow, which was 
brilliantly delivered latei* in the year, it was necessary 
for Sir Douglas to keep up his pressure to the north, 
and to engage guns and troops which should, according 
to his original plan, have been diverted long ago to 
the Flemish front. This had the efiect of delaying 
the operations there, and this in turn brought lis 
into the prematuTe rainy season which began upon 
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August) 1 and lasted with very few breaks for the rest Cn-iprEE 
of the autumn. Thus the circumstances at this date, 
imavoidablc as they were, had a malign effect upon 
the year’s campaign, which was greatly increased by .nms 
the wild proceedings of the new Russian rulers, if 
the organisers of anarchy can be knoTO by such a ' 
name. These preposterous people, who began their 
career of democracy by betraying all the democracies 
of the woi'ld, and exemplified their morality by re¬ 
pudiating the loans which had been made to Russia 
in her need, reduced the armies to such a state of 
impotence that they were useless as allies, so that 
the Latin and Anglo-Saxon races had to fight with 
the full weight of the military autocracies. This fact 
made the situation both upon the Itaban and upon 
the Western fronts infinitely more serious than it 
would otheiTvise have been, since not only the men, 
but the munitions of the Germans, could be concen¬ 
trated upon their undoing. 

Upon April 23 there was a renewal of the advance 
all along the British line, which took for its objectives, 
coimting from the south, Bois du Vert, Bois du Sart, 

Pelves, Roeux, GavreUe, Oppy, Aoheville, etc. 

Upon this date. Snow’s Seventh Corps in the 
south had the Thirty-third Division upon its right, 
the Thirtieth in the centre, and the Fiftieth upon 
the left. It was a day of hai'd fighting and of very 
limited gains, for General Snow experienced all 
the disadvantages which the attack has against the 
defence, when there is no overwhelming artillery 
to blast a road for the infantry. All three divisions 
made some progress in the early hours of dawn, 
but the whole of the two northern divisions and 
the centre of the Tlurty-third Division were soon 
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CnAPTEB Leld up and were fiually driven back to tlioir starting- 
point by very heavy machine-gun fire. About 11 a.m. 

oii"Atioin a heavy German counter-attack, preceded by a teinhc 

Aiiif. shower ol sJiells, came rolling down the Cojoul Valley, 

ApuT'*^ driving back the Fiftieth Divosion after their very 
fine initial advance. The obstacle in front of the 
troops was notlring leas than the Ilindenbui'g front 
line, so that they might wel] find it a difficult mit to 
crack. The Tliirtieth Division fell back in touch 
with the Fiftieth, but the Thirty-third managed to 
hold on to its gain of ground on the flank which had 
brought it into the German front lino south of the 
Sens^e River. 

The position at this part of the line had become 
serious, and was ever more so as the evening passed 
into night, for the forward position of the Thirty-third 
Division had exposed its whole left flank, its advanced 
rmits were cut oii, and the Germans, pushing back 
the Lancashire men of the Thirtieth Division, had 
worked forward to an extent which threatened the 
guns. If the advance continued, the Thirty-third 
Division must either fall back luider most difficult 
couditious or be overwhelmed. General Pinney held 
his gi'ound, aird was comforted in doing so by the 
sounds all night of a brisk rifle-fire upon his front, 
though it was impossible to ascertain what troops 
were in so isolated a position. With the first light 
of morning, two battalions of the 19th Brigade, 
the 20th Royal Fusiliers and 2nd Welsh Fusiliers, 
were pushed forward to clear up the situation. They 
came after advancing 1200 yards upon the remains of 
two grim, battle-stained companies, one of the 1st 
lilliddlesex and one of the 2nd Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders, who had spent some fifteen hours in 
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the heart of the eneoiy’s advance, seeing their attacks Cnwrcs 
sweeping past them, but keeping as steady as two 
rocks in a stream. Apart Rom the other hardships Opeiatmni 
of their position, they had endured the whole of the Vn^ 
British bari-agc put down to stop the German advance. 

Tliia stont defence not only screened tie face of the 
Thirty-thud Division, hut to some extent covered 
the flank of the Thirtieth—a striking example of 
what may he accomplished by a small body of 
determined men who refuse to despair, be the situation 
ever so desperate. In their sheU-holes were found a 
score or so of German prisoners whom they had held 
in their clutch. Lieutenant Henderson of the High¬ 
landers received the V,C. over the fine stand made 
by his troops, and Lieut, rlrchibald of the same 
battalion, together with Captain Belsham. and Lieut. 

Rutter of the Middlesex, received decorations for 
valour, as did many of their brave foRowers. It was 
a deed which was worthy of the famous 91at and 
of the old Die-Hards of Albuera. Altogether upon 
this day the Thirty-third Division gained great 
distinction, and, as a visible sign of its prowess, 

760 prisoners from the German Sixty-first Division. 

The attack, so far as the Sixth Corps was concerned, 
was launched in the early morning of April 2S, with 
the 44th and 45th well-tried Scottish Brigades upon 
the light; on theii left were the 88th and 87th Brigades 
of Regulars, and farther north still was the 61st 
Brigade with one battalion of tho 60th, The remain¬ 
ing brigades were in reserve, with the Third Division 
in support behind them. 

The advance was met by au extremely heavy 
machine-gun fire and by a desperately destructive 
baiTage of heavy artiUeay. In spite of this, the 
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CuAri'jjB infantry made good progress at several points. The 
Hjghlaiiders of the 44th and the Lo-wlanders of 
oiiCTdtions the 45th Brigades faced the deadly fire with equal 
Ariaf. bravery, and had soon established themselves to 
Atr 2 a north and partly to the east of Guemappe. 
The Twenty-ninth Division had also made a fine 
advance, being facreened from the flank fire which 
told heavily upon their comrades to north and south. 
By nine o’clock they had reached the line which had 
been marked out as their objective, and though the 
Gennans came swarming down from Pelves, they 
could not budge thena from them new positions. On 
the British left, however, the advance had failed, 
for the guns in Roeux on the north side of the Scarpe 
commanded theh flank, and the 61st Brigade was 
unable to get forward in the north, and only slightly 
in the south. The German counter-attacks flevolopod 
so strongly in the course of the morning that the 
Fifteenth Division had to fall back from their ad¬ 
vanced positions, taking up a line due north of 
Gu6mappe, where it was in very close touch with the 
Germans in front and with the 88th Brigade upon 
the left. Both brigades of the Twenty-ninth Division, 
thrown out in a large semi-circle, held fast to their 
ground all day. At six in the evening the support 
brig-ude of the Fifteenth Division, the 46th Brigade, 
advanced and again won the forward line, induding 
the village of Guemappe; but the Seventeenth 
Division upon the left was unable to get forward. 
The 46th Brigade, as night fell, found its isolated 
position so precarious that it fell back a little so as to 
get into closer touch with the right of the Twenty- 
ninth Division, hut still held on to the village. It 
was a long and hard day’s fighting, in which both 
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parties gave and took severe blows. Tbe Gorman OnAriEB 
resistance was very strong from the JSi'st, and though 
a fair amount of ground was gained, it was at a 
considerable cost, which was only justihed by the Aram 
fact that the enemy in their counter-attacks suffered 
even more heavily. At nightfall, a portion only of 
the fii'st objective had been won. Bavarian and Scot 
had fought till they were weary round Gudmappe, 
and never had the dour tenacity of our northern 
troops been more rudely tested. It was a fine 
exhibition of valour on both sides, but the village 
stayed with the Scots. 

The Seveuteenth Corps on. the other side of the 
Scarpe had very s imil ar experiences upon this day of 
battle as their neighbours in the south. The Thirty- 
seventh Division was on their left and the Fifly- 
first upon the right. The Thirty-seventh pushed 
their lino forward to their final objective, which did 
not contain any particular village. This advanced 
line they were able to hold. The Fifty-first Division, 
charging forward with the old Celtic fire, cairied the 
Chemical Works by assault, and the Corona Trench 
beyond them; but after a desperate day of alternate 
advance and retreat, their final line was to the west 
of the Chemical Works. It was a very hard day’s 
work upon this sector, and the losses upon both sides 
were very heavy. 

The Thirteenth Corps upon the same day had 
attacked Oppy and Gavielle to the north, with the 
result that the Sixty-third Division captured the 
latter. Oppy had proved to be, for the time, in¬ 
violable ; but the assault upon Gavrelle was brilliantly 
successful, the village being stormed with a splendid 
rush, in spite of the most deadly fire, by the 189th and • 
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190th Brigades of the Sisfy-thii’d Naval DivisioJi. 
The (.lorman losses weic. greatly jnertiasod iiptiii thir- 
ocoasion hy tboir iijisiiefoshiul coiiiitor-altaehs, wliicli 
spread over soveial siieechKivc days, atid iiovct made 
an inrprosHion. K is on lecord lliat one gatberiiig f)l 
2000 men, eollected in a hollow, was obscivod ami 
aigiiallcd to tlio guns, with tiio result tiiat they wen* 
simply shot to pieces by a surldeu eoiicciitiation of 
fire. An officer who observed this ineiclent has made 
a statement as to the com})lotc naliire ol tlio eata- 
strophe. More than 1000 pi'isoners vveio taken on 
tlis front, and nearly 3000 in all. To tlio iioith of 
the line the hifth Jlivision also advanced on ■(ho 
German position, the chief attack being carried out 
by the OSth Jhigade, liaving the lilloctric Generating 
ytation as its objeoli-ve. In liiis opeialion the 1st 
Cornwalls paitieularly distuigiuslied themselves. 'Jlio 
result of the ailvatuio was a mere leadjiisl.niont of 
the line, for the 15th Brigade upon the rigid/ was 
stopped by uncut wii-o, tlioiigh the Gormans were 
actually soon holding np tJieir hands in the trendies. 
Seeing the attack at a standstill, the Gormans hrought 
np their macliino-guns and drove it back. 
the immediate noith ol the Pifth Divihion, the 
Sherwood Eorestor Brigade of the Forty-siN.l/h 
Division was brought to a stand in Irout of lldl 115 
and Fosse 3, two strong positions hrislling with 
maohine-gims. The Gth and 8th Korestois .sulTered 
hea-vily in this attack, 9 officers and 200 men being 
killed, wounded, or taken. Farther still to the nortii, 
the Sixth Division had moved towauls the Dyna¬ 
mite Magazine and Nash Alloy, but Jiero also tJie 
attack was held by the defence. On the whole, in 
spite of the prisoners and in spite of Giidmappo and 
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Gavrelle, it was doubtful if the gains made up for Ciiaiujcb 
the losses upon the day’s balance. 

A BGcoud clay ol hard lighting was destined to oix-i amu? 
follow that of April 23, though tlio advance began au.^ 
later in the day. In the area of the Seventh Corps 
some advance was made in the centre and two field- 
gnus were captured. The Sixth Corps also went 
forward again. The fi'ont attached was strong, the 
fii-e heavy, and the attaching troops liad again and 
again been through the furnace, which had only 
tempered their courage, but had woefully consumed 
their numbers. The Fifteenth Division in the south 
got forward some distance and dug thomselves in on 
the new lino. The Twenty-ninth also made some 
gains, but were unable to retain them,- and fell back 
upon their old line. In. the movement some of the 
parties to flank and rear were overwhelmed, and 260 
men, including 3 ofllcors, weie taken. In the north, 
the Seventeenth Division hold its old line, and did 
not join in the advance. After nightfall the Twelfth 
Division came into line again, relioviiig the weary 
Twenty-ninth. Farther north the Seventeenth Coi-ps 
and the First Army were driving hack counter¬ 
attacks. 

The next day (April 26) saw the long struggle still 
renewed. In the early morning the 60th and 62nd 
Brigades of the Seventeenth Division went forward 
and made some progie-ss, as did the indomitable 
Fifteenth Division in tho south. It was clear, liow- 
ovor, that the forces available for attack were not 
strong enough to attain any considerable result in 
this portion of the line. The Fifteenth, however, 

Averc not to be denied, and with extraordinary tenacity 
they made a sudden night attack upon Aprfl. 26, and 
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CnArim Ioi‘ «. time got posacsaioii oi a stioiig ({criiian po^t, 
called Cavalry Farm, wliich banocl tlio Tlio 

Opuiitious eaciay counter-attacked in Hie curly morning oi 
a'iiiI" April 27 and ie-occuj)ietl tlic ^'iirin, ])nt the ScoLa- 
riTar firmly to the troju'licH immediately aoutli 

’ of it. At this date the Sevetdeentli drew otit of the 
line and the Third eame iu agnin m the centre o[ the 
Corps front, while the TwelHh moved to the loft. 
They were just in time to meet ii strong Cennaii 
night attack upon April 27, which bioke befojc I he 
riilo and maoliine-gun fire of the infantry at tlie point 
oi contact between the two cliviaions. Tire Corniau 
losses wore heavy, and they loft a few piismiers 
behind them. 

April 28 had boon fixed lot a foiwaid movemeui/ 
of Forguason’s Sevcntoeivth Corps on the north of the 
Scarpe, so tho Twelfth Division on the south bunk 
advanced in sympathy with it. TJiis attack gained 
possession of pari of Bayonet Trench, a foiiuhlabh' 
lino which crossed the front, hut a furtlier attiu Ic 
was unable to clear tho whole of it, on account of the 
very severe madnue-gun fire down tho Bcai'|io Valley. 

it was a day of haul fighting to the lunth of the 
Scarpo, which only affected the line of the Sixtli 
Corps to the extent that the TJurty-foiu’th Division 
failed to carry the Chemical Works on tho north 
bank of the river. It was tho possession by tbe 
enemy of this position and of the village of Runix 
to the oast of it which was so Jatal to all advances 
south of the Soarpe, as tho guns from thesre places 
enfiladed tho southern hno. But for this the Twelfth 
Division might have reached their whole ohjcctivo. 
The Thirty-fourth Division made another attempt 
upon Rceux in the middle of the night, but again 
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without success, and the Second Division farther Gicaitgb 
jiol'th had no hotter luck in front of Oppy. 

Although the jtrogreas had been very limited at Oiieiation? 
the southern end of the line, there were better results Aims 
to the north. The Cauadiana, whose staying power 
in this long-drawn figliting was as remarkable as 
their valour, had taken Arleux, together with a con¬ 
siderable section of trench upon either side of it. 

This fine assault was opposed by wire, by sunken 
roads, and by a desperate hand-to-hand encounter 
amid the ruins, all of wJueh failed to hold the 
Canadian infantry. On their right the 6th and 6th 
Brigades of the Second Division were heavily engaged 
iji front of Oppy and Oppy Wood with some success 
at first, but this was neutralised by a strong German 
counter-attack. Some progress had boon made also 
by the Thirty-seventh Division upon the left, and 
hy the Thirty-fourth Division to the right of the 
Seventeojitb Corps to the north of Gavrello, and on 
IJio slopes of the long inclino kirown as Greenland 
Hill between Gavrelle and Rceux. In these two 
days of defensive fighting tlio Gorman bulletins 
claimed a victory, but the fact that they had lost 
ground and nearly 1000 prisoners was sufllcient to 
show how hollow was the pretence. Their losses 
were greatly increased by the continual unsuccessful 
counter-atbacks which they threw against tbe now 
positions nr the Oppy line, which had now reached 
the edge of the village. Gavrelle village was attacked 
no Jess than seven times, and oaoh time the slorniors 
wore completely repulsed. 

■One particular deed of valour connected with 
those operations demands some fuller exposition. 

The front of tiu' Gormnn line which bad been breached 
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CiMrurii IbeLwcen Gavrello on tlio houUi and tlie I'.iillonl 
Gavrello railway upon Llie uorLli, was a nariow ono, 

Oi)(.iatioii-, aiifi tlic Naval Divifiioii liad penoLiatod licio io a 

in tliu T • 

Aiiu depth oi neaily 1000 yairlH, tnuw creating u nnirow 
salient into llic Geiman dolcnres with ils apex at a 

Aplll Oil ^ ^ * . I 

foj'tified winilmill. The 4th Bod lords, suppoitcd by. 
tlio 7th Royal h’iioihcr&, wcic le,sponsible for this 
advance. The attacks at the noith had failctl. Tims 
the troops in the salient had a most didicuU (asK in 
holding the position in view of tin* dcLoiinined eonnlin- 
attacks, which had contiimod with hardly a olieek 
from Api-il 23, when the salient was tinnied. 'I’he 
prcssuio It'll upon the I90th Brigade,‘and vciy especi¬ 
ally upon the 7bh Royal Eubilicvs and the 1st Honour¬ 
able Artilleiy Oornpany. 

The ordeib had boon given to oiidoavoiir t-o widen 
the base oi tlio salient by bombing up the German 
ticnohcs to the northvpaid, and thin work was com 
nutted to Major Osuioiul ol tlio II.A.G. The attack 
was to be cairicd on in two paiallel lines the one 
up the original front treueli ami tiie other ii]) the 
oiiginal support trcueli. 'J’lu’ce young beiitenaiits 
1‘olKud, O’Biicii, and llaiiie—led the boiubors, ami 
they catnc away with a rush which would have 
glaildoucd the lioaits ol the many genetatioius ol 
soldiers who have serwed in this .inciont corps. The 
railway to the north was their limit, and they had 
almost reached it Avlieii llainc’s paity found ilsi'lf 
held up by a fortress containing 2(K) of the Fusilier 
Guauls. Ho sab dowix bcfoie it, reptilscd a severo 
countor-at(.ae.k, sent biuk for tivnch mod.ars, ami 
upon April 28, after a rest dming which the 1 st Marino 
Battalion maintaiiieil and enlarged the lino, he 
attaclced it in due foiin. Alter a short but vigorous 
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boiiibarcliiiciit, he captured ifc with two macliine-guLs Citapteu 
and fifty o£ the ga,rriaon. Tfe waa ordered to leave a 
platoon in tbe captiii'cd post, but they, ill turn, were 
bosieged by an attacking foice of the Grerman Cruards Am? 
coming down-tionch, and driving in the exbicine 
riglit of the Second Division in the north. The 
platoon, or what was left of it, blew up the guns 
and retreated upon the main body of theii- Company, 
who were asgeinblod, under Haino, just south of the 
railway. There they established a block and re¬ 
mained fast, while Pollard throw out his bombers on 
the loft to form a defensive flaulc. 

Whilst the Eoyal jMarinos liad held the lino they 
had endeavoured to push the Goj mans to the north 
and had lost heavily in the venture. They—or the 
scanty remains of them—were now relieved by the 
<(th Bedfords ajid 7th Eoyal Fusiliers. Encoui-aged 
by this strenglhoning of the general lino, tbe inde¬ 
fatigable llaino, whose company now numbered only 
thirty-five men, assembled his miniature siege-train, 
beleaguered the fort once more, and captured it for 
the socond time with its garrison. Pollaid ivith his 
men then pushed past, and took the northern objeotivo _ 
which had already cost so clearly. Having seized, it, 
he called to his aid men of the Bedfords, the 7th 
h'usiUors, and of the 22nd Eoyal Fusiliers of the 
Second Division to hold, the new line. The battle 
swung aud swayed for a time as the Germans made 
successive efforts, but the whole Naval Division front 
and part of the Second Division front was cleared. 

The total treucih line taken hy Pollard was about a 
mile, and J 000 yards of this he cleared with the help 
of lour bombers, while Haine repelled no fewer than 
fourteen attacks. Altogether it was a remarkable 
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OiuyuR example ol what audacity and initiative (jan do, and 

_L both these young ofliccis obtained the V,C, for their 

dsl'Cnmncd vtdour, wliile Major Oamond, in loc.d 

Aim- charge of the operation, won liis B.S.O. 

Miiy°:i ^ ^ general battle upon the Hdtish 

front, the attack being ananged to help the coming 
French advance due upon May fl. The luaiu action 
raged from Vimy in the north to the Scarpn, while to 
the south of the Scaipe the Hixth Corps and Seventh 
Corps still continued their indefatigable struggles to 
get forward post the Moncliy-Giiotnappo lino on lo 
Pelves aird Cheiisy. The upshot ol the Jong rlay's 
fighting was the capture ol Fj-esnoy by the Canadians 
at one end of the line, and of a part of the now Gennan 
line by the Aualialians at the other end. The 0]>py 
position was also enlarged and strongtlienod, anil 
progress was made all along the front as lar south as 
CVoisilles. Nearly a thousand additional primmoi'S 
were taken by tho Seventh Corps. 

The operations in the southom area upon May 3 
were carried out by tbc hard-worked 'J’wonty-(ii’.st 
Division upon tho light, the Eighloonth in iJie 
centre, and tho Fourteenth on the loJt. (lood iirogress 
was made all along the lino, which oxteiulod in the 
evening roughly from the St. Kolia it Factory through 
a point 1000 yards west oi Cherisy to tho west edges 
of Fontaine. All three divisions had hard lighting, 
and all tlireo lived up to their high reputations. A t 
one time, tho 63rd Eastern County Biigadc of the 
Eighteenth Division had actually entered and jiassed 
Chei-isy, but the pr^ure of the counter-altaelcs 
and of the guns was too strong, and they had to 
relax their grip. In commenting upon tlds achieve¬ 
ment, General Snow remarked: “ T have never met 
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a division whicli so persistently pasliedits way foi’ward Chamek 
during tlie intervals between heavy fighting, and the 
ground (over 1000 yards) won in Lliis manner stands 
to its oredit.” The 8th Norfolk and ] 0th Essex did Ana? 
particularly well. In the Eouitcenth Division the 
42nd Brigade was in close touch with the Londoners 
on their loft, while the 44th were on the right. The 
Erst 1500 yards’ advance of this division was easy 
going, but here as olsowhore the darkness caused loss 
ol touch and some confusion, which was not improved 
by the severe Ere into which the troops came with the 
breaking of the dawn. It is a dismal expoiienco at 
any time to trudge through that leaden sleet, but most 
dismal surely in that cold ghostly hour of early 
morning. The 8Lh Rifle Brigade and 7bh K.R.R. 
did all that men could do, and held a flanlc for the 
Eighteen bh Division when they advanced upon 
Cherisy, but when at last the latter was forced back 
the Eourteentli Division retired also, and found them- 
solvos by ] 0.30 in the morning little advanced from 
where they started. 

The exertions and losses of the 42nd Brigade upon 
tho loft of the divisional front were not less than 
those upon the right, nor had they anything solid to 
show for them. Their advance was led by the 
5th Oxford and Bucks upon the right, with the 
9th Rifle Brigade upon the left. The Oxfords with 
groat gallantry captured a position called New 
Trench, and endeavoured to consolidate it, but after 
sustaining a shattering Ere from every sort of missile, 
and alter having lost 300 men, they were charged 
by six or seven waves of ijxfantry, each wave being 
about 150 strong. Their numbers and the volume 
of their fire were not sufBioiont to stop such an advance, 
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OltAI’JIJlt and tliG romnaiiia foil back alter liaving t.ikot) lieavy 
toll of blicir assailants. 

OiRiaiions 'ph(j udvaiujo to tbc immediate sontli ol the Stiai po 
drills was started at an hour belorc dawn, and was carried 

wly'j ontbylho Pifty-skfcli, Tliircl, and 'IVollth Divisions 

of tlio Si\Lli Corps in tlio ouler nainod 1mm south to 
north. 1’hi.s attack from the onael met wiLh the sanio 
tcrrilio machine-gun fire whicJi liad limited all our 
gains and made them so ciostly upon tins front. Dn 
the extreme right the OWth Biigailo made a most 
clashing advance, passing thiougli Cavalry Ifnim 
in tlio darkness, and making good their footing in 
the Gorman system of tronebos to the c'lvst ol it. 
lu this quarter the gaui ol ground was [lonuaix'nt, 
but tbe I07fch Brigade upon the loft was nob so 
BuoeoHsliil, and was held nj) by wire and m.iiilunc-gnns, 
as was the 8th Brigade U])tm its lelt. All tbe leading 
battalions in this qiiai'tor suLstained crnsJiing losses, 
especially tlie Isb London, the 7bh Middlcisex, and tlio 
2nd llioyal Boobs. For some reason tlie British 
ai tillcry preparation seems to liavo been entirely 
iiiadcqiuitc. “ As soon as the fiist wave tojiped the 
ridge between our Ironb line tmd the Gorman trerndt, 
it \va,s obvious that tJxo lattei had never boon ade¬ 
quately dealt with, and Jiad apparonfly escaped the 
barrage, as it was full of infantry standing sbouldor 
to shoulder, and wailing for our meu to come on. In 
consequence, wliilo isolated groups gob fonvurd, the 
groat bulk of our meu were attacked by a witlioring 
Ire, and pinned down into shell holes iroui which they 
' were unable to cinorgc until aftej> darknoss.” 

The hostile sholliug in all this St. Roliai t area was 
almosli incessant during iJio day, and of so heavy a 
volume that it was sucli as hud luiidly over been 
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witnessed by ajiy one presoiit, “ II we }iad niiotlicr CnAPrun 
day o[ it 1 verily believe we should liave been reduced 
to idiocy.” So wrote a brave veteran who endured 
it. It w.as thoi'clorc clear that the Ihitish countei- Ains 
battery work bad been at fault. Adrl bo this that the 
start bclorc dawn had tlic same cCecfc as in other parts 
of the line, causing clubbing of units with loss of 
dii'cction, and it must bo admitted that tJic experience 
of the soldiers u|)rin May 3 was nol a happy one. 
DeverclJ’s Tlib’d Division upon the lelt of the h’ifty- 
sixth found nuicli the same conditions and could make 
little progi-css. On the cxticmo left, however, the 
SOth Brigade of the Twelfth Division, tho same 
unit which had done so well at Ovillcrs, made a fine 
advance, gaining tho position known as Scabbard 
Tienoli. They lost it temporarily to a counter¬ 
attack, but it was again taken and permanently held 
by tho 7th Sussex. Tho fact that tlio con'cspouding 
point on tire noiiiU bank of tho Scaipc had not yet 
been taken by tho flank unit ot the Sevcnteentli Chips 
made it im]ioHsible to get farther forward in this 
quarter. The dilliculty of tho Twelfth Division, 
which had made tho farthest advance in the morning, 
was that they had gone forward in the daiiaioss, and 
had lost direction and touch with each other, while 
leaviug behind them scattered par-ties of Clonnan 
infantry. Tiro result was that wheu the Clernmna 
began tlifir countci'-attacks tho front Biitisb lines 
wore practically suiTOunded, and sovci-al small parties 
of the 37th Brigade wore cut ojfl. One little post of 
the 6th Buffs was entirely isolated a thousand yards 
ahead ol the British line, but held oil the enemy all 
day, and 16 men, tho survivors out of 40, nude 
their way back in tlio evening, scrambling through 
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ciiArTnw Gcrmau trenohoa aud shooting down all opjioaition. 

By that time the whole right of the Twelfth Biviaion 
opniUom Pad 1,0011 forcoil hack to its original line, but tlic left 

Itl llU‘ 

Aims still held firm in Scabhaid Tiencli. The diviaion had 
^am. 2000 casualties in this day's fighting. 

The JOflth Brigade had in the mcaiiwliilo main- 
taiued a difficult position with very great gallantly. 
Tiiis position had boon always isolated upon the loft, 
but it was covered upon the right by tlie successful 
advance of the Eourtoonth Light Division to the south 
of the Cojeul Eiver. About mid-day, however, a 
strong German advance forced the Pouitoenth l)i vi¬ 
sion backto their original line, ivith the result that the 
light flank of the 109th Brigade became exposed. It 
was only when there seemed an inuninent possibility 
of being out off that this gallant brigade, which con¬ 
tained the 2nd London, Viotorias, Wostminslors, and 
London Eiflc Brigade, was compelled to drop back to 
theii’ original line. It was a barren and bloody day 
in this section of the liuo, save foi the limited gain upon 
the south of the Scaipo. Two maoliine-guns and 100 
prisoners were the meagre trophies of a long day’s 
fighting. Yet in estimating robiilts, one must never 
lose sight of that necessity lor constant action which 
is the only method by whicJi the side which has the 
stronger reserves can assert its eventual superiority 
in a war of attrition. 

To the north, the Eourth Division gained ground 
east of the Chemical Works and penetrated into 
■Rooiix, but were driven out once more, the lOlli and 
11th Biigades, especially the 1st Smnersots and 2iul 
Seaforths, having very licavy losses. The Winlh 
Division got well forward upon their left, some of 
them over-shooting their objeebivo—Bit Tronch~and 
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being cut oE. Very heavy comiter-atiacks in the CiiAriin 
altemoou broke upon this and upon the other sections 
o£ the Third Army. In the evening, both the Eouith 
and Niutli Divisions with gallant pertinacity tried to a.uh') 
get fojwaid again in the hope that their advanced 
posts might still bo rescued, but they had no success. 

A hundred prisoners were taken, but at least as many 
wore lost, including Highlanders, West Eidings, and 
Laucashiie Eusiliers, victims o£ their own push and 
valour. 

To the nojih of the Ninth Division, two divisions 
of the Tlnirtoonth Corps, the Thirty-first to the south 
and the Eifth to the north, had beaten furiously 
against the German fine upon the Oppy—Gavrelle 
sector. The eilorts of these divisions wore greatly 
handicapped, as in the case of others, by the very 
early hour' at which the action had begun, and by 
moonlight in the earlier hours, which exposed the 
assembly of the troops. Starting in pitch darkness 
the brigades lost touch and direction, so that they 
were unable to roach their objectives with the speed 
and precision which is so necessary if bai’rages and 
machine-guns are to bo avoided. The 92nd East 
Voikshire Brigade of the Thirty-first Division ad¬ 
vanced upon Oppy Wood, and found itself among 
trees in the darkness with criss-cross lacings of 
barbed wire from the branchoa iu every direction, 
and a heavy fire beating on their rarJes, Tlie 
obstacles would have been diEfioult in day-time, but 
were impossible at night. The battalions got com¬ 
pletely mixed up, and finally a strong German attack 
drove them back bo their trenches, in spite of a most 
strenuous resistance, notable lor many deeds of valour, 
for one of which, the single-handed attack upon a 
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CnArnsB nuicliinc-gun, Lieiitetiaiit ITarrison of the lUh East 
Yoikb reoeivod a poblkunioLis Victoi ia Ciosb. 
mUw*™'*' WohI Yorkshire Brigade liad got oil’ 

Atu'h well and had reaolierl ita objcotive, hut tins &uc- 
Mly °3 f'C'islal Ociiiiaii attack exposed the IGth West Yoik- 
shiios, who were tho flank bnttahou, to picssuic u])()ii 
its loft icai, so that they had eventually to fall back. 
'riiLS exposed the ICth and pait of tho 18th West 
Yoikshires, who were now holdmg Gavrolle village 
and the trenches to tho inmiediato north oi rt. Koi a 
time things were vciy critical, and the windmill which 
coimnaudoil the village was xctakon by the ouciiiy. 
The Colonel of tho I5th West Yorkb collected sixty 
men of his battalion and held sploadidly to tho I'ast 
bide of the village lor tho whole day. One company 
ol tho 18th Duihams under Lieutenant IJitclungs was 
sent to retake tlio windmill, which they did, but wcm'o 
cUivou out again by tho shattciing lire of tho oncniy. 
They re-Cuimcd at tlic foot of the slope and attacked 
and I’pcaptuied tho mill once moie, only to ho drivim 
out for the third time. Again they took the mill, 
and this time they drove back the Ueiman countci- 
altack and held on to the position. Sixty out of a 
bundled 111 tho Biitish ranks bad fallen, but when I he 
baJitlc painter of the future is in scarcli for a subjed, 
ho will find none better than that of tlie foi ty am vivors 
under their boy leader, woaiicd, blood-btaiiied, but 
victorious ill their shot-torn mill. The whole Gaviollo 
position was now held, the 93rd being strengthened by 
two battalions from tho 94th York and Lancaster 
' Brigade. 

Tho one outstanding success of tho day was the 
capture of Presnoy by the First Divibion of Canadians, 
which was carried out with tho usual dash and gallantry 
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ol this veteian uniL, whose worth had, now been proved Chaptbii 
upon 30 many battlefields. The fighting was the 
more severe as the village was full of German troops oppiabiom 
mustered for an attack. Fresnoy was, however, most Auai 
difficult to hold, as the enemy had retained trench 
systems both to the north and to the south of it. 

Shoi'tly after its capture the First Canadians were 
drawn out of the line for a rest, and the Thii teenth 
Corps extended to the left, so as to take over its front 
and to connect with the Second Canadians. 

Ill the early dawn oE Hay 8 the garrison of the 
village was driven out by a powerful attack from 
tbi'ce German divisions. This attack fell at the point 
ot contact between the left of the British and the light 
ol the Canadians, and was so severe that both were 
pnshed back. The 95th Brigade of the Fifth Division, 
which had moved down from the Lena area, was the 
particular one which boro the brunt upon the British 
line, and the two front battalions, the 1st East Surreys 
and 12bh Glouccstcis, lost heavily under the terrible 
concentrated shellfire which a survivor who had tested 
both described as being “ as bad as LonguevaL” For 
some reason the artillery support was deficient, and 
the S,0,S. signals were unanswered. Tie infantiy 
were driven out by the Geman rush, and • a 
gallant coimter - attack led by a Major of the 
Gloucestors, with some of thoir men and some of 
the 1st Cornwalls, failed to recover the position. 

The Canadians made no less desperate efforts, but it 
was impossible to stand against the concentrated 
bombardment. “ You could not see for mud in the 
air,” says an observer. Fresnoy became once more a 
part of the German line. The price paid, however, 
was a very heavy one, for it was only the second 
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OiiArTEB attackiug division, wlio were tlie lamoiw SlJiBaviirians, 

_L which, cffeoicd a lodgment after the leading division 

m heen broken and driven back with very heavy 

Alias losses by the rapid fire of the defenders. Upon fclie 
British side a largo proportion of the small garri.son 
was Idlled or wounded, while 300 were talron. The 
1st Devons came up in the evening and the lino was 
reconstructed about 600 yards to the rear of the old 
one. It was determined, however, to push il forward 
a.t once, and in the early morning of May 9 the Ponrth 
Canadians upon the left, the Devons in the centre, 
and the 16th Brigade upon the right, pushed on oucc 
more, and established the line close to the village, 
which still remained in the hands of tlie enemy. 

Up to this point the new British offensive which 
had stai-ted upon April 9, and had now come practi¬ 
cally to au end, had yielded tlie splendid results of 
400 officers and 19,100 men piisoners, 98 licnvy guns, 
and 169 field-pieces captured, together with 227 
trench mortars, 464 machine-guns, and other' matorial. 

The battle of May 3, which had ended by some 
gain of ground, and by the capture of nearly 1000 
prisoners (as against some 300 which wore lost upon 
that day), was the last general action along the now 
line, though it was followed by numorons local 
engagements. 

On May 10, in-the dusk of the evening, the lull 
upon the Scarpe was broken by a most succassful 
attaolc by the Pourth Division upon Roux Station, 
the Cemetery, the Chemical Works, and finally the 
village itself, every one of these points being taken 
by storm. The value of tliis success may bo judged 
by the fact that this was the ninth assault upon the 
position,, a fact which gives an index both of the 
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perLinacity ol British infantiy and of the atoadfa&t o/uijtKii 
courage of the successive Gcj’toan garrisons. The 
10th Brigade, led by that man of many wounds and 
honours, de Wiart, took the village itself, the Dublin aui" 
Fusiliers and the newly formed hattalioiv, made from jg 
dismounted Household Cavalry, doing good service. 
Berners’ 11th Brigade had advanced upon the loft 
and captured all their objectives, the Ist Hants 
taking the ChAteau, whilst the Ist East Lauoashircs 
and the Ist Rifle Brigade got the Chemical Works, 
the scene of so many combats. The place was 
defended by the .S62nd Brandenburgers, who were 
nearly all IdUed or taken, the prisoners being over 
500 in number. The Foiu’th Division handed over 
Rooux to the 61st Higliland Territorials, who success¬ 
fully held it during a very desperate counter-attack 
upon the night of May J 3. The incessant and costly 
countor-attadcs of the Germans in all these regions 
proved how vital they coiwidercd these lost positrons. 

On May 11 there was another sharp little action 
which improved the Britrsh position. Upon that 
date the 168tb Brigade of the Fifty-sixth Division 
made a sudden attack at nightfall upon Tool Trench, 
an awkward position which ran aloirg a small spur 
and had been a cause of loss in the previous attaclc. 

It was captured with a rush, together with a handful 
of prisonors and six machine-guns. This position 
was consolidated and permanently held. On the 
same night tic 160th Brigade on the right advanced 
ils line between Cavalry Farm and the Oojeul River. 

Next day an attempt was made to carry forward this 
success along the northern portion of the corps Une, 
hut was met with so heavy a barrage that it was not 
possible to carry it out. 
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Chatohb The Btrain upon the divisions cluiiiig this I'oii- 
tinuous fighting had, been so gieat that it was found 
Oiwiitioiw necessai'y to give them all tlie vest and j’oliof possible. 
Alias With this object in view, the Sixth Covps Xvoiit was 
Htotor. divisions, the Eifly-sixth ujjon 

the right and the Twenty-ninth on the left. In order 
to cover the whole line, the Corps mounted troops 
were advanced and were placed in the trenches upon 
the south of the Scarpe, which were Jess vulnerable 
since the capture of Rcbux by the Eourth Division. 

In the dim light ol the very early morning of 
May 16, after a heavy shell-fall, a new division of tlie 
enemy was thrust forward just north of tJio Scarpe. 
In a long day’s fighting it was practically destroyed, 
for though in its first ardent advance it flowed over 
the shot-shattered advance posts, it was finally hold, 
and then after a long tussle was shot out of its new 
positions by the rifles and Lewis giuis, until befoie 
evening it was back whence it stai't.ed. In this brisk 
action thousands of the assailants were killed oi 
wounded with nothing to show for it save the sub¬ 
stantial losses which they inflicted. This very severe 
attack fell mainly upon the Fifty-first Division, wJio 
showed once more that British formations, even iJ 
peneti-ated, are very far from being defeated. 

On May 18 there was a spirited local operation 
by the 8th Middlesex of the lOTth.Biigade, hr which 
they made a very gallant bombing attack upon that 
portion of Tool Trench which was not yet in BcitiHli 
hands. The opposition, however, was so strong that 
no permanent good could be effected. On tire next 
day there was a further attempt to get forward, both 
by the 167th and by its neighbour, the 87th Bngado. 
The fire was too deadly, however, and the advaneo 
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was not successful. This failure seems to have been Cir«irB 
duo to a knowledge on the part of the enemy as to 
tho coming assault, for the machine gun fire and the oimatwin 
barrage opened in full force at the very moment Am? 
when the leading line of infantiy sprang over the 
lips of their assembly trenches. 

May 20 marked a successful advance of the Thirty- 
third Division on the right of the Seventh Corps, 
against the Jlindenbiu’g Lme in the Sensec Valley 
and southwards towards Bulleoourt. On this occasion 
thore was no preliminary bombardment and no 
creeping barrage. A mist helped the 98th Brigade 
to deploy unobserved under the bulge of the challc 
hills that rise to the south ol tho Sensoe Valley. 

When this mist rose tho Germans had a fine, though 
transitory, view of British tactics, for tho battalions 
wore advancing as upon an Aldershot jfield day. 

The 100th Brigade woiked down the Ilindenburg 
Lino noiih of the river, crossed it, and joined 
hands with their comrades on the south. It was a 
complete sui-piiso, and counter-attack was checked 
by the volume of tho British gun-fire which tore up 
the whole roar of the German defences. The result 
was the capture of more than a mile of tho front line 
on either side of the Senate River, with half a mile 
of the support line, and 170 prisoners, with many 
machine-guns. The losses in this well-managed affair 
were well under a thousand. 

Eor ten • days after this the southern front 
was quiet, and tho only change consisted in the 
witlidrawal of the Eifty-sbeth and the substitu¬ 
tion of the Thirty-seventh Division. On May 30 
a minor operation was carried out upon a small 
section of German trench by the 88th Brigade, 
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CiapT.mi assisted by tlio 8tli East IitiucasLii'CS from the 

Brigade. TMs attack liad some partial ,s]iccc.ss, but 
Opoifttiona ^as evsiitnally driven out of tlie captured jjosiiioii 
Arms by a strong counter-attack, with the result tliai- <i, 
wr^so Middlesex Jtcginient, some 

' thirty in number, were isolated and taken or slain. 
Greater success, however, attended the next operation, 
whioh was an attadr upon Juno 14 upon Inlaiitiy 
Hdl, which included Hook Trench and Long Troncli, 
This very successful advance was caiiied out hy tJic 
1st Gordons and 2ud Snffolks, the two regular bat¬ 
talions of the 70th Brigade. The whole position was 
stormed by a surprise attack and 180 prisoncra were 
taken. A counter-attack was broken nj) by the 
British artiUory. The losses of the storming battalions 
were well under 400 men. Two days later tlie 
Germans again made a strong effort to tlij'iist hack 
the British advance, but again they failed with 
considerable loss, save at the more advanced posts 
wMoli they occupied, A British attempt next mfirti- 
ing to regain these lost posts was not micccsafol. 
Upon. June 18, the anuivorsary of tlio great day 
when Germany and Britain fought together fot' 
freedom, there was a fresh attack to rctiibc flook 
and Long Trench. It surged up to and into the 
trenches, but could not disperse live sturdy tnon of 
Suffolk, who held them. The German wave lost its 
momentum and broke up into pools, which soon 
were swept hack with the ebbing tide. Nearly 20b 
prisoners were taken in this spirited afl'aii’. 

The Seventeenth Corps had a brislf day upon 
June 6, which extended into three days of fighting. 
On this date the Ninth Division upon the right and 
the Thirty-fourth upon the left moved forw-ard 
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suddenly iu the evening, covermg the space between Oaimma 
Hoeiix and Gavrelle. The attack was diiected against 
a dangerous netwoik of tmnclies called Curly, Cliarlia, oimatioiw 
and Cntlibert, wliioli guarded the rising slope known An u 
as Greenland Hill. The brunt of the fighting was 
boriie by the 27th or Lowland Brigade in the south, 
and by tJie 102nd Tyneside Brigade in the north. In 
the latter brigade the 20th and 2l8t Northumberland 
Tusiliei’S carried the trenches opposite to them, while 
the Scottish infantry kept pace with them upon the 
right. After hard fighting the whole front German 
position fell into the hands of the stormers, who had 
to defend it against a long series of desultory counter¬ 
attacks, which lasted until June 7, when the enemy 
finally gave up the attempt to legaiir the ground 
which he had lost. Six office3-s and 217 men were 
captured, and the German losses in killed were very 
hoavy, each front battalion reckoning that there wore 
between three and four hundred enemy dead scattered 
in front of it. It was a spirited local action attended 
by complete success. 

lb is necessary now to go back in point of time 
and pick up the narrative at the northern end of the 
line. 

On Thursday, May 24, the operations at Lens, 
in aboyanco since April 23, broke out once more, 
when the Forty-sixth Division, which had extended 
its loft so as to occupy much of the ground 
formerly held by the Sixth Division, made an attempt 
upon Nash Alley and other trenches in front of 
it. The attack was made by the 137th Stafford 
Brigade, and was launched at seven in the evening. 

The objectives with twenty-eight prisoners were 
easily scoured. It was found impossible, however, 
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Chaetbh to hold the captured ground, a& every (ieriniin gun 
within range was tinned upon it, and a iuiions 
succession of assaults wore down Llio defondtu's. 

Arms Captain McGowan beat off (ive of these onHlaugld.s 
before he was himself blown to pieces by a bomb. 
Every office]' being down, Major Mac-bfiunara came 
loiward from Headquarters to tal\.c ooininand, and 
in the morning withdrew the dctacliineut, an opoiation 
which was performed with great steadiness, i-ho men 
facing back and firing as they rctii-od. Major 
MacNamara was himself Idllcd in eonduotiug the 
movement. There were incosaant skirmishes, lint no 
other outstanding action for souio time in the noiih 
of the line, so we must again return to the extreme 
south and follow the fortunes of the Australiun.H and 
their British comiacics upon the Bullecouit socLoi'. 

The operations of the AustraJinns and of Lhn 
British divisions were renewed upon May 3 in front 
of Bullecourt and La.gnicoui't, tlio scene of the brave 
but unsucoesaful attack of Api-il 11, when tlio 
Austrahan infantiy with little support jicuetrated 
the lEudenbuig Line. On this second oeiiasion 
the British gun-power was veiy nincli heavier and 
cleared a path for the attack, while laying down an 
excellent barrage. The original advance was in the 
first glimmer of daylight, and by 6..30 it had penetrated 
well into the Hindenburg lino, the wire having bcim 
blown to pieces. The advance made its way by 
successive rushes to the light of Bullecourt village, 
where it clung for the rest of the day, the infantry 
engaged being almost enthely men from Victoria. 
Laterally by their bombing paitics they extended 
their hold upon the two front lines of Gei'mim trenches 
to the right, in. which quarter the attack had onginally 
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been hold up. In the incanljine the C2rKl Yorkshiie CnAtmt 
Territorial Division had lought their way irp to the 
village and were engaged in desperate hand-to-hand, opBiaiions 
fighting among the shattered brick houses. An auw 
E nglish aviator, flying at a height oJ only 100 loot 
or so, passed up and down the Australian battle-line 
helping with his machine-gun, and finally dropping 
a message, “ Bravo, Australia 1 ” a few moraonts 
before a bullet through the petrol tank brought him 
at last to earth. The greeting of this brave lad might 
well have been the voice of the Empire, for the 
Australian infantry wrought wonders that day. The 
British division having boon held at Bullccourt, the 
result was that the Australians projected as a salient 
into the Hindenburg Line, and that they were attacked 
on both flanks as well as in front, but they still iield 
on not only for May 3, but for two days that followed, 
never losing their grip of the trenches which they 
had won. On the right the Germans made counter¬ 
attacks which have been dosciibed by the admirable 
Australian Official Chi-omolcr as being done in “ School 
of Seals ” formation, where a hundred grey-backs aU 
dived together from one shell crater to another. 

None of these attacks got up, owing to the rapid and 
accurate rifle fire which met them. The German 
bombing attacks down the trenches were met by 
showers of trench-mortar bombs, which broke them- 
up. The Gcj'mans had trench-mortars also, however, 
and by their aid they made some of the right-hand 
positions untenable, but West Australian bombers 
restored the fight, and the New South Welshmen 
added further to the gains. In vain a battalion of 
Prussian Guards and a column of picked storm- 
troops beat up against that solid defence. The 
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CHAri'inB position once bakcn was always liold. Tlu* Hovj'iitli 
Division Lad relieved tlio 8ixty-Hec<jncl, and liad 
tiglxtencd. its grip upon the outskirts of Bullecouit, 

Antm and from this time onwards its daily task was on the 
one hand to push farther into the ruins and to 

«ifly oi ■!, * 

eradicate more of the scattered German posts, and 
on the other to move ont upon the right and get <*lose 
touch with the Australians so as to cover one side 
of their dangerous salient. Bach object was ('.ffcciod 
in the midst of fighting which was local and iiiler- 
mittent, but none the less very desperate and ex¬ 
hausting. During a weelt continual countor-attaclts 
moving up from Biencomt broke themselves upon 
either the British or Australian liuos. Tlic Ofh and 
10th Devon battalions of the 20th Brigade, and their 
coDQiadea ot the 2nd Boidoia and 2nd Black WatoL, 
were especially hard pressed in these onoonnters. 
With inexorable pressme they enlarged tlieir lines, 
however, and by May 17 the British Ififty-cighth 
Division of Ijoudon Territorials (Oator), which had 
taken over the work, could claim to have iho whole 
of Bullecoui’t in their keeping, whilo their brave 
Oversea comrades had fairly settled info tho gaj) 
which they had made in tho Jiindcnhuig front lino. 
Though the operations weio upon a small scale as com¬ 
pared with great battles like Anas, no finer osploifi 
was performed upon the Western I rout during tho 
year than this successful advance, in which the tlireo 
British divisions and the Australians shattered no 
less than fifteen attacks delivered by some of the best 
troops of Germany. Sir Douglas Ilaig, who is not 
prodigal of praise, says in his final despatch: “ Tho 
defence of this lOOO yards of double trench line, 
exposed to attack on every side, throuKli two weeks 
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ol constant Aghting, deserves to be romombered as a OnAnwn 
most gallant feat oi‘ arms.” The losses were naturally 
heavy, those of the three British divisions—^tlie 
Seventh, Eilfcy-oighth, and Sixty-second—^being ap- aikis 
proximately the same. They had been, opposed by g 
Ouards Rogioients and Brandenburg Grenadiers, the 
very cream of the Prussian Army, and had rooted 
them out of their carefully prepared position. 
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THE BATTLE OP MESSINES 

June 7, 1017 

Hnmer’g long vigil—Tho gicftt mmea—Advnnoc of AuNlriiluiiis -01 
New Zaalandota—Of the Tweiity-lifth 'DiviBion—Of tlio Jiisli 
Diviaionn—Henth of Major Eedmond—^Aclv.incu of NinuldiiUi 
Division—Of tho Porty-fiiflt Oivisbn—Of the Ji’oriy-scvciitli 
Division—Of the Twenty-fourth Division—Oenernl rf'snllH. 

The opei'atioua upon tlic yonuno in tho Hutuinn ol' 
1916 had given the British command ol the high 
ground in the Souune district. The next inovo \v«s 
to obtain a similar command in the continuation of 
the same high ground to the north. This was accom¬ 
plished from Arras to Lens in the groat battle which 
began upon April 9, 1917. Altei’ the complete con¬ 
quest of this Vimy position, tlie next step was ob vio usly 
^ attack the prolongation of the same ridge in the, 
Ypres direction. This was carried out with groat 
success upon June 7 in the Battle of Messiiics, when 
nine miles of commanding country were carried arid 
permanently held, from tlie neighbourhood of Plocg- 
strate in the south to Hill 60 and Mount Sorcl in tho 
north. Thus many spots which will for over bo 
associated with the glorious dead—Tlill 60 itself, with 
its memories of the old 13tl) and 15tli Brigades; 
Wytschaete, where the dismounted troopers fought 
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so desperately in tEo fall of 1914; Mcssines, sacred Chapub 
also to the memory ol the cavalry and of the British 
and Indian infantiy who tried hard to hold it; finally 
the long, go)itly sloping ridge which was reddened iioMiiL'i. 
by the blood ol the gallant London Scots when they 
bore up all night amid fire and flame against the 
evei-mcreasing pressure of the Bavarians—all these 
historic places came back once more into British 
keeping. It is tins action, so splendid both in its 
exeentiou and in its results, which we have now to 
examine, an action which was a quick sequel to tho 
Older of the Gorman command that “ the enemy must 
not got Messiiics Kidgc at any price,” 

For two thankless years Sir Herbert Plumer, the 
oilicer who in his younger days had held on in such 
bulldog fashion to the coun^ north of Mafeking, 
had boon the warden of the Ypres salient. TEs task 
had been a peculiarly difficult and responsible one— 
indeed, many a railibary oritio might have said a priori 
that it was au impossible one. The general outline 
of the British trendies formed a loop rather than a 
salient, and there was no point in it which could not 
be shot into from behind. Add to this that all the 
rising ground, and thex’efore aH the observation, lay 
with the enemy, and that the defending troops wore 
very often skeleton divisions which had come up 
exhausted from tho south. Taking all these circum¬ 
stances together, one can understand the facts which 
turned General Plumer’s hair white during these two 
years, but never for an instant weakened the deter¬ 
mination of his defence. There was no one in the 
Army who did not rejoice, therefore, when it was 
learned that tho Second Army had been chosen for 
the next attack, and that the long-soffering Plumer 
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was at last to have a chance ol showing that lie could 
storm a line as well as hold one. 

Preparatory to the attack, some twenty great 
mines had been driven into tho long, low hill, wliich 
is really little more than a slope, attaining a height 
of 200 feet at the summit. These mines contamotl 
600 tons of explosives, and had been the work of con¬ 
stant relays of miners during many months. These 
tunnelling companies of ininens, drawn from nil soits 
of material and officered by mining enginoers and 
foremen, did some splendid work in tbe war, and tlic 
British finally outfought the Germans tmder tho 
earth as completely as they did both on it and above 
it. The accuranlation of guns was even grcalor than 
at Arras, and they were packed into about half the 
length of front, so that the olIocL of the massed Jive 
when it broke out in the morming of Juno 7 was ernsh- 
ing to an extent never before known in warfare. What 
with the explosions of the mines and tho downpour 
of shells, the German front line, with its garrison, 
may he said to have utterly disappeared, so that 
when at 3.20 in the first faint flush of a sununor 
morning the infantry dashed forward to tho attack, 
the path of victory had already been laid out before 
them. Let us examine the general composition of 
the British line before wo follow the fortunes of the 
various units. 

General Plumer’s Army had been moved down the 
line so as to cover all its objectives, and GougJi’s 
Mfth Army from the south had boon put in to tho 
north of it, occupying the actual salient. TJiis Army 
was not in the first instance engaged. Tho Second 
Army consisted of thi’ee Corps. Tho northoni of 
these was Morland’s Tenth Corps, which was in the 
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region of St. Eloi. This Corps consisted, counting 
from tlio north, of the Twenty-third, Forty-seventh 
and Foity-iirsL Divisions with the TVenty-foiutli in 
reserve. Upon its light, facing Wytschacte, was 
Hamilton Gordon’s Ninth Corps, containing from the 
north the Nineteenth, Sixteentii, and Thirty-sixth 
Divisions, with the Eleventh inieserve. Mtill farthoi 
to the light was the Second Anzac Corps (Godley) 
facing Messines with the Twenty-fifth Britisli Division, 
the New Zealanders, and the Third Australians in 
line from the north, and the Fourth Australians in 
reserve. This was the British buttlo-line upon the 
eventful dawn of June 7, 19]7. 

To take the work of individual units, we shall begin 
with the Third Australian Division (Monash) upon the 
extreme right. The men, like their comrades all along 
the line, had endured very heavy shelling in their 
assembly trenches, and sprang eagerly forward when 
the word to advance was given. The F’irst and 
Second Australian Divisions had given so splendid an 
account of themselves alreatly in the Hindcuburg 
Line, that it was no surprise to find that their mates 
were as battleworthy as any troops in the Army. 
The whole country in front of them was drenched with 
gas, which hung heavy with the mists of morning, but 
the weird linos of masked men went swiftly onwards 
in open order through the poison region, dashed over 
the remains of the German trenches, crossing the 
small river Douve upon the way, and then pushing 
on from one shot-shattered building to another, 
keeping well up to the roaring cloud of the barrage, 
occupied without a hitch the whole of their allotted 
position. With a single pause, while Messiuos was 
being occupied upon their left, the leading line of 
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citAminR Victorians and Tasmanians drove straiglit on lor 
then ultimate goal, sending back a stream oi captured 

T\ie prisoners behind them. Only atoncticneU wahtliorc 

Mpisinofl a sharp hand-to-liand light, but in genoral so splendid 
was tlie artillery and so prompt (he mlantry thal l-hc 
enemy had never a chance to rally. It was a perfect 
advance and absolutely succcrbIuI. Some indica¬ 
tions of counter-attacks came up Iiom the Wanieton 
dii-pction dming the afternoon and evening, but they 
were beaten out so quickly by the shrapnel th.at they 
never came to a head. Half-a-dozen field-guns, as 
well as several hundred prisoners, foil to tho lot ol fclic 
Australians. 

Upon the immediate left of the Australians was 
the New Zealand Division (Russell), which had clone 
so splendidly at the Somme. Their Rifle Brigade had 
been given tho place of honour exactly opposite to 
Messinos, and by eight o’clock they had occupied tho 
village and were digging in. upon tho Jiirthcr side. 
Thirty-eight raaehino-guns and a number of priaoneis 
were the trophies of their advance. Tliero was no 
severe fighting, so well had the mines and tlic guns 
together done their work; but tho men who stoiinod 
the village found munorous cellars and dng-onls sl-ill 
occupied, into which they swiftly penetrated with 
bayonet or bomb. In one of these regimental head¬ 
quarters was found a message from General von 
Laffert ordering the 17th Bavarian Regiment 1o hold 
tho village at ail costs. It is certainly ostiaordiiiary 
how these unfortunate and gallant Bavarians were 
thrust into every hot comer, and if the reason lies in 
the fact that their Prince Ruppreoht had the honour 
of commanding the German Army of "Plandeis, then 
it is an honour which will leave its grievous firaco upon 
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Lis country for a century bo come. It is an extra¬ 
ordinary historical fact that the Bavarians, who were 
themselves overrun and emshed by the conquering 
Prussians in 1866, should have paid without demur 
the enormous blood tribute to their conquerors in a 
oauao in which they had no direct interest, since no 
annexation of Bnoy metals or Belgian lands would 
bring prosperity to Bavaria. 

The losses of the Now Zealanders in their fine 
advance were not heavy, but they had a number of 
casualties that evening and next morning in their 
newly consolidated position, which included unfortun¬ 
ately Brigadier-General Brown, one of the finest 
ofiicers in the force, who was killed by a burst of 
shrapnel. 

Upon tho immediate left of the New Zealanders 
was the Twonty-fifth (Bainbridge), a sound, hard¬ 
working British Division, which had a fine and a very 
long record of service upon the Somme. The task 
allotted to this division was a foimidable one, con¬ 
sisting of an attack upon a 1200-yard front, which 
should penetrate 3000 yards and cross nine lines of 
Gorman trenches, tho oonoeoled Steenebeek Valley, 
and crush the resistance of a number of fortified farms. 
In spite of these numerous obstacles, the advance, 
which was well-covered by General Kincaid-Smitb’s 
guns, was splendidly successful. The 74th Brigade 
was on the right, the 7th upon the left, with tho 
TSth in reservo. Observers have recorded how at 
the very instant that the men surged forward 
under their canopy of shells, six miles of S.O.S. 
rockets rose in one long cry for help from the 
German line. From the right the British wave of 
atormeTs consi"ted of the 2n,d Irish Rifles, the I3th 
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CnAnm Gheslure, tlie 3rd Worcesteis, and the 8th N orth Lauca - 
shiroa, voterana of Ovillers and the Leipzig Redoubt. 

'riio Eeoping close behind a barrage ol sixty gutis, they 

jassinL flooded over the enemy trenches, just inlssiiig the 
answering barrage which came pattering down behind 
them. These troops advanced without a chock Lo 
the line o£ the Stcenebeok, whore the work was taken 
up by the second wave, consisting of the 9th Lancs., 
11th Lancashire FnsiliorB, 10th Cheshiros, and lat 
Wilts, the order being taken from the right. Por a 
time there was a dangeroua gap between the Wiltshircs 
and the flank of the Hlatermen to the left, but this 
was bridged over, and the advance rolled on, with a 
constant capture of prisoners and machine-guns. 
Only at one point, named Middle Farm, was there a 
notable resistance, but the Lancashire Fusiliers and 
Irish Rifles oonobined to crush it. All this attack had 
boon carried out in a dim light, half mist and half 
dust-laden from explosions, where obstacles were 
hardly seen until they were reached, and where it took 
fine leading and discipline to preserve dii’cction, so 
that numbers of men lost touch with their own bat¬ 
talions and went forward as best they might. Those 
are the times when shii-kers have their chance and 
when the true individual quality of troops is most 
highly tested. Out of touch with officors on either 
side, the British advanced and the Gormans sur¬ 
rendered. 

On the captui'e of all the first objectives the 8tii 
South Lancashi]-es sind 11th Cheshires of the 76th 
Brigade passed through the victorious ranks of tlioir 
fellcw brigades and pushed on against the strong 
October system of trenches beyond. The 8th Borders 
followed closely behind, consolidating the ground won 
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by the i'orwaj'd, line. It waa still only foiu' in tlie 
morniug. As tlio 75tli Brigafle swept iorward, it 
found, tlio 1st Wow Zealand Brigade upon its rigid, 
and the I07tli Ulster Brigade upon its left, all moving 
swiftly in one great lino. By oiglit o’clock all 
immediate opjiosition had been beaten down, and the 
full objectives were being consolidated by the 100th 
tTield CJoiupany Boyal Engineers, five fteld-guns having 
been added to the other trojihics. These might have 
beon got away by tlie enemy had not the machine- 
guns knocked out the gun teams. The 110th and 
112th Brigades of British aitilloryhad been pushed up 
after the inlantry, and though some delay wjis caused 
by the uufoj'tuuato destruction of Major Campbell 
and his wliole battery staff by a single shell, the 
batteries w(u’o in aotion within the (lorman lines by 

11 A.M. 

About midday a counter-attack began to develop 
along tho fiont of the Second Aiizac Corps, involving 
both Britisli, JSIow Zealanders, and Australians, but 
tho blow already received had boon too sovore, and 
theio WHS no rosilienoe left in the enemy. The 
attempt died away under a withering fire from rifles 
and machine-gnus. By 2 vm. all was quiet once 
more, 

TJio British effort waa not yet at an end, however. 
The long summer day was still before them, and there 
was a good reserve division in hand. This was the 
Fourth Australian Division (Holmes), two brigades of 
which passed througJi tho ranks of tho Twenty-fifth 
and New Zealand Divisions, about 3.1S p.m. Their 
objective was a further system of trenches 600 yards to 
the east and well down tho other slope of the Messines 
Hill. Tho advance of each brigade was admirable, 
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CnAyram but miioriiiixately ttoy divei'god, leavijng a daugeroiis 
gap between, in wliicli lor two days a party ol tlic 

'riia enemy, witb machinc-gmis, remained cuti'oncJied. 

Mcuiinos. At tlie end ol tliat time two battalions of tlic I3tb 
Aust/ralian Brigade, the BOth and 62ncl, carried tbo 
place moat gallantly by storm and solididcd the line. 

Passing from the area ol the Anzac Corps to tliat 
of the Ninth. Corps, wo come Ihst upon Nugent’s 
Thirty-sixth Ulster Division, wliichhad not reappeared 
in any battle since its day of glory, and of tragic loss 
in front ol Thiepval. It was now, by a happy chnuce 
or by a beneficent arrangement, lighting upon the 
right dank of the SiKleeuth Sonthern Irish Division 
(iffiokie) and the two may be treated as one, since they 
advanced, step by step, in the same alignment ap the 
bullet-swept slope, and neither halted until they had 
reached their full objectives. The Ulsiornien went 
forward with the 107th Brigade of Irish Rifles upon 
the right in close touch with the Twenty-fiitli Division, 
while the 108th was on the left, keeping lino with their 
fellow-countrymen, both Irish divisions dashing for¬ 
ward with great fire and resolution. 

The Sixteenth Irish Division for the purpose of 
the attack consisted of lour biigacles, having been 
strengthened by the addition of the 33rd Biigsulc 
from the Eleventh Division. In the attack, the 4.7th 
Brigade was upon the r%ht and the 49th upon the loft. 
If some further detail may be permitted in Gie case of 
men who were playing so loyal a part at a time when 
part of Ireland had appeared to bo so disalTcctod, it 
may be recorded that the Irish lino counting from 
the right consisted ol the 0th Royal Irish, the 7th 
Leinsters, the 7/8th Royal Irish Fusiliers, and the 7th 
InniskiUing Fusiliers. These battalions sprang np 
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tho Wytscliaotc slope, closely I’ollowed by tbeir 
second L’nc, wbicli was fotincd by Llio IsL Munster 
Fusiliers, Gtb Oonnauglifc Rangers, 2n(l Royal Irish 
and 8tb lunisldlliugs. In this order, in close touch 
witJi the UlstGi’men upon tlieii' right and the English 
Mneteouth Division upon their left, they swept up 
tire hill, their (Joltic yell Bounding liigh above the 
deep thunder of ttie guns. The explosion of the huge 
mines had a disconoorting elloct at the first instant, 
for groat massea of dehria came showering down upon 
the men in the advanced positions, so that the dense 
smoke and the rain of falling earth and stones caused 
coufusion and loss of direction. The effect was only 
momentary, however, and the eager soldiers dashed 
on. They swarmed over Wytschaote village and wood, 
boating down all rosistanco, which had already boon 
badly shaken by the accurate fire of General Charlton's 
guns. It was m the assault of the village that that 
great Irislnnan, Major Willie Redmond, fell at the 
head of his nion. “ lie went in advance when there 
was a chock. He was shot down at once. As he fell, 
ho tuj'iied towards his men and tried to say something. 
No words came, but he made an eloquent gestiue 
with his right arm towards the German Hue, and the 
Irish swept forward." The profound gratitude of 
every patriot is due to him, to Professor Kettle, to 
Mr. Stephen Gwynn, M.P., and to all those Nationalists 
who had suflicient insight to understand that Ireland’s 
true cause was the cause of the Empire, and that it 
was the duty of every Irishman of all shades of 
opinion to uphold it in arms. 0 si sie onrnes / An 
Irishman could then hold his head higher to-day! 

By 3.46 A.M. the first objective had been taken, 
and by five the second, save in front of the Loinaters, 
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Chattsk sv^licie there was a stout lesistaucc at <a Gerraao 
machiTj e-gun post, which Avns at last overcome. It 

Tiie was at this period that a dmigeious gap dovclopod 
between the retarded wing o£ tlic right-hand brigade 
and the swiftly advancing daidc ol tlio loft, but tlim 
opening was olosod once mojc by seven o’clock. Py 
7.30 the third objective had been cleared by the Ist 
Munsteis on the right and the 2iid lush llifles on the 
leit, ior the second line had now leap-lroggod into the 
actual battle By eight o’clock everything had fallen, 
and the held-guna of the 59th and IfStli Brigades 
It.F.A. had been iiished up to the front, well scicenod 
by the slope of the newly conquered MI. The now 
position was swiftly wired by the 11th Hants and 
Royal Engineers. 

Tliero now only remained an extreme lino which 
was, accoiding to ihe oiiginal plan, to ho the objective 
of an entirely new advance. This was the Oostaverno 
Line, so called from the hamlet of that name whicli 
lay in the middle of it. Its eaptme meant a jiirthor 
advance of 2000 yards, and it was suctcssliilly 
assaulted in the afternoon by the SSrd Brigade, 
consisting of the 7th South StalToids, 9th Bhorwoods, 
6th Lincolns, and 6th Borders, ft ha s been Ireqnontly 
remarked, and GuiHemont might be quoted as a 
recent oxaruplo, that both Englishmen and Irishmen 
never fight hettei' than when thoy are acting togothear 
and all national diffoieuco is tiansmuted suddenly 
into generous emulation. So it was upon the field 
of Messines, for the advance of the 33id Biigado was 
a worthy continuation of a splendid achievement. 
Keeping pace with the 67th Brigade of the Mnoteenth 
Division to their north, thoy da£ied aside all obstacles, 

• and by 5.45 were in complete possession of the farthest 



THE BATTLE OE MESBINES 


105 


point TvJucIi }iac1 over been, contemplated in the 
fulleat ambition oC tlic Generals. 

Tlie enemy luid been dazed by the terrific blow, 
but late in the evening signs oi a reaction set in, for 
the (^loiinaii is a clour figliter, who does not sit down 
easily under defeat. It is only by recollecting his 
constant high qualities tliat ojie can appreciate tbe 
true achiovomont of the soldiers who, in all this 
series of battles—^Arraa, Mcssincs, and the Flanders 
Eidges—wore pitch-forldng out of terribly fortified 
positions the men who had so long been regarded as 
the milittiry teachers and masters of Europe. Nerved 
by their consciousness of a truly national cause, our 
soldiers fought with a determiued do-or-clio spirit 
which has surely never been matched in all our 
military annnls, while the sagacity and adaptability 
of the loaders was in the main worthy of the magni¬ 
ficence of the men. As an example of the insolent 
confidence of the Army, it may be-noted that on this, 
as on other occasions, all arrangements had been made 
in advance for using the Cierniau dumps. “This 
shoidd invariably bo done,” says an impcrturbablo 
official documoiit, “ as the task of rapidly getting 
forward engineer stores is most diMoult.” 

A line of mined farms formed part of the new 
British lino, and upon this there came a series of 
Goiman bombing attacks on June 8, none of which 
mot with success. The 68th Field Company of the 
Engineers had inverted the position, turning the 
dofenoos from west to east, and the buildings were held 
by the Lincolns and Sherwoods, who shot down the 
bombers before they could get within range even of 
the far-flying egg-bomb which can outfly the Mills by 
thiity paces, though its effect is piiuy in comparison 
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with the terrific cletoiiation of the larger missile. 
From this time onwarfis, the line became poimaiiont. 
In t.bis long day of fighting, the captures ainounLcd to 
8 officers and 700 men with 4 field-guns and 4 howilzers. 
The losses were moderate for such results, being IJ 00 
men for the Irish and 600 for the 33j'tl Bngado. 
Those of the Ulster Division were also abou fc J 000, 
Upon the left of the Irishmen the advance had 
been carried out by Bhute’s Nineteenth Division. 01 
this hard fighting clivision, the same vvliicL Jiad carried 
La BoisoUe upon the Bomme, the 60th Lancashire 
Brigade and the 68th, mainly Welsh, were in the line. 
The advance was a difficult one, conducted tlirongb 
a region of shattered woods, but the infantry cleared 
all obstacles and hept pace with the advance ol the 
Irish upon the right, finally sondbig forward the 
reserve Midland Brigade as already stated to secure 
and to hold the Oostaverne Line. The gi-oiuid 
to be traversed by this division, starting as it did 
from near Wulvcrghem, was both longer and more 
exposed than that of any other, and was particularly 
open to machine-gun fire. Without -Uie mastoj'- 
fnl artillery the attack would have been an impossi¬ 
bility. None the less, the infantry was luagnificoutly 
cool and efficient, widening the front oocasioually to 
take in fortified posts, which weio just outside its own 
proper area. The 9th Cheshiros particularly dis¬ 
tinguished itself, gaining part of its second objective 
before schedule time and having to undeigo a Biitisli 
barrage in consequence. This fine battalion ended 
its day’s work by blowing to shreds by its rifle-fire a 
formidable counter-attack. The Welsh battalions of 
the same 68th Brigade, the 9th Welsh Fusiliers, 9th 
Welsh, and 5th South Wales Borderers fought their 
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way up througli Graud Bois to the Ooataverne Line 
wiLli. gi’cat dcJsL. and gallantry. Tlic village ol that 
name waa itselJ' taken by the Jfhiotoenth Division, 
who consolidated their line so rapidly and well that 
the Gorman (■ou?jter-atkick in the evening laded to 
nitdre any iuiprca.sion. Particular credit is due to 
the 57th Brigade, who carried on the attack after 
thoii' own propel task was completed. 

Wo liavc now roughly sicetched the advance of 
the NintJi Cojps, and will tium to Morlaud’s Tenth 
Corps 111)011 its left. The flaulc Division of this 
was the Foiiy-firat under the heroic leader of the 
old 22iid Brigade at Ypres. This unit, which was 
entirely English, and drawn mostly from the south 
oouniiy, had, as tJio reader may remember, distin¬ 
guished itself at the Somme by the capture of Mers. 
It attacked with tho 122ud and 124th Brigades iu the 
lino. They liad several formidable obstacles in their 
immediate front, including the famous Dammstrasse, 
a long causeway whioii was cither trench or embank¬ 
ment according to the lie of the ground. An 
ostuniinet upon this road was a lively centre of con¬ 
tention, and beyond this was Ravine Wood with its 
lurking guns and criss-cross of wire. All these suc¬ 
cessive obstacles wont down before the steady flow of 
the deteimined infantry, who halted at their faithest 
line in such excellent condition that they might well 
have carried tho attack forward had it not been 
prearranged that tho Twenty-fourth, tho reserve 
division, should pass through their ranks, as will 
presently be described. 

To the left of the Forty-first was Lhe Forty- 
seventh London Territorial Division containing the 
victors of Loos and of High Wood. Tho effect of 
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CnjkjTBii the had beon partioularly deadly on Ibis front, 
and ono near ILll 60 ia stated by the Gorjiiaus to 

B^tti f taken up with it a whole Company of Wurtem- 

Mfisaium, bergoi’S. The poaitiou attacked by the Ijondoncis 
was on each side of the ypres—Coininea Canal, and 
included some formidable obstacleB, such as a con¬ 
siderable wood and a mined countiy-hoiisc named 
“ The White Chateau.” Again and again the troops 
were held up, but every time they managed to over¬ 
come the obstacle. Around the ruined giundcur of 
the groat villa, with all its luxuries and amorutica 
looking strangely out of place amid tlie giim trim¬ 
mings of rusty wire and battered cement, tJm 
Londoners came to hand-grips with the Prussians 
and Wuxtembergers who faced them, in all 690 
prisoners were sent to the roar. 

To the left of the Forty-seveirth London division, 
and forming the extreme flank of the attack, was the 
Twenty-third Division (Babington) of Contahnnison 
fame, a unit which was euLu-ely composed of tough 
North of England material. It was in touch with 
the regular Eighth Division upon the left, tliis hoiug 
the flank division of the Fifth Army, The latter took 
no part in the present advairce, and tlio Twenty-third 
had the task of forming a defensive flank in tlio Iloogc 
direction, while at the same time it attadred and 
conquered the low ridges from which the Gormans 
had BO long observed our linos, and from which they 
had launched their terrible attack upon the Canadians 
a year before. No long advance was expocied fiom 
this division, since the object of the whole day’s 
operations was to flatten out an enemy salient, noi< 
to make one upon our own side. Sufficient ground 
was occupied, however, to cover the advance farther 
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feoiiiL, <iiul without this advance it would have been 
impossible foi' tlie siippoitiiig division to cany on, 
without exposing its flank, the work which had been 
done by l.hc two <liviMioua upon tlic right. At 3 10 
in tlie afternoon, the Twenty-fouith Division undei 
(Jeueral Bols, an olllccr wlioso dramatic experience 
in the La Ihwsoo figlitiug of 1914 has heen rccoutited 
in a previous volume, advanced through the lanks 
of the Ffirty-hnst and Forl.y-sevonbh Divisions at a 
point due east ol St. Eloi, its attack being synchronised 
with tJiat upon the Oostavenio lino farther south. 
Tlie operation was splendidly successful, for the 
73rd Jlrigado upon the loft and the 17th upon the 
right, at the cost of ahont 400 casualties, earned 
that section of tlic Daimnstrapsc and the whole of 
the historic, hlood-sodden ground upon either side 
of it, HO rounding oil the complete victory of the 
Second Army. So close to the barrage was the 
advance of the infantry, that the men of the 1st 
Royal Fusiliers and 3rd Rifle Brigade, who led the 
17th Brigade, declared that they had the dust of it 
in their laces all the way. 

It only remaiuB to he added that on the extreme 
left of the lino the Germans attempted a oounter- 
attaolc while the main battle was going on. It was 
gallantly urged by a few hundred men, hut it was 
destined to complete failure before the rifles of the 
89th Brigade of the Thirtieth Division (Williams). 
Few of these Germans ever returned. 

It was a one day’s battle, a single hammer-blow 
upon the Gorman line, with no ulterior operations 
save such as held the ground gained, hut the battle 
has been acclaimed by all critics as a model and 
masterpiece of modern tactics, which show the 
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ctaAraEB highest power o£ planning and of execution upon 
the part of Sir Hei'bert Plumer and his able 

aiio Chief-of-Staff. The main trophy of comae -was the 

Mwmofl. invaluable Ridge, but in the gaining it soino 7200 
prisoners fell into British hands, including 145 oiTicors, 
which gives about the same proportion to the lengtli 
of front attaclced as the Battle of Arras. The 
Germans had learned wisdom, however, as to the 
disposition of their guns in the face of “ the un warlike 
Islanders,” so that few wore found within roach. 
Sixty-seven pieces, however, some of them of largo 
cahbre, remained in possession of the victors, as well 
as 294 madiine-guns and 04 trench mortars. The 
British losses wore about 16,000. The milifcary 
lesson of the battle has been thus suminecl up in 
the words of an ofScer who took a distingiushod 
part in it: “ The sight of tho battle-field With its 
utter and universal desolation stretching intorininably 
on all sides, its trenches battered out of rocogjiiiion, 
its wilderness of shell-holes, d^ibris, tangled wire, 
broken rifles, and abandoned equipment, confirms llic 
opinion that no troops, whatever their morale or 
training, can stand the fixe of such ovoiwholming and 
concentrated masses of artillery. With a definite 
and limited objective and with sufficient artillery, 
complete success may be reasonably guaranteed.” 
It is the big gun then, and not, as tho Germans 
claimed, the machine-gun winch is^tho Mistress of tlio 
Battle-field. The axiom laid down above is well 
proved, but it works for either side, as will be sliown 
presently where upon a limited area the weight of 
metal was with the Germans and the dofonco wilih tho 
British. 

So fell Messines Ridge, Only when the British 
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OnAwitR stood upon its low summit and looked back iipon tho 

_1 fields to westward did tliey realise how completely 

mttiooi ovoiytrencli and postbadbecn under Germanobsorva' 
Wmime?. tiou diu'ing tlieso years. No wonder tliat so uuicli 
of the best blood of Britain has moistened that fatal 
plain between Ypres in tJie north and Ploegstrato in 
lIiB south. “ My God! ” said an oflicer as he looked 
down, “ it is a wonder that they let us live there at 
all.” " It is great to look eastwards,” said another, 
“and see the land falling away, to know that we 
have thi^ last height and have wrested it from Lhoiti 
in three hoiu'S.” It was a nightmare which was 
lifted from the Army upon June 7,1917. 
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I’igliting ronncl Lona—Oocict wotk of CuTvodiana and Borty-Bixth 
Diviaiou—^Aolioit ou tlio Yser Canel—Qroat fights and OTetitual 
anmiulaiioii of 2nd K.R.JL and lat NorthampfconB—An awful 
urdoal—ICxil liuaida. 


Tun BatUo o£ Messines was so complete and clean-cut Cxn^tran 
within its pi'o-ordained limitations that it left few JL 
readjustmoiita to be ejected aifcorwards, Ot these, 
the most important were upon the left flank of Juno lo 
the Anxac Coi’pa, where, as already narrated, some 
Gormans had hold out for some days in the gap left 
between the two forward brigades of the Fourth 
Australians, These were oventualiy cleared out, and 
upon the night of June 10 tlie 32nd Brigade of the 
Eleventh Division extended the front of the Ninth 
Corps to the south, and occupied all this sector, 
which had become more defensible since, by the 
energy and self-sacrifice of the 6th South Wales 
Borderers, a good road had been driven right up 
to it by wliich stores and guns could proceed. 

It was determined to move the line forward at 
this point, and for this purpose the Twenty-fifth 
Division was again put in to attack, with the 8th 
Borders on the loft and the 2nd South Lancs on the 
right, both of the 76th Brigade. The objective was 
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Ohapteb a line oi farmliotises and strong posts immediately 
_L to tie east. The men were assembled lor tlic attack 
opcifttiouB in small driblets, which sldrmislicd fomard and 
JiiiiB 10 cnalescpcl into a line of stormcrs almost unseen by the 
tn July 31. crouching behind hedges and in the hollows 

of the ground. At 7.30 in the evening, befoto the 
Germans realised that there had been an assembly, 
the advance began, while the New Zealanders, who 
had executed the same manoeuvre with equal success, 
kept pace upon the right. The result was a complete 
success within the limited area attacked. The whole 
line of posts, out off from lielp by the barrage, fell 
into the hands of the British in less than half-andionr. 
The enemy was found li^ng in shell-holes and im¬ 
provised trenches, which wore quickly cleared and 
consolidated for defence. After this second success, 
the Twenty-fifth Division was drawn out, having 
sustained a total loss of about 3000 during the opera¬ 
tions. Their prisoners came to over 1000, Lho greater 
number being Bavarians. 


For a time there was no considerable action along 
the British line, but there were largo movomonts of 
troops which brouglit about an entirely new arrange¬ 
ment of the forces, as became evident when the 
operations were renewed. Up to the dale ol the 
Battle of Messines the Belgians had held the ground 
near the coast, and the five British Armies had lain 
over their hundred-mile front in the order from the 
north of Two, One, Three, Five, and Four. Under the 


new arrangement, which involved a huge reorganisa¬ 
tion, it was the British Fourth Ai*my (Rawliiison) 
which came next to the coast, with the Belgians upon 
thok immediate right, and an interpolated, French 
army upon the right of them. Then oanxo Gough’s 
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Fifth Ai-my in the Ypres area, Plumer’s Second Ai-my 
extending to the south of Armentieres, Horne’s First 
Army to the south end of the Vimy Ridge, and Byng’s 
Third Army covering the Clambrai front, with dis- 
momitecl cavalry upon their right up to the junction 
with tho French near St. Quentin. Such was the 
general arrangement of the forces for the remainder 
of the year. 

Save for unimportant readjustments, there were 
no changes for some time along the Messines front, 
and little activity save at the extreme north of that 
section on tho Ypres—Gomines Canal. Here the 
British gradually extended the ground which had 
been captured by tho Forty-seventh Division, taking 
some considerable spoil-heaps wiiich had been turned 
into iruichine - gun emplacements by the Germans. 
This supplomontary operation was brought oif upon 
Juno 14 aud was answered upon June 16 by a German 
counter-attack whi(ih was completely repulsed. Some 
brisk fighting had broken out, however, farther down 
the line in the Lens sector which Holland’s First 
Corps, consisting of the Sixth, Twenty-fourth, and 
Forty-sixth Divisions, had faced during tho Battle of 
Arras. This sector was rather to the north of tho 
battle, and the German line bad not been broken as in 
the south. These divisions had nibbled their way for¬ 
ward, however, working up each side of the Souchez 
River until they began to threaten Lens itself. The 
Germans, recognising the imminent menace, had 
already blown np a number of their depots and 
practically destroyed everything upon the surface, 
but tho real prize, of victory lay in tho coal seams 
underground. Huge columns of black smoko which 
rose over the shattered chimneys and winding gears 
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CirApniii showed that cvea this, so far as possible, had boon 
mined by the enemy- 

Opfflitiona On June 8, the Eoity-sixth Division carricil out 
Juno 10 a raid upon so vast a scale that both the results 
to July 81. the losses were greater than in many move 
serious operations. The whole of the 138th Brigade 
was concerned in the ventmc, but the brunt was 
borne by the 4th Lincolns and 5th Tjoiccsters. On 
this occasion, use was made upon a large scale of 
dummy figures, a new device of the British. Some 
400 of these, rising and falling by means of wires, 
seemed to be making a most heroic attack upon an 
adjacent portion of the German lino, and attracted a 
strong barrage, in the meanwhile, the front trenclies 
were rushed with considerable losses upon both sides. 
Wlipu at last the assailants returned, they bi ought 
with them twenty piisoneis and a number of machine- 
guns, and had felled or wounded some hundreds of 
the enemy, while their own losses came to more than 
300. A smaller attack carried out iu eonj unction 
with the 11th Canadian Brigade upon the right also 
gave good results. 

On June 19, the l38tK Brigade, moving in 
conjunction with the Canadians, took and con¬ 
solidated some of the trenches opposite them. Un¬ 
happily, their position did not seem to be clearly 
appreciated, as some of our own gas projectors fell 
in their new trench, alniosl exterminating a company 
of the 6th Leicesters. The sad tragedy is only 
alleviated by so convincing if painful a proof of the 
powerful nature of these weapons, and their prohablo 
efiect upon the Gormans. 

The combined pressure of the Forty-sixth Division 
and of the Fourth Canadians began now to close in 
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upon Lena. Upon Juno 25 ihc Ctli South. Staffords, cnArrim 
with, the bravo men oE tlio Dominion operating to 
the south of them, pushed the Germans off Tlill 65. Opouiuons 
Upon June 28 there 'was a further advance of the S lo 
137th and 138th Brigades, which was much facilitatod 
by the fact that tfie Canadians upon the day before 
had got up to the village of Leuvette upon the south. 

A number of casualties were caused by the German 
snipers after the advance, and among the killed was 
M. Serge Basset, the eminent French journalist, who 
had followed the troops up Hill 66. 

A successful advance was made by the Forty-sixth 
Division and by the Canadians upon the evening of 
June 28, which carried them into the village of Avion 
and ended in tlie capture of some hundred prisoners. 

This operation was ondertaken in conjunction with 
the Fifth Division near Oppy, upon the right of the 
Canadians. Their advauce was also attended with 
complete success, the 96th and 16bh Brigades clearing 
by a sudden rush more than a mile of German line 
and killing or taking the occupants. To the north 
of them both the 4th Canadians and the 46th Mid- 
landers earned the success up the line. The advance 
was an extraordinary spectecle to the many who 
looked down upon it from the Vimy heights, for a 
violent thunderstorm roared with the guns, and a 
lashing downpour of rain beat into the faces of the 
Germans. They wore tired troops, men of the 
Eleventh Reserve division, who had already been 
overlong in the lino, and they could bo seeu rushing 
wUdJy to the rear before the stormers were clear of 
their own trenches. An unfired and brand-new 
machine-gun was found which had been abandoned 
by its demoralised crew. The flooded fields impeded 
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the advauco of the Canadians, but the resistance of 
the enemy had little to do with the limits of the 
movement. 

Upon Jxme 30 the 6th North Staffords and 7th 
Sherwood Foresters made a fresh advance and gained 
their objectives, though with some loss, especially in 
the case of the latter battab'on. This operation was 
preparatory to a considerable attack upon July 1. 
This was carried out upon a three-bdgado front, 
the order being 139th, 137th, 138th from the north. 
The 139th were in close touch with the Sixth 
Division, who had lent two battahons of the 7lBt 
Brigade to strengthen the assailants. The objective 
was from the Souchez River in the south, through 
Aconite and Aloof Trenches, to the junction point of 
the Sixth Division, north-west of Lojib. The day’s 
fighting was a long and varied one, some ground and 
prisoners being gained, though the full objective was 
not attained. The dice are still badly loaded against 
the attack save when the guns throw their fidl weight 
into the game. The Lincoln and Leicester Erigtido 
in the south had.the suburb of Cite du Moulin os 
their objective, and the 4th Lincolns next to tJie 
Canadians got well up ; but the 6th Lincoliia on their 
left were held up by wire and machine-guns. Through 
the gallantry of Sergeant Leadbeater one party 
penetrated into the suburb and made a lodgment 
in outlying houses, although their flank was entirely 
in the air. As the day wore on, the line of tho 138 th 
Brigade was driven in several times by tho heavy 
and accurate shell-fire, but was each time rooccupied 
by the euduiing troops, who were relieved in the 
morning by the 4th and 6th Leioesters, who spread 
then posts over a considerable area. One of those 
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fiinall posts, commanded by Lieutenant Bowcll, ’was Chapick 
I orgoLLon,ajadboIdon wifckoafcrelief,food, orwatermatil ^ 
July a, wlion finding liimscK iu danger of being sur- 
rounded tiiia young officer ollectod a clever vsdtlidrawal .rum. 

—a perloruianco ioj' wliicli, fie received tfio D.S.O. *“ J'‘iy-i- 

Wfifiat tfie 138bfi Brigade fiad esLablisfied itself 
in the fringes of (Jib6 du Moulin, tfie fcitaftord men 
upon tiieir loft (137tfi Brigade) fiad captured Aconite 
Trench and also got among tfie houses. A number 
of tfie enemy were taken in the'cellars, or shot down 
as they escaped irom tliom, tfie Lewis guns doing 
admirable work. About one o’clock, however, a 


strong attack drove tfie Stafford men back as far as 
Ague Tronefi, The support companies at once ad¬ 
vanced, led by Major Graham of the 6th. North 
Stiiflords, who was either killed or talcen dxuing tfie 
attack, which, made no progress in face of the strong 
masses of Gorman infantry. The result of this faalure 
was that tfio remnauts of two companies of tfie 6tfi 
Nortli Staffords, who fiad been left behind in Aconite 
Troncli, wore cut off and sitrrounded, all who were not 
killed being taken. In spite of this untoward result, 
tfio fighting on (fie part of tfio battafions engaged 
fiad boon most spirited, and the conflict, after the fall 
of most of the officers and sergeants, had been carried 
on with great ardour and intelligence by the junior 
non-coimnissioncd officers. 


On tfie left, the Sherwood Forest Brigade 
(strengthened by tfie 2nd Kogvdar battalion of their 
own regiment) advanced upon tfie Lens—^Li6vin Road 
and the network of trenches in front of them. It was 
all ideal ground for defence, with houses, slag-heaps, 
railway embankments, and ever^hing which tfio 
Gorm“.Ti‘i could desire or tfio British abhor. Tfio 
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brigade had advanced upon a thrce-baltalion front, 
but as tlie zero hour was before dawn, and the ground 
was unknown to the Regular battalion upon the right, 
the restdt was loss of direction and confusion. 
Separated parties engaged Germans in isolated houses, 
and some very desperate fighting ensued. In the 
coiu'se of one of these minor sieges, Captain Ohidlow- 
Robeits is said to have shot fifteen of the defenders, 
but occasionally it was the attackers who were over¬ 
powered by the number and valour of the enemy. 
The Germans tried to drive back the British line by 
a series of counter-attaeks from the Lens—Bethune 
Road, but these were brought to a halt during the 
morning, though later in the afternoon parties of 
German bombei-s broke through the scattered line, 
which presented numerous gaps. The losses of the 
Sherwood Forester Brigade were considerable, and 
included 5 officers and 186 men, whose fate was never 
cleared up. Most of these were casualties, hut some 
remained in the hands of the enemy. The total 
casnaltios of the division in this action came to 50 
officers and about 1000 men. 

This hard-fought action concluded the services of 
the North Midland Division in this portion of the 
front. It had been in the line for ton weeks, and 
under constant fire for the greater part of that time. 
The strength of the battalions had been so reduced 
by constant losses, that none of them could muster 
more than 300 men. Upon July 2 the Forty-sixth 
Division handed over their line to tlie Second 
Canadians and retired for a weU-eamed rest. Save 
for two very fruitful raids in the HuUuoh district in 
the late autumn, this Division was not engaged 
again in 1917. 
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Tte G-ermans tad strengttened tte deEenco oi Lens 
by flooding tte flats to tte soutt ol tte town, sub¬ 
merging tte Cite St. Augustin, so ttat tte Eourtt 
Canadians on the rigtt of tte Forty-sixtt Division 
could not pust northwards, but they tad advanced 
with steady perseverance along the south bank of tte 
Souetoz, and got forward, flint to La Coulotte and 
then as far as the village of Avion, which was occupied 
by them upon June 28—date which marked a 
general move forward on a front of 2000 yards from 
the river to Oppy. Meanwb'le, the Sixth Division 
had also pushed in upon the north and north¬ 
west of Lens, which was closely invested. The First 
Canadian Division relieved the Sixth Division early 
in July, so that now the pressure upon Lens was 
carried out by three Canadian Divisions, one to the 
north, one to the west, and one to the south of the 
town. No actual attack was made until the middle of 
August, but for the sake of continuity of narrative 
we may reach forward and give some short account of 
the operations upon that occasion. After constant 
pressure, and the drifting of a good deal of gas over 
the huge house-covered area which faced them, the 
Canadians made an attack upon August 16, which 
brought them into the very suburbs of the town, 
while advancing their line both to the north and to the 
south of it. Two Canadian divisions, the First upon 
the left and the Second upon the right, made the main 
attack, while the Fourth Division guaranteed their 
southern flanlc. The First Division found itself in 
what was practically the old British line, as it was 
defined at the end of the Battle of Loos in September 
1916, nearly two years before. This veteran division 
had not far to go to find its enemy, for the German 
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OnAPi'im trenches were not more than 120 yards away. Mood- 
ing over them alLoi’ a heavy discharge of flaming oil 
Opwitions rlr nm s, the Canadians swept with little loss up that 
jnuo 10 deadly slope of Hill 70, aacied to the memory of the 
tu July 31 . Fifteenth Division and of many other 

brave men who found their last rest upon it. The 
3rd Brigade upon the left and the 2nd upon the right 
topped the low hill and charged roaring down into the 
Cite St. Auguste beyond. There was a fierce fight at 
Cinnebar Trench and the other points which made up 
the German second line. The enemy infantry stood 
up stoutly to the push of bayonet, and there was 
some bloody work before the line was finally taken 
and consolidated by the Canadians. The Second 
Division in the meanwhile, advancing with the 6th 
Brigade upon the left and the 4th upon the right, had 
carried their charge right up bo the edge of the city 
itself, and had estabhshed themselves among the 
shattered houses. As the 6th Brigade rushed forward, 
they encountered a body of German infantry advan¬ 
cing as if to an attack, so that for a few glorious 
minutes there was close bludgeon work in No-Man’s- 
Land before the German formation was shattered and 
the stormers rushed on. A counter-attack developed 
about mid-day in front of the First Division, and the 
grey-clad troops could be clearly seen marching up in 
fours, breaking into artillery formation and finally 
deploying in line, all after the most approved British 
fashion—a fact which was explained later by the 
discovery in the dug-outs of official copies of a transla¬ 
tion of the latest Aldershot regulations—surely a moat 
unexpected result of the clash of the two nations, and 
one which is a compliment to oui military instructors. 
The British methods of defence, however, proved 
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upon tliia occasion to be more efficient tban those CiiAs-i™ 
for attack, and the Gormans were shot back into 
the rubble-heaps behind them. The losses of the 
Canadians in this advance were not heavy, save in Juni lo 
the 6th Brigade, which had in front of it a network 
of trenches in front of Cite St. Emile, and carried a 
hard task through with great valour and perseverance. 

From this time forward the advanced line was held, 
and it was only the deflection of the Canadian Corps to 
the north which prevented them from increasing their 
gains at Lens. 

The seven weelcs of comparative peace between 
the conclusion of the Battle of Messines and the 
beginning of those long-di’awn operations which may 
be called the Battle of the Ridges, was broken by one 
tragic incident, which ended in the practical annihila¬ 
tion of two veteran battalions which held a record 
second to none in the Army. As misfortunes of this 
sort have been exceedingly rare in the progress of the 
war, it may be well to narrate this affair in greater 
detail than the general scale of this chronicle would 
justify. 

Strickland’s First Division had taken over the 
sector which was next the sea, close to the small 
town of Nieuport. The frontage covered was 1400 
yards and extended to Lombardzyde, where Shnte’s 
Thirty-second Division carried the line along. The 
positions had not been determined by the British 
commander, but were the same as tilrose formerly 
occupied by the French. It was evident that they 
were exceedingly vulnerable and that any serious 
attempt upon the part of the Germans might lead 
to disaster, for the front line was some six hundred 
yards beyond the Yser River, and lay among sand 



124 THE BRITISH CAMPAIGN, 1917 


CJTA.PT13II dunes where the soil was too light Lo construct proper 
trenches or dug-outs. The river was crossed by 
three or four floating bridges, which, as the result 
jimo 10 showed, wore only there so long as the enemy guns 
lo July 31. choose. The supporting battalions were east 

of the river, but the two battalions in the trenches 
were to the west, and liable to be cut oil should any¬ 
thing befall the bridges behind them. It was indeed 
a very difficult situation both for Strickland and 
Shute, for the Germans had complete local supremacy 
both in guns and in the air. 

Upon July 10, the day of the tragedy, the two 
battalions in front were the 2ad King’s Royal Rifles, 
next the sea, and the 1st Northamptons, upon their 
right. The Brigadier of the 2nd Brigade had been 
wounded only a few days before, and a new man 
was in local command. The story of what actually 
ocourred may be told from the point of view of the 
Riflemen, who numbered about 660 on the day in 
question. Three companies. A, D, and B, in the order 
given from the left, were in the actual trenches, while 
0 Company was in immediate support. The night of 
July 9-10 was marked by unusually heavy lire, wliich 
caused a loss of seventy men to the battalion. .It was 
clear to Colonel Abadie and his officers that serious 
trouble was brewing. An equal shoUfall was endured 
by the Northamptons on the xiglit, and their casual¬ 
ties were nearly as heavy. So weakened was A 
Company in its post along the sand dunes that it was 
drawn into reserve in the morning of July 10, and 
0 Company took its place. During this night an 
officer and twenty men, all Rhodesians, from B 
Company, were pushed forward upon a raid, but lost 
nine of their number on thp.ir return. TiVom 8.60 
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in the moining until 1 p.m. the fire was exceedingly Chaiteii 
heavy along the whole line of both battalions, coming ^ ' 
chiefly from heavy guns, which threw shells capable 
of flattening out any dug-out or shelter which could be Juno lo 
constructed in such loose soil. For hour after hour 
the men lay motionless in the midst of these teixific 
ear-shattering explosions, which sent liuge geysers of 
sand into the air and pitted with deep craters the 
whole circumscribed area of the position. It was a 
horrible ordeal, borne by both battalions with the 
silent fortitude of veterans. Many were dead or 
shattered, but the rest lay nuraing the breech-blocks 
of their rifles and endeavouring to keep them free from 
the drifting sand which formed a thick haze over the 
whole position. The two supporting battalions across . 
the canal, the 2nd Sussex and let North Lancashire, 
wore also heavily shelled, but thoir position was more 
favourable to taking cover. There was no telephone 
connection between the Rifles’ Headquarters and the 
advanced trenches, but Lieutenant Gott made several 
jom-noys to connect them up, receiving dangerous 
wounds in the attempt. About twelve, the dug-out 
of B Company was blown in, and a couple of hours 
later that of C Company met the same fate, the 
greater part of the ofideers in each case being destroyed. 

An orderly brou^t news also that he had found the 
dug-out of D Company with its imnates dead, and a 
de^ Rifleman sentry lying at its door. As the man 
was staggering and’ dazed with shell-shock, it was 
hoped that his message was an exaggeration. The 
telephone wire to the rear had long been cut, and the 
doomed battalions had no means of signalling their 
extreme need, though the ever-rising clouds of sand 
were enough to show what they were enduring. No 
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Cdai'tub message of any soit seems to have readied them from 
the roar. The fire was far too hot for visual signal- 
optrutiona Hog, aiid Several pigeons which were released did not 
.iimoiQ appear to reach their destination. With sinking 
to July 31 shaken and dazed survivois waited for the 

infantry attack which they know to be at hand. 
There were really no means of resistance, for, in spite 
of aU care, it was found that the all-pervading sand, 
which nearly choked them, had put out of gear the 
mechanism of all the machine-guns and most of the 
rifles. The divisional artillery was doing what it 
could from the other aide of the Yser, but the volume 
of fire from the heavies was nothing as compared with 
the German bombardment. To add to the misery of 
the situation, a number of German aeroplanes wore 
hawking backwards and forwards, skimming at less 
than 100 feet over the position, and pouring machine- 
gun fire upon every darker khaki patch upon the 
yellow sand. 

Both the battalion commanders behaved with the 
utmost intrepidity and coolness. Of Colonel Abadie 
of the Rifles, it was said by one of tlie few survivors : 
“ He inspired all with the utmost confidence, flo did 
everything in lus power and was splendid the whole 
time.” Great hopes were pni^ertained that some 
diversion would be efleoted by the gimboats upon the 
flank, but for some reason there was no assistance 
from this quarter. Hour after hour passed, and the 
casualties increased until the dead and wounded along 
the line of both battalions wore more numerous than 
the survivors. At 3 p.m. the regimental dug-out of 
the Rifles showed signs of coUapso under the impact 
of two direct hits. Those who could move betook 
themselves to an unfinished tunnel in the 6."nd in 
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which, a handful of Australian miners were actually CnAMEE 
wortiTig. These men, had changed their picks for 
their rifles, and wore ready and eager to help in the Opaatious 
defence of the position. In httle groups, unable to Jumio 
communicate with each other, each imagining itself 
to he the sole survivor, the men waited for the final 
German rush- At 7.15 it came. A division of 
German marines made the attack, some sldrting the 
British fine along the seashore and approaching fi'om 
the flank or even from the rear. As many Riflemen 
as could ho collected had joined the Australians in the 
tunnel, but before they could emerge the Germans 
were dropping bombs down the three ventilation 
shafts, while they sprayed liquid fire down the en¬ 
trance. The men who endured this accumulaiion of 
horrors had been under heavy fire for twenty-four 
hours with little to oat or drink, and it would not have 
been wonderful if their nerve had now utterly deserted 
them. Instead of this, every one seems to have 
acted with the gi’eatest coolness. “The Colonel 
called to the Riflemen to sit down, and they did so 
with perfect discipline.” By this means the spray 
of fire passed over them. The entrances were blown 
in, and the last seen of Colonel Abadie was when, 
revolver in hand, he dashed out to sell his life as 
dearly as possible. Prom this time the handiul of 
survivors, cut oC from their Colonel by the fall of 
part of the roof, saw or heard no more of him. The 
few groups of men, Rifles or Northamptons, who 
were scattered about in the sandy hollows, were 
ovorwhelmod* by the enemy, the survivors being 
taken. Four officers, who had been half-buried 
in the tunnel, dug their way out, and finding 
that it was now nearly dark and that the Germans 
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were all round them, proceeded to make thdr 
way as best they could back to the bank ol the 
river. An artillery liaison officer made a gallant 
reconnaissance and reported to the others that 
there was a feasible gap in the new line which the 
enemy was already digging. The adjutant of 
the battalion, with the second-in-command, and 
his few comrades, who included an Australian cor¬ 
poral, crept forward in the dusk, picking their way 
among the Germans. Altogether, there were 4 
officers, 20 Australians, and 16 Riflemen. One of the 
Australians, named McGrody, was particularly cool 
and helpful, hut was unfortunately killed before the 
party reached safety. Even at this crisis the military 
code was strictly observed, and the confidential 
documents of the battalion carefully destroyed by 
the adjutant. As the British emerged into the 
gloom from one end of the txmucl, a party of 
Germans began to enter at the other, but were 
sn skilfully delayed by two Riflemen, acting as rear¬ 
guard, that they were unable to stop the retreat. 
The men streamed out at the farther end under the 
very noses of then, enemies, aud crept swiftly in 
small parties down to the river, which at this point 
is from 70 to 100 yards broad. Across their path 
lay a camouflage screen some twelve feet high, 
which had been set on fire by the shells. It was 
a formidable obstacle, and held them up for some 
time, but was eventually crossed. Here they were 
faced by the problem of the broken bridges, and 
several were shot while endoavouririg to find some 
way across. Finally, however, the swimmers help¬ 
ing the others, the greater number, including the 
four Rifle officers, gob safely across, being nearly 



OPERATIONS, JUNE 10 TO JULY 31 129 

poisoned by gas sliells as they landed upon tbc farther 
side. Of the Northamptons, it would appear that only 
one officer, Captain Martin, noade his escape, though 
badly wounded. Colonel Tolleniache was heard 
caUiug out to his men : “ It may be the last time, but 
fight like Englishmen ! ” He and all liis staff became 
casualties or prisoners. The Northampton front was 
not more than forty yards from that of the Germans, 
and the rifle-fire of the latter swept the parapet to 
such an extent that it was impossible to stop the rush. 
A private who was No. 1 of a machine-gun, with 
two other men, who knew nothing of the mechanism, 
rushed a gun out upon the flank and held up the gj-ey 
wave for a minute or so before being submerged, 
while a sergeant also distinguished hmrselE by 
a determined resistance and by finally crossing the 
Canal to explain the situation to those in command 
there. 

So ended an experience which can have had few 
parallels even in this era of deadly adventui’e. Of the 
Riflemen, it was found next day that 3 officers and 
52 men had rejoined then brigade. If so many got 
away it was largely due to the action of Rifleman 
Wambaoh, who swam the canal with a rope in his 
mouth, and fixed it for his more helpless comrades. 
Even fewer of the Northamptons ever regained the 
eastern bank. “ Like the Spartans at Thermopylae 
the men of Northampton and the Riflemen had died 
where they had been posted. Heroism could do no 
more.” Out of about 1200 men, nearly all, save the 
casualties, fell into the hands of the victors. Every 
officer seems to have behaved with the utmost possible 
gallantry, and not least the battalion surgeon, Captain 
Ward, who stood by his wounded until both he and 
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they fell into the hands of the Germans. Such was 
the deplorable allair of Nieuport, a small incident in 
so great a war, and yet one which had an individuality 
of its own which may excuse this more extended 
account. The total Germaji advance was 600 yards 
in depth, upon a front of three-quarters of a mile. 

The attack had extended to the eastward upon 
the farther side of the Geleide Greek, but here the 
positions were more favourable for defence, as 
there were supports available and the communica¬ 
tions had not been broken. It is a most significant 
sign of the enormous respect which the German 
authorities entertained for the British Army, that 
this Limited action in which only two weak British 
battalions were overwhelmed was solemnly announced 
by them in their official bulletin to be “a great and 
magnificent victory.” When one remembers how the 
British in turn would have dismissed so small an 
action as a mere incident in the campaign, had they 
been the victors, it is indeed a most memorable 
tribute. The main cause of the defeat, apart from the 
faulty position, appears to have been that the infantry 
took over the new line more quickly than the artillery, 
and that the French heavies Jiad withdrawn before 
the British heavies were ready for action. A British 
officer, afterwards released, was informed by the 
Germans that they had 182 batteries concentrated 
upon the position, while there were only 13 ready for 
the defence. 

It was hoped in Germany and feared in Britain 
that the new position gained by the Germans at the 
north of the Yser River would enable them to outflanlf 
the British defences at LombarclTiyde, and to destroy 
t:he 97tb Brigade, which lay to the north of 
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the river. The situation certainly looked most 
alarming in the map, and no military critic could 
have imagined that the position could he held. The 
British soldier has a way of doing, however, what 
the lecture-rooms would denounce, and after some 
very desperate fighting the lines were maintained. 
The attack was not on so overwhelming a scale as on 
the left, but it was severe and long continued, from 
7.30 p.M. till the evening of July 11. The enemy 
had at one time won three lines of defence, but they 
were eventually thrust back, General Shute feeding 
his fighting line from his reserves until he had the 
upper hand. The main strain fell upon the 11th 
Borders and 16th H.L.I., but as the action went 
on the 17th Highland Light Infantry, 15th Lanca¬ 
shire Fusiliers, and 16th Northtimborland Fusiliers 
were all in tiun involved. It was a real infantry 
fight, often in the dark and sometimes at close grips, 
and it ended with the line as it was before the attack 
commenced. The severity of the action may be 
judged by the fact that the brigade had nearly a 
thousand casualties. From this time the fine re¬ 
mained nnchanged rmtfi. the great Battle for the 
Flanders Ridges burned the thoughts of both parties 
to larger issues. 

Before we enter upon an account of that terrific 
and protracted engagement, one should mention a 
brisk action which was fought by those stark fighters 
the Now Zealand Division, upon the Warneton front, 
to the immediate south of the Messines area. There 
is a small ruined village, hardly rising to the dignity 
of a mention upon the maps, called La Basseville, 
which was held by the Germans under the very noses 
of the men with the red hatbands. Upon the night 
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ol July 27 tlie 'Wellington battalion, a name of good, 
rmlitary omen, captured this place with some of 
its Bavarian garrison. In the early morning the 
Germans came again with a rush, liowevei-, and 
regained the place. The New Zealanders attacked 
once more in the night of July 31, so that their 
venture may appear to have been in connection 
with the larger operations in the north. Once more 
the village was captured by the Wellington and 
Auckland infantry with some fifty more prisoner’s and 
seven machine-guns. The Germans lost heavily in 
killed, and the losses were doubled or trebled by their 
gallant but unsuccessful counter-attacks, which were 
undertaken often hy such limited groups of men that 
they seemed the results less of reasoned tactics than 
of desperation. From this time La Basseville passed 
into the British system. 

This month of July was signalised by the last 
e-fforts of the Russian Army so long as it remained a 
serious force. Under Brusilofi and Komiloff they 
made an attack upon the Austro-Gcrman lines, but 
after initial successes they were paralysed by the 
growing disaffection and disorganisation of the 
soldiery, who had all the wairt of discipline of the old 
French republicans rvithont the fiery valour and 
p^itriotism. From this time onward Russia played 
no real military part in the great war, save as the 
betrayer of Roumania, the deserter of Serbia, and 
the absorber of such ill-spared supplies as she could 
got from her former allies. 
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THE THIRD BATTLE OR YPRES 

July 31, 1917 

Altauk ol July 31—Advanoo of IIki Guards—Of tho Welsh—Captui'c of 
Pilkcm—Oai>tuTe of Sb. Jnlipn by Thirty-nmth Division—^Advenco 
ol Rifty-fifUi Division,—Advuuoo of Juoob’a Seoond Corps—General 
results. 

It liad been accepted as an aidom at this stage of the CirArran 
war that no great operation could be in the nature 
of a surprise—an axiom which, like moat other 
axioms, was shown later in the year to have some Yprci. 
startling exceptions. To pack the base of the historic 
Yprea salient with guns, and to assemble within and 
behind its trenches the storming troops for a great 
advance was, however, an operation which could not 
possibly bo concealed. British aircraft might have an 
ascendency in observation, but that did not prevent 
the German fliers from being both daring and skilful. 

All camouflage, therefore, was thrown aside, and 
throughout the month of July Sir Douglas Haig 
openly assembled his forces for the widening or de¬ 
struction of the iron bands which had so long con¬ 
stricted us in this northern area. The Fifth Army 
gathered for the venture, still commanded by Sir 
Hubert Gough, the victor of Thiepval. On his left, 
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opposite Bissclioote, on tKe edge of the inimdationa, 
was a FrencL. army under General Antoine, a genial 
giant who impresses those who meet him as a mixfcm-e 
of Porfchoa and d’Arfcagiian. The general r61e of the 
French Army was to cover the British fi-oni counter¬ 
attack from ,the north, especially from liouthulst 
Forest, in the depths of which gi-eat reserves might 
lurk, for it covers no less than 600 acres. Upon the 
right, and engaged in a subsidiary degree in the 
operations, was the Second Army, under Sir Herbert 
Plumer, fresh from the trimnph of Messines. 

The direction of this new attack against the ridges 
of Flanders was the logical sequence from the pre¬ 
ceding operations of the year. The high ground of 
the Anore had been taken late in 1916. The high 
ground of Vimy fell into British, hands in April. In 
June the Germans had been driven in one strenuous 
day from the high ground of Messines. The whole 
line of ridges from end to end was in British hands 
save only those which girt in Ypres and dominated 
it from the north and north-east. It is true that 
these so-called ridges- were often httle more than 
undulations, but they meant firmer ground, artillery 
observation, self-oonoealmout, and everything which 
makes for military advantage. For these reasons 
Sir Douglas Haig turned his strength now in that 
direction. After his successive advances he might 
say with Wellington; “ Knowing well that if we laid 
our bloody hands upon, a town it was fated to fall.” 
The men who took Ciudad Kodrigo or stormed the 
dreadful breach of Badajos could teach nothing in 
hardihood and contempt of death to those who 
carried Guillemont or OviUers. 

In attacking a salient like that of Ypres and in 
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endeavouring to flatten it out, it is obvious that the chatteii 
efforts must be made at the sides rather than in the 
centre, since success in the latter case would simply 
mean a larger salient. Of the two sides of the Ypres Ypu-s. 
sahent the success of Messines had already relieved 
the pressure in the south, and this area was clearly 
less important than the north, since it was farther 
from the sea. It was evident that any considerable 
success upon the northern side would advance the 
British line towards Bruges, and an occupation of 
Bruges would surely mean the abandonment by 
Germany of the Flemish coast. For these reasons 
the effort of the British was chiefly directed towards 
the north-east, a tract of ground which was difficult 
when dry, but which became grotesque in its diifi.- 
culties when it rained and the small low-lying streams 
or “ heeks ” which meandered through it spread out 
into broad marshy bottoms. These all-pervading 
morasses, when ploughed up with innumerable shell- 
holes, were destined to form an almost insuperable 
military obstacle. In attacking at such a point Sir 
Douglas could only hope that the weather would 
abide as a neutral, but as a fact, now as so often before, 
its action was bitterly hostile. Up to the very day 
of the advance it smiled deceitfully only to break into 
a month of rain from the very hom of the attack. If 
Berhn needs one more monument in her meretricious 
“ Sieges-Allee,” she may well erect one to the weather, 
which has saved her cause as surely as the geese 
of old saved Eome. 

So notorious were the British preparations, cul¬ 
minating. in the usual terrific bombardment, that the 
approaching conflict was discussed in the German 
papers weeks before it occurred. Their preparations 
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had been gigantic, and took a new form which called 
for corresponding ingenuity upon the side of the 
stormors if it was to be successfully countered. The 
continuous trench had, save in the old system, been 
discarded as oiTering too evident a mark for the 
shattering giuis. The ground was held by numerous 
disconnected trenches, and strong points arranged in 
depth rather than in breadth, so that the whole front 
should form one shock-absorber which would yield 
at first, hut must at the last bring any pressure to 
a stand. Scattered thickly among these small posts 
there were concrete forts, not nnlike the Martello 
towers of our ancestors, but sunk deeply into the 
ground, so as to present a small mark to gun-fire. 
These forts were made of cement and iron with walls 
so enormously thick that a direct hit from anything 
less than a sk-inoh gun could not possibly harm 
them. The garrisons of each were composed of 
twenty or thirty men, with two or fclu’ee machine- 
guns. There was usually no visible opening, the 
entrance being approached by a tunnel, and the 
windows mere slits which gave a broad traverse for 
a machino-gun. They were contrivances wliioh might 
well hold up an army, and it was a fine example of 
Hi’itish adaptability as well as courage that they were 
able to make progress against them. The days of the 
gallant hull-headed rush were over, and the soldiers 
had learned in a cruel school that the fighting man 
must be wary as well as brave. 

At four o'clock in the morning, in the first grey 
light of a rainy morning, under a canopy of grey 
sweeping clouds, and in a fog-girt landscape of be¬ 
draggled fields and brown patches of mire, the French 
and British infantry sprang forward with splendid 
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alacrity upon this dangerous venture wHct should CitAPUp. 
culminate in taking the last dominant ridge upon the 
British front from those who had held them so long. 'I;'*®*’''*? 

-t I. p 1 anttlG of 

The French attacked upon the extreme left of the rprea. 
line, and had an extremely difficult task, which they *''• 
accomplished with a dash and spirit which won the 
unstinted admiration of their British comrades. In 
front of them was the canal, but they had succeeded 
in throwing across some troops in the days before the 
battle. It was fitting that they should advance the 
line in this sector, for they were starting from the very 
spot to which their comrades had been pushed in the 
poison-gas battle of April 22, 1916, more than two 
years before. The ground in front of them was very 
marshy, and as a background to the German position 
loomed the great forest of Houthulst, which was 
known to be a strong gun position and place of artns. 

It was subjected, however, to such a shattering bom¬ 
bardment that it was nearly silent when the attack 
advanced, and the French poilus, pushing rapidly on 
from point to point, seized the village of Steenstraate, 
and finally the larger village of Bixschoote, establish¬ 
ing their line well to the north of that point. It was 
a most valorous advance, and if no detail can be given 
of it save this passing mention, it is beoairse it belongs 
to thiut weighty and wonderful volume which shall 
record the glorious military deeds of France, a volume 
which can only be written with proper appreciation 
and knowledge by a French pen. 

The British line of battle was formed by five 
corps, the Fourteenth (Cavan) to the north, the 
Eighteenth (Maxsc) upon its right, the Kineteenth 
(Watts) upon the right of that, the Second (Jacob) 
came next, and then upon the southern edge of the 
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Ohaitbh area, amd. hardly engaged in the main, fighting, was 
—L the Tenth (Morlnnd). Each corps had two divisions 
Battio rf '‘fisei've. Wft will take each in 

Yiirus. turn, starting from the north. It should be noted 
j Illy 31. corps made up G ough’s Filth Army, 

and that the Tenth Corps was the only part of Flumer’s 
Army to be engaged. 

Cavan’s Fourteenth Corps was next to the French, 
with the Guards in immediate touch with our 
allies, and the Thirty-eighth Welsh Division upon 
its right. The Twentieth and the Twenty-ninth 
Divisions were in support. We shall now follow the 
splendid advance of the Guards, a division which 
more and more as the war progressed reasserted 
its position as the very cream of the Army. 

On the days preceding the action a numher of 
bridges had been thrown across the canal, and the 
attacking brigades had been passed over this impedi¬ 
ment, so that they were able to deploy rapidly and 
escape the German barrage which fell, for the moat 
part, behind them. This most useful work was 
carried out by the Ist Guards Brigade, especially 
by the 3rd Coldstream and Ist Irish, who got 
across the first. This brigade was relieved, and 
on the day of battle the 3rd Brigade was upon 
the loft in close liaison with the French, while 
the 2nd Brigade was on the right with their 
flank touohuig the Welshmen. Two “Hate Com¬ 
panies,” as they wore called, were thrown out on the 
divisional front, whose task it was to make special 
discharges of oil drums, thermite, and otlier missiles 
which might smooth the way for the advance of the 
infantry. . At 4.24 the whistles of fate were heard 
shrilly all along the line, and the Guards rose up from 
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their wet assembly ditcheSj and went forward in their Ciii™a 
usual sedate and inexorable fashion. The front line 
of battle of the two brigades, counting from the 
French flank, were the 1st Welsh, 1st Grenadiers, Yprei. 
2nd Irish, and 1st Scots, while behind them in the 
second line were their comrades of the 2nd Scots, 

4th Grenadiers, 1st Coldstream, and 3rd Grenadiers. 

Each platoon of the Irish carried a green flag adorned 
with the Irish harp. 

The attack at fij'st was so strong or the opposition 
so weak that in ten minutes the first-line objective 
had been gained. From this point the shock-absorber 
system began to act, a system which must prevail 
save where the attackers know when to suspend their 
effort so that the spring of resistance is never pressed 
back to the uttermost. The British generals had 
learned this lesson and the aims of any one day’s 
battle were strictly limited. Thus, although the 
losses gi'ew and the difficulties increa.sed, the Guards 
were well within their powers, in gradually pushing 
forwards to the Steenbeek stream, which was the 
extreme limit assigned to them. As they advanced 
sections were told ofl; to deal with the various concrete 
forts and other strong points, a method of attack 
which gave great scope for the initiative of individual 
junior officers or non-commissioned officers, and which 
was fruitful in acts of valour. About six o’clock the 
German machine-guns in Hey Wood held up the line 
for a time, and the 2nd Brigade had the chagrin of 
seeing some German guns limbering up and with¬ 
drawing in front of them, while their own barrage fell 
as an invisible steel curtain which covered them from 
seizure. It was remarked generally of the British 
barrage that though extremely accurate as a rule, it 



OiiArri’ii 

VI. 

TJio third 
tJdttle of 
if pics. 
July 31. 


r40 THE BRITISH OAMPAIGH, 1917 

still consisted too mucli of shrapnel and not enough 
of high explosives, so that it had not the shattering 
and uprooting effect which was needful. The Germans 
had read the lessons dilfeieutly, for at this period of 
the war their barrage consisted almost entirely of 
6-9 " crumps ” with a small admixture of shrapnel. 

By the early afternoon the front lines of the 
Guards had fulfilled their programme, and a number 
of prisoners, including the commanding officer and 
adjutant of the 73rd Hanoverians, had been con¬ 
ducted to the rear. The losses of the Guards had 
not been excessive, save in the right flank battahons, 
especially the 1st Scots, but they included many 
valuable officers killed or womrded, including Colonel 
Greer of the 2nd Irish, Colonel Romilly of the 1st Soots, 
and Colonel Lord Gort of the 4th Grenadiers, Among 
many deeds of valour which were added to the records 
of the division upon that morning there may be men¬ 
tioned that of the heroic surgeon David Lees, who 
was decorated for passing five times through the 
barrage carrying wounded, and of the brave Irish 
priest, Bather Knapp, who absolutely refused to take 
shelter when his men were exposed, and met his death 
rather than leave them. It is mvidious, however, 
to mention biave men where all were bravo. About 
three o’clock the 1st Guards Brigade passed through 
the ranks of their comrades and carried the advance 
forward to its limit. The order of then’ advance 
from the left was the 2nd Coldstream, with the 
2nd Grenadiers on the right, while the 3rd Coldstream 
and 1st Irish took the con’esponding places in the 
second line. The 2nd Grenadiers lost heavily from 
a flank fire, its difficulties and those of all the right 
flank being increased by the fact that the railway Ime, 
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dotted witli German stiong points, ran aa the bonndaiy CnAITLIl 
between, divisions. Captain Eitchie, oi Loos fame, 
was among the casualties. The Grenadiers sot so 

® 1 j.'i 1 Bittlo o! 

far ahead that the protective baiiage became thin 'ipT^. 
and erratic, haidly existing in many places. The 
whole brigade moved forward in close touch with 
the 113th Brigade of Welshmen upon their light. 

The latter after the final objective was reached were 
shelled for a time out of their position, so that the 
[riah and Grenadiers had to throw back a defensive 
flank, but the Welsh with dogged spint came back 
to their work and re-established theii line late in the 
evening. Their work will presently be described, 
but so tar as the Guards are concerned it may be 
added that, with the help of the 55th and 76th Field 
Company R.E., all they took they kept, although the 
physical surroundings were appalling, for they foxmd 
themselves for three days lying on the foi-ward slope 
of a low ridge under heavy rain in deep puddles of 
water, exposed to German shelling and to the constant 
stinging of invisihle Gennan snipers. No conditions 
could have been more trying, but the Guards stuck 
it out \dth a quiet patient disciphuo which was as 
fine as the valour of theii assault. “We are just 
lying in a snipe bog in the min,” wrote an Irish 
officer. Due dispositions were made for relief among 
the three brigades, and the hue was held until a 
farther advance should become possible—^an event 
which was continually postponed by the incredible 
weather. 

Passing to the 38th Welsh Division upon the 
right of the Guards, their battle line consisted 
of the 113th Brigade upon the left, consisting 
entirely of battalions of Welsh Fusiliers, while the 



Chapikr 

VI. 

TIlu third 
Battle of 
V pres, 
July 31. 


142 THE BRITISH CAMPAfGN, 1917 

114th Brigade, formed from the Welsh Regiment, 
WHS on the right. The order of the foremost 
battalions taken from the left was the 16th and 
13th Welsh EusiHers, with the I3th and 10th Welsh. 
The experienoes of the division upon its advance 
were, as might be expected, not unlike those o£ the 
Guards. “ ft was still dark,'’ says one graphic 
correspondent, “ and all we liad to guide us was our 
barrage moving forward like a living line offii'e, 
from loft to right as fax as the eye could see.” The 
first objective was captured with little loss, a fair 
number of prisoners being taken in the Caesar Support 
Trench. In attacking the second objectives the 
reserve line came through the front one, so tliat the 
order of the troops, token again from the loft in the 
114th Brigade, was the ISth and 14th Welsh, while in 
the 113th Brigade, which had a less diifionlt task, 
there wa,s a mere change of companies in the units 
ab’oady engaged. The opposition now became fiercer 
and the losses more severe. Marsouin Farm, and 
Stray Farm on the right, and the village of Pilkom 
upon the left poured bullets upon the advancing 
infantry, who slipped from sheU-hole to shell-hole, 
taking such cover as they could, but resolutely pushing 
onwards. Again and again the maohinc-gun forts 
were isolated, surrounded, and compelled to surrender. 
The Welshmen had reached their second objective in 
the scheduled time. The 16th Welsh Fusiliers were 
now pushed into the firing-line upon the left, and the 
advance went forward. A gap had formed between 
the Welshmen and the Highlanders of the Fifty-first 
Division upon their right. In this gap lay Rudolph 
Farm, spitting fire from every cranny and window, 
A platoon of the 15th Welsh turned aside from their 
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path and captured or Jcilled all who were in the CmirLB 
German post. To the immediate left of this pointy 
lay another stronghold called Iron Cross. This was 
rushed by the 14th Welsh, at considerable loss Ypn-s' 
to themselves, but twenty of the garrison were ■^"tr si. 
bayoneted, forty captured, and three machine-guns 
secured. Just beyond the Iron Cross was a German 
dressing-station which yielded forty more prisoners. 

The 15bh Welsh Fusiliers on the left had in the 
meanwhile a severe ordeal, for so heavy a fire poured 
upon them from the clump of trees known as Battery 
Copse that they were left "with hardly an officer and 
with their protective barrage rapidly receding into 
the distance. Tbe men were staggered for a time, 
but struggled forward again with fine resolution, and 
at last established themselves upon the same line as 
Iron Cross. 

WlnTst the fighting line had been getting forward 
as described, the 113th carrying among other obstacles 
the village of Pilkem, and bodi brigades, but especi¬ 
ally the 114th, biu'sting through three separate 
battalions of the famous Kaferlein regiment of the 
Guards, the reserve brigade had been keeping in close 
attendance in spite of the German barrage. How two 
battalions of the 115tb Brigade were slipped into 
the front, the ilth S.W. Borderers and the 17th 
Welsh Fusiliers. These fine fresh troops took up 
the running and made foj' the final objective, which 
was the Steonbeek stream. This was successfully 
reached, in spite of the ever-growing resistance, 
and the final line was formed with posts upon the 
farther side of the Steenbeek. Shoiiily after three 
o’clock a strong counter-attack broke upon this 
Welsh line, and for a time the Borderers were forced 
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from the post at “ Au bon gtLe ” which they liad 
occupied and were thrown across the river. Aided by 
a good barrage of artillery and machine-guns the 
attack was hnally beaten olT, about a hundred Germans 
who had charged through the barrage being shot down 
by rifle fire. After this there wa s no attempt upon this 
day to disturb the new fiont of the Welsli Divisiou, 
though upon August 1 in the afternoon there was some 
sign of a counter-attack, which was broken up by the 
British artillery before it could materialise. Prom 
then onwards the weather made Im'ther operations 
impossible. On August 6 the Twentieth Division 
took over this new line. 

The advance of the Welsh Division, including as 
it did the two exploits of capturing the strongly 
fortified village of Pilkem, and of utterly scattering 
three battalions of one of the most famous regiments 
in the Prussian service, was worthy of the great reputa¬ 
tion which they had won at Mamotz Wood. The way 
in which the men followed up the barrage and taclded 
the concrete forts was especially worthy of mention. 
The Cockchafers mentioned above were the dandy 
regiment of Berlin, and their utter defeat at the hands 
of a brigade of the Neiv Army must indeed have been 
bitter to those who remembered the cheaii jests which 
had been made at that Army’s expense. Pour hun¬ 
dred prisoners from this regiment found their way 
to the cages. Altogether 700 prisoners were taken, 
nearly all Guardsmen from the Third Division. 
The Welsh had about 1300 casualties, including 
Colonels Radice, Norman, and Taylor. Among the 
dead was one, Private Ellis H. Evans of the ICth 
Welsh Fusiliers, whoso position and importance 
were peculiarly Cymric, since he was the winner 
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of the Bardic chair, the highest honour of the EiBbed- Chapteb 
dfod. An empty Bardic chaii* was afterwards erected 
over his grave. It is only in Wales that the traditions 
of Athens are preserved, and contests of the body and Yi.res. 
of the mind are conducted in public with ctjual honour 
to the victors. 

To the south of Cavan's Fourteenth Corps lay 
Maxse’s Eighteenth Corps, extending from the right 
of the Thbty-eighth Division to a point opposite to 
the village of St. Julien. Maxse’s Eighteenth Corps 
consisted of four divisions, the Fifty-first supported by 
the Eleventh being upon the left, and the Thirty-ninth 
supported by the Forty-eighth upon the right. South 
of the St. Julien front they connected up with Watts’ 
Nineteenth Corps to the south. It should be men¬ 
tioned that the whole corps’ front was occupied for 
some weeks before the battle by the 33rd Brigade, 
who at groat strain and loss to themselves held this 
long stretch in the face of constant gassings and 
shoUings, in order that the attacking divisions might 
be able to practise for the day of battle. 

Taking the narrative once more from the north, 
the Fifty-first Highland Territorial Division (Haiper), 
a unit which has seen an extraordinary amount of 
service during the vrar, advanced with the usual 
dash of these magnificent clansmen. Everything went 
down before their disciplined rush. There was no 
particular geographical pomt in the area which they 
conquered, hut their whole frout was covered by 
fortified posts, some of whidh fell with ease, while 
others put up a considerable resistanoe. Prominent 
among the latter was Eudolph Farm, which was on the 
line between the Thirty-eighth and Fifty-first Divi¬ 
sions, pouring a flanking fire upon each and holding 
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up the left of the Wfty-first. This post was eventu¬ 
ally stormed by the Welsh. Finally the IJighJaudcis, 
clearing the ground carcftdly beliind them, reached 
their full day’s objective, which was the line of the 
Stccnbeek. Here they dug themselves in and beat 
o£E an enemy counter-attack. 

On the right of the Highland Territorial Division 
was the Thirty-ninth Division, con&is-ting of the 
116th Sussex Brigade, the 117th Rifle and Sherwood 
Foresters Brigade, and the 118th mixed Territorial 
Brigade. The attack was undertaken by the 117th 
Brigade upon the north in touch with the High¬ 
landers, and the 116th upon the south. Both of 
these brigades got forward in excellent style, but 
the position was strong and the losses wore heavy. 
Canadian Farm was taken by the 117th Brigade, 
and the 110th also attained its inU objective. 
Finally, the spare brigade, the 118th, passed 
through the tanks of the others, and fought their 
way into St. Julien, where no British loot had 
been placed since April 24, 1915, when the heroic 
remnant of the Canadians had been cut off and 
overpowered in its streets. 

The operation would have been entrrely successful 
had it not been lor the attempt to advance beyond 
the village. This was carried out by the same brigade, 
tbe II 8th, with the 6th Cheshires upon the right, the 
l&tHerts in the centre,and th64/5th BlackWatoh upon 
the left. The Cambridge Battalion was in support. 
The attack was extraordinarily gallant, but was held 
up by uncut wire and very severely punished. No 
permanent gain was efiected, but greater constancy 
has seldom been seen. The Hertfordshire men were 
particularly fine. Their Colonel Page and their 
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adjutant were both killed, and every combatant OHApruB 
officer was on the casualty list, so that it was the 
seri'eant-maior who withdrew the 120 men who had 'Ui«thna 
gone forth as a 'strorig battahon. The doctor was Yp:o<. 
wounded, and only the chaplain was left, who dis- 
tingui&hed himself by being the last man to rocross 
tie Steenbeek with a wounded man slung over his 
shoulder. Such was the experience of the Herts, and 
that of the Cheshires and of the Highlanders difEerod 
only in detail, 

A counter-attack along the whole corps’ front was 
beaten back upon the evening of July 31, but the 
concentration of German artillery upon St. Juhen was 
so terrMo that it was found necessary next day to 
withdraw the Isb Camba who garrisoned the village, 
the adjacent bridge over the Steenbeek being retained. 

Next day the village was reoccupied. 

The Thirty-ninth Division, very hard hit by its 
victorious but strenuous service, was relieved upon 
August 4, after a terrible four days of constant rainfall 
and shell-fall, by the Forty-eighth South Midland 
Territorial Division, while a few days later their 
Highland comrades were relieved by the Eleventh 
Division. So battered was the Thirty-ninth Division 
that it was taken forthwith out of the hne and its 
place in the corps was filled by the Fifty-eighth. 

To return to the order of the advance, Watts’ 
Nineteenth Corps, which was the next one to the south, 
consisted of the Fifty-fifth West Lancashire Terri¬ 
torials with the Thirty-sixth Ulsters upon the left, 
while the Fifteenth Scottish Division supported by 
the Fourteenth Light Division were on the right. 

Of these we will deal first with the attack of the men 
of T '>Tm‘'''hir*‘ 
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CHArTi'.B The advance was made by tbe 166th Brigade 
upon the left, and by the 166th upon the right. 
The first Gorman line was rapidly carried, and 

iJattlo ot 1 * L 

Yprta, the only serious fighting was at the strong point 

July 31 . known as Pommern Redoubt, which held out for 
some time but was eventually captured about 10 a.m. 
The lOetli Brigade, which covered the space between 
St. Julieniii the north and the Wioltje—Gravenstalel 
Road in the south, was led by the 6tli King’s Royal 
Lancasters and the 6th North Lancaahires, while the 
165th Brigade, with their left upon the road and their 
right in touch with the Fifteenth Division, were 
composed entirely of battah’ons of the King’s Liverpool 
Regiment, the 6th and 6th in front, the 7th and 9th 
in the second line. This brigade upon being counter¬ 
attacked used its liquid fire apparatus with good 
results. “ Prom mider the manllc of fii-o ran blazing 
Huns with heartrending cries, but I cannot say we had 
any sympathy for liem. We remembered John 
Lynn and the other Lancashire lads who had becu 
gassed and roasted round Ypres in the battles of 
other days, and we felt that the Huns were only being 
paid back in their own coin.” The losses in the fii'st 
stages of the advance were not severe and came 
chiefly from the machine-gmi fire of the three strong¬ 
holds of Bank Farm, Spree Farm, and Pommern 
Castle. The latter was very formidable, spouting 
bullets on three sides, so that the 166th Brigade was 
held up by it for a time. In the second stage of the 
attack the 164th Brigade with the 4th North 
Lancashires on their right and the 6th Lancs 
FusilierB upon their left pushed through the ranlis of 
their comrades and carried the advance on, taking 
Hindu Cott and Gallipoli, and finally reaching the 
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most advanced objective, whence they pushed out cniPTcn 
patrols to Toronto and Aviatik Farms, They were 
exposed to strong counter-attacks as will be shown. 'J'huflimi 

* , ” ITT Uattlo of 

This fine advauce had been matched by Heed s Vpies. 
Fifteenth Scots Division on the right. Of their 
conduct that day it can only be said that it was 
worthy of the reputation which they had gained at 
Loos and at the Somme. The Scottish bands who 
fought under Gustavus Adolphus in the Thirty Years’ 

War left a renown in Germany which lingers yet, and 
it is certain that some memory of-the terrible ” Hell- 
hags,” as they were called by the German soldiers, 
win preserve the record of Scotch military prowess so 
long as any of their adversaries are ahvo to speak 
of it. Two brigades led the advance, the 44th 
upon the right and the 46th upon the left. As 
in the case of the Lancashire men upon their left 
the first stages of the attack were easy. On getting 
past the German Line, however, the fuU blast of fire 
struck the infantry fi:om Douglas ViUa, Frezenberg 
Redoubt, Bommern Castle, Low Farm, Frost House, 
and EQn 37. By ten o’clock, however, the second 
objectives had been taken. The 46th Brigade 
now pushed through, and though held up on the 
right by Bremen Redoubt, they attained the 
full objective upon the left, and kept in close touch 
with the 164th Brigade. The position, however, was 
pcrilons and, as it proved, impossible, for Watts’ 

Corps was now well ahead of either of its neighbours. 

About two o’clock a violent German drive struck up 
against the exposed flank of the Fifty-fifth Division, 
causmg great losses, especially to the 4th Royal 
Lancasters, some of whom were cut off. Anoiher 
counter-attack beat against the left of the enfeebled 
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CnAETER 46t]i Brigade. As a result the remains ol the four 
front line battalions Tv^ere pushed back some hundreds 
Tiiethmi of yaids, but at 6 p.m. the edge was taken off the 
Ypro».° attack and the German infantry were seen to be re- 
juiysi. tiring. About 1p.m. next day this attack was renewed 
down the line of the Ypies—^Roulers Railway, and 
again the Fifteenth Division bore a heavy strain which 
forced it back once to the Frezenberg Ridge, but again 
it flooded forward and reoccupied its line. So severe 
had been the exertions and the losses of these two 
divisions that they were drawn out of the line as soon 
as possible, their places being taken by the 36th 
Ulsters upon the left and the 16th Irish upon the 
right. 

We now come to Jacob’s Second Corps lying to the 
south of the Nineteenth with its left resting upon the 
Ypres—^Roulers Railway. It contained no less than 
five divisions, throe of which were in the line and two 
in support. Those in the line, counting from the 
north, were the Eighth Regular Division with its 
left on the railway and its right at Sanctuary Wood, 
the Thirtieth Lancashire Division in the centre, and 
the Twenty-fourth Division opposite Shrewsbury 
Forest with its right resting upon the Zillebeke— 
Zandvoorde Road. In support was the Twenty-fifth 
Division upon the left, and the Eighteenth Division 
upon the right. 

The Eighth Division advanced upon a two- 
brigade front, the 23rd upon the left and the 24th 
upon the right. Many strong posts including several 
woods faced the assailants, and from the begin¬ 
ning the resistance was very obstinate. None the 
less, in spite of numerous checks and delays, the 
advance was carried forwao’fi for half a mile 0 .Tirl 
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captured the whole of the front line trenches without CmriEB 
much loss, for the German barrage was slow and late 
whereas the British artillery support was excellent, ‘Wi'd 

TTT’i 1 p t f ]iattlo «f 

Indeed ifc may be remarked that one of tne features Ypic^. 
of the battle was the remarkable preparation by which 
General Jacob, with the aid of his two artillery 
leaders, managed to place nearly a thousand 
pieces into a lino which was fully exposed to 
enemy observation. It was done at a considerable 
loss of men and guns, but it was absolutely essential 
to the advance. 

The low rising called the BeUewaarde Eidge was 
the fii-st objective of the division and was easily taken. 

The two magnificent Eegular brigades swept onwards 
with a perfect order which excited the admiration of 
spectators. As they passed over the curve of the 
groxuid they came into heavy fire from the farther 
rise near Wcathoolc, but it neiiher slowed nor quickened 
their gait. Hooge, BeUewaarde Lake, The White 
Chfiteau, aU the old landmarks were passed. When 
the full objective had been reached after more than 
half a mile of steady advance the 25th Brigade 
passed through the ranlcs of their comrades and 
carried on until, as they neared Westhoek, they ran 
into a very heavy flank fire from Gleucorse Wood in 
the south. Tills was in the area of the southern 
division, so that the 25th Brigade were aware that 
their flank was open and that the Thirtieth Division 
had not come abreast of them. They halted therefore 
just to the west of Westhoek, and as their flanlc 
remained open all day they had to content themselves 
with consolidating the ground that they had won 
and beating back two counter-attacks. The left of 
the division kept their station wcU forward upon the 
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CnA-ETBtt Ypres—^Roulers Railway, with their left in close touch 
with the Scotsmen to the north. The division was 
relieved next day by the Twenty-filth Division. 

Ypjos All the battalions had clone gieat things in the 

July 31. action, but some specially fine woilc was put in by the 
1st Sherwood Foresters upon the left of the advance 
of the 24th Brigade. At one point it was necassary 
to out through wire which hold up the advance, and 
the gallantry ol the wire-cutting detachment was such 
that the dying continued to snip at the strands, while 
even the dead contiived to fall forwaa'd m an attempt 
to screen with their bodies their living comrades. 
The losses were very heavy, but the historic old 46th 
Foot, the “old Stubborns” of the Peninsula, never 
in its long career carried through more gallantly in 
so fierce a fight. The 2nd Northamptons also in¬ 
creased their, high reputation upon this arduous clay, 
during which they took many piisonors. 

The Thirtieth Division, which consisted, as will be 
remembered, to a large extent of “ Pal ” battalions 
from Liverpool and Manchester, advanced to the 
south of the Eighth. Sanotnaiy Wood and other 
strong points lay in fi-ont of the 90th and 21st 
Brigades which provided the first lines of stormeis. 
The resistance was strong, the fire was heavy, and 
the losses were considerable, so that the assail¬ 
ants were held up and were unable to do more than 
cany the front trenches, whence they repulsed re¬ 
peated countei-attaokB during the rest of the day. 
In the initial advance the 2nd Scots Fusiliers, that 
phoenix of a battalion, so often destroyed and so often 
renewed, wandered in the dusk of the momitig away 
from its allotted path and got as far north as Chateau 
Wood in the path of the 24th Brigade. This caused 
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some dislocation of tlic fi'oiit line, but the Manchester' cnAPiEB 
men on the right of the Scots pushed on and struck 
the Menin Road as far forward as Clapham Junction, tuo thM 
The 21st Brigade in the meantime had to pass a 
great deal of difficult woody ground and mot so much July -si. 
opposition that they lost the haiTagc, that best Mend 
of the stormer. Bodmin Copse was reached, but few 
penetrated to the eastern side of it. The strong point 
of Stirling Castle was, howe\rer, taken by the Man- 
cheaters of the 90th. It was the line of Dumbarton . 

Lakes which proved fatal to the advance, and 
though two battalions of the 89th and finally 
the East Angliana of the 53rd Brigade horn 
the supporting Eighteenth Division were thrown 
into the fight, the latter winning forward for some 
distance, they found that it was finally rather a 
question of holding groxmd than gaining it. The 
ultimate line, therefore, was across from Clapham 
Junction. Since neither of the divisions on either 
side was in £iny way hold up, save perhaps at one 
point, it is probable that the southern advance would • 
have been more successful but for the limited advance 
of the Thirtieth Division. 

Upon Aiigust 2, much exhausted, they were 
drawn out of the lino and the Eighteenth Division 
took their place, and held the Clapham Jimction and 
Glenoorse Wood, which their o'wn 53rd Brigade 
had largely been instrumental in -^vinning, against 
repeated a-btacks. 

Upon the right of the Thirtieth Division was the 
Twenty-fourth, a famous fighting unit which was 
the only division able to boast that it had been 
present at Vimy Ridgo, Measines, and Ypres—^thieo 
great battles in the one year. The ground in front 



Chapter 

VI. 

The thud 
o{ 

Ypios. 
July 3i, 


164 THE BRITISH CAMPAIGN, 1917 

of this division was broken and woody, inclnding 
Shrewsbury Forest and other natural obstacles. None 
the less good progress was made, especially upon the 
right, while the left was only retarded by the fact 
of the limited advance in the north. The advance 
was made upon a three-brigade front, the 17th 
upon the left, the 73rd in the centre, and the 
72iid upon the right. The 17th, advancing with 
that fine battalion the 3rd Rifle Brigade alone 
in the front lino, carried all before it at first, 
but found both flanks exposed and was compelled 
to halt. The 73rd, led by the 2nd Leicesters and the 
7th Northamptons, were held up by a strong point 
called Lower Star Post in front of them. On the 
right the 72nd, with the 8th Queen’s and the North 
Staffords in the lead, gained the house called the 
Grunenburg Farm, which marked the lino of their 
immediate objective. There they dug in and held 
firmly, connecting up with the left of Plumcr’s Array 
to the south. Several unsuccosslul counter-attacks 
were made in the succeeding days upon this point, 
in one of which on August 6 Colonel de la Fontaine 
of the 9th East Surreys was killed. 

If the attack of the Second Corps upon this and 
other occasions met with limited success, it is to be 
remembered that the long clear slope leading to 
Gleucorse and Inverness Woods upon either side of 
the Menin Road represented as impossible a terrain 
for an advancing force as oonld be imagined. When 
finally these woods were won, ofiicers who stood 
among the tree-stnmps and looked back were amazed 
to tbink that such ground could have 'been taken, 
and were filled with surprise that the Ypres salient 
could have been held so long under an observation 
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from wLicli nothing could be concealed. When such CnAiiEn 
positions are held by troops which have a world-wide 
reputation, in concrete fortifications, one should be 
Bui-pnsed, not that the assailants should have lailures Ypips. 
but that they should have the dour resolution which 
brought them at last to success. 

All the four corps already mentioned, covering the 
front from the junction with the French in the north 
to Shrewsbury Forest in the south, belonged to 
Gough’s Fifth Army. Of Plumer’s Second Army only 
a portion of the extreme left, consisting of Morland’s 
Tenth Corps, was engaged upon July 31. The flank 
unit, the Forty-first English Division, was in 
the front line opposite Basseville, with the Now 
Zealanders upon their right. There was no intention 
to advance the line to any distance in this locality, 
but the whole task assigned to the troops was 
completely carried out, and the front was pushed 
forward until it was level with the right of the 
Twenty - fourth Division. It has been explained 
by Sir Douglas Haig, however, that the attack in 
this quarter had never any serious intentions, and 
that it was in the nature of a feint in order to dis¬ 
tribute the German reserve of men and guns. None 
the less the ground captured by the 123rd Brigade 
of the Forty-first Division represented a substantial 
gain, including the village of Ilollebeke and all the 
broken and difficult coimtry to the north of the bend 
of the Ypres—Comincs Canal and east of Battle Wood. 

The advance along this portion of the front varied 
from 200 to 300 yards, while the New Zealanders at 
the right of the line covered the short area assigned 
to them in their usual workmanlike fashion, taking 
after a short fight the hamlet of La Basseville. On 
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Cnvpirn the right ol the New Zealanders were the Australians, 
_L whose movement, in accordance with the general 

Stuoof small one, including the capture of a 

Yptos, ruined windmill opposite their position. This was 
captured, retaken, and captured once again in a 
spirited little fight, and August 1 saw more fighting 
in this sector under very trying conditions of weather 
and ground. 

Wo have now briefly reviewed the work of eacli 
of the twelve divisions which wei’e in line upon the 
31st of July. In some places success was absolute, 
lu some it was partial, in none was there fadnre. 
Speakiag generally it may be said that the Thirty- 
ninth, Fifty-first, Welsh, and Guards, had captiu-ed 
their full objectives, including the villages of St. 
Julien, Pilketn, and the Pilkem Ridge; that the Fifty- 
fifth and Fifteenth had carried the first and second 
lines, with the villages of Verlorenhoek and Frezenberg 
and the all-important ridge; finally that the units 
upon their right had captured the German- first lines, 
including flooge, HoUebeko, Stirling Castle, and a 
line of woods. Apart from the gain of important 
and dominant positions, 6000 prisoners and 133 
officers -were taken, together with 26 guns, exclusive 
of those which had been captured by General Antoine 
to the north. The progress of the French had 
been admirable, and they had not only reached 
their full objectives but had gone beyond them 
and seized the village of Bixschoote, driving hack 
one severe German counter-attack which surged 
up to the point of junction between thorn and the 
Guards. With such results the first day of the third 
Battle of Yprea was undoubtedly a British victory, 
bub it was a victory which was absolutely complete 
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in tile noxtli, and incomplete in the south. Only one cuapilb 
B ritish disaster occurred during the day, and that 
was in the appearance of that constant and formidable 
ally of the Central Powers, the autumn rain. That rijrLs. 
night it began, and for many weeks it continued in ■’’"'y 
a dreary downpour upon a land which at the best of 
times is water-laden and soft. For two months to 
come it may be said that operations were really 
impossible, and that if they were occasionally driven 
forward by the fiery determination of the British 
leaders, they were undertaken at such a desperate 
disadvantage that largo results wore out of the 
question. Impassable mud and unfordable craters 
covered the whole Gorman front, and a swimming 
collar might well have been added to those many 
appliances with which the patient British soldier was 
already burdened. 
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Peom the evening of July 31 till that of August 1, 
there were intermittent and sporadic Gorman attacks 
along the whole ol the new liiiCj which were the more 
dangerous as tho wretched weather made it im¬ 
possible fur the aircraft to operate and tho artillery 
support was therefore unreliable. None the Jess, the 
wet and weary infantry huddling in the puddles and 
ditches were not to be forced back. Only at St. 
Julion, as already described, was there a temporary 
loss of ground. In this quarter, the Thirty-ninth 
Division, especially tho 118th Brigade, sustained very 
heavy losses, some of the battalions being almost 
annihilated for nulitary purposes. For days in suc¬ 
cession they lay in improvised tr'enohes sodden and 
cold in the pitilesa rain, aird when the rising waters 
drove them out they were shot down by the enemy. 
None the less, the ground was held and the abandon^ 
village was regained. 
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A]^otller point at wliicJi the German reaction was Ci> 'r™ 

particularly severe upon August 1 was near Bremen _L 

Redoubt and the Roulers Railway. Here at 3.30 p.m. 
the enemy attaolced with great valour, the blow Yprea. 
falling chiefly upon the 24th Brigade on the left of 
the Eighth and the 44th on the right of the Fifteenth 
Divisions. The 10th Gordons, 2nd Northamptons, 
and 1st Sijerwood Foresters were for a time fighting 
for thou* lives, the regimental staff of the riordons 
having to defend the burrow which served as Head¬ 
quarters. The 7th Camerons were also engaged in 
this desperate conflict which was fought anJde-deep 
in mud and under driving rain-clouds. Finally a 
body of Highlanders under Captain Geddes of the 
Gordons made so fierce a charge that the Germans 
were driven back and abandoned the attempt in 
despair. Their advance, however, ha^ been so sudden 
and so fierce that there was a time when the line was 
in grave danger. Captain Symon of the Camerons 
did great work also in the charge which turned the 
bide. Both Geddes and Symon were decorated for 
their valour. 

From the first day of the battle the front had 
been quiet in the sector of the Second Corps, save 
for constant reciprocal bombardments, the Germans 
endeavouring to hinder consolidation, while the 
British prepared fox an advance upon Glencorse and 
Inverness Woods. Upon August 10 an attempt was 
made to carry the line forward, the Twenty-fifth 
Division advancing upon the left opposite to Westhoek 
and the Eighteenth Division coming forward upon 
the right. The operation was a local one, but was 
attended with some success, the Twenty-fifth reaching 
their full objective and occupying the village of 
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cjiaitjir Westhoek. This attack was carried out by the 

_1. 74th Brigade, and was a model operation of the 

Battlekind. Weathook itself was rushed by the 2iid Irish 
Vpres. Rifles, but the 11th Lancashire Fusiliers on the 
&"ift.y" equally well, lighting their way to the 

advanced line and capturing several houses with 
their garrisons. The 9th North Lancashircs had also 
a very line day’s work, but the 13th Oheshires, coming 
up in support, lost heavily from the barrage which 
had been too slow to catch the main attack. None 
the less the survivors made thek way to the extreme 
line, where they joined up with some 7th Bedfords 
from the 54th Brigade to the south, and held a 
covering flanlr so as to block any attack upon West- 
hoek. The Oheshires did particularly well in this 
strenuous day’s work, they and the Fusiliers having 
repeated hand-to-hand fights with the German 
counter-attadcB. At one time a body of the Oheshires 
were quite cut off, but they held their own with 
determined bravery until their comrades rescued 
them. The Eighteenth Division were held up by the 
heavy flauldng fire from Inverness Copse. Tlie loft 
of the advance got into the south-western edge of 
Glencorse Wood, touching the 74th Brigade south 
of Westhoek, but the right brigade could not get 
farther than the road east of Stirling Castle. On the 
whole, however, it was a good advance, and in the 
meantime the Twenty-fourth Division had drawn 
closer to Lower Star Post, the obstinate strong point 
which had held up the 73rd Brigade upon July 31. 
The Germans showed their resentment at these new 
advances by live coimter-attaoks on the evening of 
August 10, all of which, especially the last, were 
strongly pressed. Th^e attacks were most strongly 
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made against the 76tli Brigade upon the left, but by Chaiteb 
the cscrtions of the 106th and 130th Field Companies 
Royal Engineers, and Lheir pioneena, the 6th South 
Wales Borderers, they had consolidated to such an Ypres 
extent that they held out against extreme pressure. J 
The 7th Bedfords and 7th Queens in the front of the 
Eighteenth Division had also much to endure, and 
were pushed to the very edge of G-lencorse Wood. 

All day the Irish Riflemen in Westhoek could see the 
Germans in small bodies dribbling over into the 
Hannebeek valley in front of them until in the evening 
a large force had accumulated. From ten in the 
morning the drift had been going on. The 10th 
Cheshires and 3rd Worcesters of the 7th Brigade 
had come up to thicken the attenuated line, 
but the danger was threatening, and rockets and 
pigeons were sent up to warn the guns. A very 
heavy barrage was laid down by them and stopped 
the attack. The enemy could be seen running for 
safety in every direction. At the same time an 
attack broke upon the 11th Lancashire FusiUerB to 
the north. An isolated house, which was occupied 
by a small party of this battalion, was so closely 
attacked that three Germans were shot as they 
clambered through the windows, but the North 
Countrymen stood fast, and forty-eight dead were 
picked up round this post in the morning. This 
ended the enemy’s attempts to recover the lost groimd. 

Tflie fighting had been severe, and the British losses 
were heavy. For a second time within a year the 
13th Cheshires had their commanding ofiBcer and 
every other officer of the battab'on upon the casualty 
list. When one reads such figures one can ask with 
confi.dence whether all the exclusiveness of a special 
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caste ■with, its codes of honour and appeals to -violence 
can exceed the quiet courage of those civilian gentle¬ 
men who undertook the leading of our new armies. 

Six field-guns with 8 officers and 300 men were 
taken in this Westhoek operation. The enemy 
consisted of the German Fifty-fourth Reserve 
Division, and all accounts agree that both in 
defence and in counter-attack their conduct was 
admirable. 

The ground was still very wet and the conditions 
deplorable, but the advance must be continued at all 
costs if the preparations were not to bo thrown away 
and -winter to find us still within the old pent-house 
of. Ypres. By the end of the second week in August 
the higher ground was beginning to dry, though the 
bogs in between were already hardly passable. 
One more fortnight would be invaluable, but Sir 
Douglas could not afford to waste another day. 
Upon August 16 the advance was renewed. 

As the original attack had been from a concavity 
which was almost a semicircle, and as it had en¬ 
croached upon the German area round the whole 
circumference, the result was that the front was now 
too large for simultaneous a,ttack, and the whole of the 
units of Pluraer’s Army which had formerly taken jjart 
in the battle were now to the south of the storm-area. 
The line of battle extended from the French positions 
in the north do-wn to the north-west corner of Inver¬ 
ness Wood. Along this .line the four corps of -Cavan 
(Fourteenth), Maxse (Eighteenth), Watts (Nineteenth), 
and Jacob (Second), were extended in their former 
order. In each case the divisions which had borne 
the brunt of July 31 were now in support, while the 
old supporting dj-visions were in. the line. As before, 
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we will take the corps in tlieir order from tke uortTi, CnAiTin 
premising that after the usual heavy bombardment 
the attack began at 4.4(5 in the morning. timd 

^,1 _ ° , ,, ^ , ,, EttUlo of 

Of the French upon the extreme left of the hue vpios. 
it can only be said that they did all and more than ^ 
they were asked to do. With the grand, swift dash 
which is the characteristic of their infantry they 
stormed the various fortified farms along the line of 
the Steenbeek, though some of them held out long 
after the main lines of our Allies had passed them. 

The tnro ends of the Bridge which crosses the stream 
at the village of Drie-Graohten were scoured, and the • 
whole of the peninsula made good. 

The front of Cavan’s Fourteenth Corps was 
formed by the grand old Twenty-ninth Division 
upon the loft, and the Twentieth Light Division, 
the heroes of many fights, upon the right. Both 
divisions lived up to their highest that day, which 
means that many a brave man died at his 
highest to carry on the record. On the whole, 
the Mebus or pill-boxes, the new German concrete 
forts, were less elective in the north than in the 
south, which may have depended upon the general 
lie of the country which gave them a shorter area 
of fire. Small bodies of brave men—sometimes a 
single brave man—^managed to get up to them and 
to silence them by hurling a sudden bomb through 
the porthole from which the gun protruded. 

The advance of the Twenty-ninth Division was 
begun by crossing in the early dawn the bridges 
throwm over the Steenbeek. Starting from the line 
of the stream, the advanced mud-beplastered lines, 
extending as they crossed country, coalescing as they 
concentrated upon any obstacle, moved swiftly for- 
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CitArTKB -wards to tteir objectives, which were taken in their 
entirety. Paaserelle Farm was carried by the veterans 
The third of the Twontv-iiinth, and so was Martin’s Mill upon 
Yiires. the right, many prisoners being sent to the rear. 
Ang. 1 to Another heave took them across the grass-grown lines 
of the abandoned railway and on into the hamlet of 
Wijdendrift, the line being established well to the 
north-east of that place. 

Whilst the Twenty-ninth Division had made this 
fine advance upon the loft, the Twentieth had done 
equally well upon the right, and had ended their 
brilliant attack by storming after a short but sharp 
contest the village of Langemarck, that old battle 
centre of 1914. 

The start of the attack was as fine as its execution, 
for the two brigades were marshalled into their 
positions in pitch darkness upon ground which was 
bewildering in its badness, close under the untaken 
redoubt of Au Bon Gite, whose garrison at any 
moment might give the alarm. So silent was the 
operation that the enemy was'utterly ignorant of it, 
though they kept up a continual machine-gun fire 
all night which made the assemblage even more 
difi&cult. In the early dawn the German fort was 
rushed by two companies of the 11th Rifle Brigade 
under Captain Slade. 

Then keeping within thirty yards of the barrage 
the attack moved forward as best it might through 
the swamps. The 60th Brigade was on the right 
and the 61st upon the left. The latter had never 
yet failed to carry its objective, and now it surged 
through the village or Langemarck and out at 
the farther side. The 12th King’s Liverpool with 
the 7th Battalion of the Sussex, Durham, and 
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cnvpnsn Yorkshiro Light Infantry were the heroes of this 
exploit. The German colonel commanding the 3rd 

Tiiethiui Battalion 26lat Regiment, and a crowd o] very 

Yipii-s. shaken prisoners fi-om the 79th Prussian Reserve 

Stpt 6 I^i''^sion were picked out of the mins. On the right 
tho 00th Brigade had made an equally fine advance, 
the King’s Royal Rifles being on the flank in touch 
with the 12th King’s Liverpool, with the 6th Shrop- 
shires on their right, while the 6th Oxford and Bucks 
cleared up the numerous pill-boxes at Au Bon Gite 
on the banks of the Stconbeck, There wore many 
casualties in the advance, including Colonel Priolcau 
of the Rifle Brigade, caused chiefly by the fire of the 
murderous Mebus which studded the ground. These 
were engaged by small groups of men, specially 
trained for the work, who frequently, by their cool, 
purposeful courage, succeeded in silonciug what would 
seem to be au impenetrable stronghold. Sergeant 
Cooper of the Rifles attacked one of these places 
with twelve men, and had his whole party shot down. 
None the less, he closed with it, and firing through 
the loop-hole with a borrowed revolver, he caused the 
surrender of the garrison of forty men with seven 
guns, winning his V.O. Such deeds were done all 
along the line, and without them tho advance must 
have beeu held up. Finally the 60Lh Brigade estab¬ 
lished themselves upon the line of Langemaxck, in 
touch with the captors of the village, but in tho late 
afternoon a heavy German attack broke in between 
the King’s Liverpools and tho Rifles, annihilating tho 
left flank Company of tho latter battalion, which 
fought desperately to tho end under Captain Dove, 
, who was among those who fell. So critical was the 
situation at one time that a defensive flank 200 yards 
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in lengtl was hold by an officer and fifteen men, with CHAriEn 
hardly any cartridges in their pouches. Touch was 
kept, however, between the two Brigades, and before 
evening they had dug in and consolidated the now v^rei. 
position. There had been victory along all this front, ““ 
and by sunset the whole of the objectives of the 
Fourteenth Corps, with the exception of a small 
length of trench to the north-east of Langemarck, 
were in the hands of Cavan’s infantry. 

Maxse’s Eighteenth Corps was formed by the 
Eleventh Division upon the left, and the Forty- 
eighth South Midland Territorials upon the right. 

The advance was over the Langemarck—Zonne- 
beke Eoad, and on over broken Mebus-studded 
country with no village nor even any farm-house 
to give a name and dignity to the considerable 
gain of ground. The advance was, though not 
complete, of groat tactical importance, as it screened 
the flank of the successful corps in the North. 

Brilliant success had marked the operations of the 
Fourteenth Corps, and modified success those of the 
Eighteenth. In the case of the four gallant divisions 
whioh formed the front of the Nineteenth and Second 
'Corps, it can hardly be said that they had any gains, 
while their losses were always heavy, and in some 
cases simply disastrous. Yet, conditions of weather, 
and ground and position being what they were, it was 
impossible to impute a shadow of blame to office,cs or 
men, who faced a difficult and often an impossible 
task with the spirit of heroes. To show how desperate 
that task was, and the extraordinary punishment 
whioh was endured by the infantry, the narrative 
of the Sixteenth and Thirty-sixth Divisions which 
formed Watts’ Corps may be told at greater length. 
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Tlie Sixteentli wMcli is treated first was on tlie rigLt 
of tlie Corps in the Frezenberg sector of the attack. 

This division, wkich had occupied under toirential 
rain and heavy fire the Prezenbcig Ridge since 
August i, was much exhausted before the advance 
began. The losses had fallen mainly upon the 47th 
Brigade, which had held the line, but the attacking 
brigades which now took its place were by no means 
immune. On the day before the battle, Brigadier- 
General Leveson - Gower of the 49th Brigade and 
practically all his stafi became casualties from gas 
poisoning, and the command had to be taken over 
by tho C.O, of tho Irish Fusiliers. So heavy was 
the pressure upon the division that 107 officers and 
1900 men were on tho easnalty lists before the advance 
had begun. None the less, the spiiit of the troops 
was high, and all were eager for the cl ash. On August 
16 the attack was made at 4-45 in the morning, the 
Thirty-sixth North of Ireland Division being on the 
left and the Eighth upon the right of the Sixteenth 
Division. It was upon a two-brigade front, the 48th 
being on the right and the 49th upon the left. So 
difficult were the conditions that it was only a quarter 
of an hour before zero that the concentration was 
complete, most of the troops being more fit for a rest 
than for a battle. 

Tho line of advance was formed by the 7th Irish 
Rifles and 9th Dublin Fusiliers upon the right, while 
the 7th and 8th Innisldlling Fusiliers were ou the left. 
At the signal they went forward over veiy heavy 
ground, the barrage slowing down to five minutes 
per himdred yards. We shall first follow the right 
attack. 

Both the Irish Rifles "ud the Dublin Fn iliers 
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found tliemselve& at once witLin the sweep of numerous CirAiTiiB 

maoMne-guns wliicli caused very heavy casualties. _L 

The Eifles for a time were in touch with the 2nd 'S'*? 
Middlesex of the Eighth Division upon their right, vpits. 
but the latter got caught in their own barrage with the to 

result that it had to fall back. The EiQcs, who had 
lost practically every officer, moved down the railway 
and across the llannebeek, but were so reduced in 
number that it was not possible for the few survivors 
to hold the German counter-attack advancing about 
4 p.M. from Zonnebeke. The Dublin Fusiliers, who 
had wilted under a heavy enfilade fire from Vampire 
Farm and Bremen Redoubt, were in equally bad ease, 
and all officers and orderlies who tried to get forward 
to the assaulting companies were killed or wounded. 

Two companies of the 2nd Dublin Fusiliers which 
came up in support shared in the catastrophe and were 
practically annihilated. Of one company two officers 
and three men survived unscathed. Of another one 
non-commissioned officer and ten men. Such figures 
will show the absolute devotion with which the Irish¬ 
men stuck to their work and are not, so far as can be 
known, exceeded by any losses endured by consider¬ 
able units during the war. Some of these scattei’cd 
remains lay out until the evening of August 17, 
endeavouring to hold a new line, until after dusk 
they fell back to the trenches from which they had 
started. 

On the left the Inniskilling Fusiliers got away in 
fine style with the 7/8th Irish Fusiliers in close 
support moving so swiftly that they avoided the 
German barrage. Beck House and other strong 
points were rapidly taken. A fort named Borry 
Farm upon the right could not be reduced, however, 
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CnAPMB and its five macliiiie-gajis raked the advancing lines. 
Three separate attacks upon the concrete omplacc- 

Thotiiii'd ments of this position aU ended in failure. Part of 

Yiims the attacking force remained in front ol toe untaken 

Se'lft position, while another portion passed it on the north 
side worldng on to the neighbonrhood of Zeveukote. 
At this side there had been more success as the 7th 
Inniskillings had taken Iberian Trench and con¬ 
solidated it. Thence they moved forward to the 
eminence called Tlill 37, but met with heavy blasts 
ol fire from that position and from Zonnebeke. The 
enemy now counter-attacked from Hill 37, and as 
the left flank of the Inniskillings was entirely exposed, 
since they had outrun the Ulster men upon their loft, 
they were forced to retiro to a position at Delva Earm. 
This was untenable, however, since both flanks were 
now exposed, so the whole line fell back to Iberian 
Trench. This, however, proved to be also impossible 
to hold on account ol the truly terrible losses. In tJie 
whole force in that quarter of the field only one 
officer seems to have been left standing. Both the 
8th Eusiliers upon the right and the Ulster men upon 
the left had retired, and by 9.30 a.m. thci’c was no 
alternative for the shattered remnants of the 49th 
Brigade but to seek the shelter of their own line, 
while the 6th Connaughts and. 7th Leinstors were 
brought up to support them. Of the 7th Tnnisldllings 
there were left one wounded officer and no formed 
body of men at all, while no other battalion of the 
brigade was of greater strength tlan half a company. 
It was indeed a dreadful day in all this Southern 
section of the line. The losses had been so heavy 
that no further attack could be organised, and in 
spite of the fact that scattered men were still lying 
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out, it was imposLsiblo to form a new line. Upon the CirAWEB 
night of August 17 the Fifteenth Division came 
forward again to relieve the exhausted but heroic 

• iti 111 Battle of 

infantry, who had done all thab men could do, vpree 
and more than men could be expected to do, but 
all in vain. 

Nor had their brother Irishmen of the Thirty-sixth 
Division upon their left any better foitune. The 
failure of one division may always be due to some 
inherent weakness of its own, but when four divisions 
in line, of the calibre of the Thirty-sixth, Sixteenth, 
Eighth, and Fifty-sixth aU fail, then it can clearly 
he said, as on the first day of the Somme Battle, that 
they were faced by the impossible. This impossible 
obstacle took the immediate form of many ooncxete 
gun emplacements arranged-chequer-wise across the 
front, each holding five guns. But the contributory 
causes in the case of all the divisionB except the 
Fifty-sixth was their long exposure in dreadful 
weather to a sustained bombardment whioh would 
have shaken the nerves of any troops in the world, 
apart from thimiing their ranks. In. the Sixteenth 
Division alone 1200 men wore under treatment for 
trench fever and swollen feet, besides the heavy 
losses from shell fire. 

The fortunes of the Thirty-sixth Ulster Di-viaion 
were in all ways similar to those of the Sixteenth. 

There was the same initial advance, the same ex¬ 
perience of devastating fire from concrete strong 
points, the same slaughter, and the same retreat 
of a few survivors over ground which was dotted 
with the bodies of their comrades. Upon the 
right the attack was urged by the 108th Brigade 
with the 9th Irish Fusiliers upon the right and 
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the Irish Rifles upon the left, with two other 
battalions of the same regiment in support. The 
attack starting from the line of Pommern Castle got 
forward as far as Gallipoli Farm, but there it was 
faced by a machine-gun fire, coming chiefly from 
Hill 35, which was simply annihilating m its efl’ect. 
Only the remains of the 9th Irish Fusiliers ever got 
back to their original line. For many hours the Irish 
Rifles held on to the rising ground to the north-east 
of Pommern Castle, but by four in the afternoon the 
shattered 108th Brigade was back in its own trenches. 

The attack of Jacob’s Second Corps was earned 
out upon August 16by two divisions, the Eighth (which 
hsLd relieved the Twenty-fifth) in the Ypres—^Roulcrs 
Railway—Westhoek line, and the Fifty-sixth London 
Territoiials which had relieved the Eighteenth Divi¬ 
sion in the Qlenoorse Wood—Stirling Castle line. 

The Eighth Division advanced with the 23rd 
Brigade upon the left and the 26tb. upon the right. 
The barrage was excellent, the infantry wore on the 
top of their form, and all went well. Starting at 
4.46 A.M., within an hour they had taken Zonnebeke 
Redoubt, Iron Cross Redoubt, and Anzac. This 
marked their limit, however, for heavy machinc-gun 
fire was sweeping across from machine-gun emplace¬ 
ments of concrete in Nonneboschen Wood in the 
south. The right fiardc of the 26th Brigade fell back 
therefore to the line of the Hannebeek, and the 
stormers of Zonnebeke Redoubt, men of the 2nd West 
yorkshh'o, were compelled to fallback also to the same 
line. The Germans were now in an aggressive mood, 
and were seen several times advancing in large numbers 
down the wooded slopes in front of the British posi¬ 
tions, but were always stopped by the heavy barrage. 
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About 2.30 P.M. their pressure caused a storL retire- Citapteb 
mcut, and the situation was made more difficult by 
the failure of the 23rd Brigade to find touch with the J’’'® 
division upon their left. The pressure of the counter- Ypiw. 
attacks still continued, and the German losses were 
heavy, but the maohmo-gun fire was so deadly in the 
exposed Hannebeek Valley that a further withdrawal 
was ordered until the troops were almost in the lino 
from which they had started. 

The advance of the Fifty-sixth Division upon the 
right could not be said to be more successful. The 
167th Brigade were on the left, the 169th in the centre 
with the desperate task of carrying Nonneboseh and 
Glencorse, while the hard-worked 63rd Brigade of 
the Eighteenth Division was detailed to form a 
defensive flank upon the south. It was really the 
failure of this attack which contributed greatly to the 
failure of the whole, for there was a strong point at 
the north-west corner of Inverness Copse with strong 
machine-gun emplacements which could sweep the 
area to the north over a wide arc. Thus all the troops 
north of this point were faced from the start by a 
devastating fixe. The 167th Brigade got well forward 
to Nonne Bosohen, but was stopped by bogs and so 
fell behind the barrage. On the left they reached 
Albert Redoubt, but were driven in by a strong counter¬ 
attack. The 169th reached the east end of Glencorse 
Wood where they killed many Germans and captured 
sixty gunners, but the counter-attacks gradually 
drove -^e line back to whence it started. A German 
officer captured a few days latex has described how 
he saw the London men, mostly without officers, 
walking slowly back in front of Ms advance. It was 
a day of hard slogging upon tMs sector with very 
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little to allow lor it. So serious were the losses 
of the Pifty - sixth Division that the • Fourteenth 
Division took its place next day, while the other 
London Territorial unit, the Forty-seventh Division 
(Gorringe) took over tho line of the hard-worked 
Eighth. 

Thus we have passed doivn the whole line upon 
August 10, and have noted the victory of the north, 
tho stalemate of the centre, and the failure on tho 
south. There can be no doubt that tho losses of the 
British were very much in excess of those of the Ger¬ 
mans, for tho line of the latter could be held cheaply 
owing to the Mebus system which presented a new 
and formidable problem for the British generals. 
On tho other hand tho actual trophies of victory lay 
with the attack, since in the north they had possessed 
themselves of the German third lino, and had captured 
30 guns with more than 2000 prisoners. 

During the wet and miserable fortnight which 
followed this engagement the British line was advanced 
at many points by local operations, each small in 
itself but yielding in the aggregate some hundreds of 
prisoners, and representing a gain of ground of about 
800 yards for two miles upon tho St. Julion front. 
The Eleventh and Forty-eighth Divisions which still 
held this sector were responsible for the greater part 
of this advance ■rt'hich was carried out by three efforts, 
upon August 19, 22, and 27.. Upon the earlier date 
the advance of the South Midlandcra was particularly 
fine, when the 145th Brigade was heavily engaged, the 
Gloucestcrs and Buckinghams leading a fine assault 
which gained an appreciable section of ground. The 
bombing parties of the 4th Berkshires, a battalion 
recruited ficom Reading, did particularly good service, 
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following up tlie fii'st Hue and reducing a mimber of 
strong points wMci. had been loft untakcn. The 
losses among the stormers were heavy, but the results 
were substantial and there were some hundreds of 
prisoners. Especially fine during this and subsequent 
actions was the conduct of the field-gunners, British, 
Canadian, and Australian, who habitually worked their 
guns in the open with their .horses in attendance, 
changing positions, advancing and unlimbering in the 
good-old fashion with no attempt at camouflage, and 
defiant of the German shells or aeroplanes. The team- 
drivers had little to do in the war up to now, but when 
their chance came they and their gallant horses went 
through the barrage and the poison clouds as if they 
were no more than London fogs. The admiration of 
the gunners for each other was mutual. Mr. Bean, 
the Australian chronicler, narrates how a British 
artillery Major complimented the neighbouring 
Australian battery saying : “ We could not believe 
you could carry on in such a fire ” : to which the 
Australian Major replied : “ Well, do you know, we 
were thinking exactly the same thing about you.” 
Of such are the ties of Empire. 

On August 22 the Fourteen-th Division carried out 
an attack upon Glcncorse and Inverness Woods, 
going over the top at 7 a.m. The 42nd Brigade 
was on the left facing Glencorse, the 43rd upon 
the right facing Inverness. The light infantry bat¬ 
talions went forward in fine style, the 6th Shrop- 
shires and 6th Cornwalls upon the left carrying 
aU before them and attaining their full objective, 
which was strictly limited in its extent. This 
was held and consolidated. The 6th Somersets 
and 10th Durhams went forward on the right, but the 
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cn/iriBR fig h ii-ng was severe and tte progress slow. None the 
less it was sure, and before evening the greater part 
ihijiiirti of Inverness Copse was in the hands of these four 
Ypn".. battalions, together with nearly 200 prisoners. An 
Hepi 0 morning, August 23, to capture Eitz- 
Clarence Earm, just north of Inverness Copse, though 
supported by tliree tanks, was not a success, two of 
Ihe tanka being hit by gun-fire and the third reaching 
the Farm without any infantry at its heels. At the 
same time a counter-attack upon the 6th Shropshires 
was beaten hack by rifle fire. On tlie next day there 
was still heavy fighting in this sector, for the Germans 
could not bear to give up this wood, and made many 
attempts to regain it. The 42nd Brigade held every 
inch of their line in Glenoorse, but the 43rd were 
pushed back to the western edge of Inverness where 
they held on. 

There had been a slight forward movement upon 
each side of the Fourteenth Division during these 
three days of battle, the Forty-seventh Division taking 
an advanced line in the north, while the steadfast 
Twenty-fourth, still in the line of battle, came forward 
in the south. The 17th Brigade upon the right of the 
Fourteenth Division guarded its flank during the 
advance, and a dashing exploit was performed by 
one of its officers, Lieutenant Stonebanks of the Ist 
Royal Fusiliers, who took a strong point with its 
garrison by a sudden attack, so gaining his cross. 
Among the other operations which were canied 
out between the larger engagements in the hope of 
improving the local position were a series which 
covered the ground from Fortuin in the north to the 
south of the Roulers Railway. This point, which 
was still occupied by the Nineteenth Corps, was 
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covered upon the left by the Sixty-first Division, 
a second line English Territorial unit, which faced 
Hill 35, while on the right the Fifteenth Division had 
come back into the battle once more. These two 
divisions made two advances upon August 22 and 
upon August 27 in an endeavour to enlarge their 
h'ont, but neither was successful. Early in September 
the Forty-second Division, which had returned 
with a considerable reputation from Gallipoli, took 
the place of the hard-worked Fifteenth. Upon 
September 6 they again endeavoured to get forward, 
but the fact that Hill 37 on their left fllank had not 
been taken proved fatal to their advance. The ground 
was swept from this position of vantage so that 
when the Forty-second Division went forward upon 
September 6 to try and storm the lino of farms, 
Iberian, Beck, and Borry, which lay in front of them, 
they were smitten on their left flank by this deadly 
fire and sufEered heavy losses—^the more heavy 
because with heroic tenacity tibey held to their task 
long after its failure was inevitable. The 126th 
Brigade showed an intrepidity in this attack which 
in any former war would have been historical, but 
in this prolonged exhibition of human and military 
virtue does but take its place among many as good. 
The 5th and 6th Lancashire Fusiliers who led the 
storraers had practically ceased to exist after the 
action, while the 7th and 8th in support had heavy 
losses. The general lesson of such attacks would 
seem to be here, as on the Somme, that it is better to 
wait for a general advance in order to rectify in¬ 
equalities of the line, rather than to approach them 
by local attacks—^also that an xmtaken strong point 
upon the flank is absolutely fatal to any isolated 
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Cn-vPCTu eflort. Prom tHs time onwards the line was qniet, 
malting preparation for the great coming attack. 
Sttia'o? Allied battle-line the principal 

Ypros. event of August was a successful Italian attack 
s”iT e*" Isonzo Front beginning upon August 19, 

‘ ‘ ' which not only gained gi'ound but brought in no less 

than 20,000 prisoners. On the Verdun Front upon 
August 20 the French had a fine little victory, 
winning back the last remains of what they had lost 
in the great struggle, and taking over 5000 prisoners. 
Since April 9 the Allied gains in prisoners had been 
British 45,000, French 43,000, Italians 40,000, 
Russians 33,000. The British at this date hold 102,000 
Germans as against 43,000 British prisoners held by 
the Germans. 
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CHAPTEB VIII 

THE THIBD BATTLE OE YTEBS 
September 0 to October 3, 1917 


Engagemonfc of Pliimor’s Second Army—Attack of September 20— 
Pino advance of I'ifty-fiftli Division—Advanoo of tlio Ninth 
Division—Of the Australians—Strong counter-attack upon the 
Thirty-third Division—Benowed advance on September 26— 
Oontiaued rain—Deaporate fighting. 

The attack of August 16, with its varying and not 
wholly satisfactory results, bad been carried out 
entirely by the armies of Antoine and of Gough. It 
was clear now to Sir Douglas Haig that the resistance 
of the Germans was most formidable along the line 
of the Menin Road, where the long upward slope and 
the shattered groves whicJi crowned it made an ideal 
position for defence. To overcome this obstacle a 
new force was needed, and accordingly the Second 
Aimy was closed up to the north, and the command 
in this portion of the field was handed over to General 
Plnmer. This little white-haired leader with his silky 
manner, hie eye-glass, and his grim, inflexihloresolution, 
had always won the confidence of his soldiers, but the 
complete victory of Messiucs, with the restraint which 
had prevented any aftermath of loss, had confLi’med 
the whole army in its high appreciation of his powers. 
These changes in the hne, together with the 
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coatinued rain, which went from bad to worse, had 
the effect of suspending operations during the re¬ 
mainder of the month save for the smaller actions 
already recorded. Fresh dispositions had to be made 
also in order to meet the new German method of 
defence, which had abandoned the old trench’system, 
and depended now upon scattered strong points, 
lightly held front lines, and heavy reserves with 
which to make immediate counter-attacks upon the 
exhausted stormera. The concrete works called also 
for a different artillery treatment, since they were so 
strong that an eighteen-pounder or even a 6-9 gun 
made little impression. These new problems all 
pressed for solution, and the time, like the days, 
was growing shorter. 

The front of the new attack upon September 20 
was about eight miles in length, and corresponded 
closely with the front attacked upon July 31, save that 
it was contracted in the north so that Langemarck 
was its limit upon this side. Upon the south the Hank 
was still fixed by the Ypres—Comincs Canal, just north 
of HoUebeek. The scheme of the limited objective 
was closely adhered to, so that no advance of more 
than a milo was contemplated at any point, wliilc a 
thousand yards represented the average depth of pene¬ 
tration which was intended. The weather, which had 
given a treacherous promise of amendment, broke 
again upon the very night of the assembly, and the 
troops wore drenched as they lay waiting for the signal 
to advance. Towards morning the rain stopped, but 
drifting clouds and a dank mist from the saturated 
soil deprived the attackers of the help of their aircraft 
—so serious a handicap to the guns. But the spirits 
of the men rose with the difficulties, after the good 
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old British fashion, and at S.40 on tMs most inclement 
morning, wet and still and cold, they went forward 
with cheerful alacrity into the battle. 

The field of operations was now covered by two 
British armies, that of Gough in the north extending 
from beyond Langemarck to the Zonnebekc front, 
while Plumer’s Army covered the rest of the line 
down to Hollebeke. It may be said generally that 
the task of the men in the south was the more difficult, 
since they had farther to advance over country which 
had seemed to be almost impregnable. None the 
leas the advance in the north was admirably executed 
and reached its full objectives. Cavan’s Fourteenth 
Corps still held the extreme north of the British line, 
but neither they nor the French upon their left were 
really engaged in the advance. They covered the 
front as far south as Sohreiboom, where the right of 
the Twentieth Division joined on to the left of the 
Fifty-first Highlanders. This latter division formed 
the left flank of the main advance, thou^ the 
59th Brigade, the 60th Brigade, and the 2nd Brigade 
of Guards did push their line some short distance 
to the front, on either side of the Ypres—Staden 
Rahway, the 69th Brigade capturing Eagle Trench 
and the 60th Eagle House. This was a very for¬ 
midable position, crammed with machine-guns, and 
it took four days for its conquest, which was a 
brilliant feat of arms carried out by men who would 
be discouraged by no obstacle. The gariison were 
picked troops, who fought desperately, and every¬ 
thing was against the attack, but their pertinacity wore 
down the defence and eventually, upon Sept. 23, the 
10th Rifle Brigade and the 12th Royal Rifles cleared 
up the last corner of the widespread stronghold. 
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CiiApmR THe liard'worked Highland Territorials ol the 
Fifty-first Division were worn with service but 

Tiiciiiini atill full of fire. Their advance was also an admir- 

Ypves.” able one, and by nine o’clock they had ovoj'come 
all obstacles arrd dug in upon their extxonio objec¬ 
tive. Quebec Fann was a special stronghold wliich 
held the Highlanders up lor a time, but finally 
fell to their determined assault, Hose Farm, Delva 
Farm, aiid Pheasant Farm were also strongly defended. 
About 10 A.M. many strong counter-attacks were 
made in this aiea, one of which for a time drove back 
the line of the Highlanders, but only lor a short 
period. This particular attack was a very gallant 
one ellected by Poles and Prussians of the Thirty- 
sixth and Two hundred and eighth Divisions. It 
was noted upon this day that the Prussians fought 
markedly better than the Bavarians, v/hich has not 
always been the case. The method adopted both by 
the Highland Division and in some other parts of 
the line in order to overcome strong points, such as 
farms, was a concentration of portable trench-mortars 
firing heavy charges with a shattering effect. Pheasan t 
Farm was a particularly difficult proposition, and yet 
it was so smothei'ed by a cloud of these luissilos that 
the distracted garrison Avas compelled to surrender. 
This use of what may be ooUod a miniature and 
mobile heavy artillery became a feature of the last 
year of the War. 

Next to the Fifty-first Division, and covering the 
ground to the north and east of St. Julieu was the 
Fifty-eighth Division, a new unit of second line 
London Territorials which had done a good deal 
of rough service in the line, but had not yet heon 
engaged in an important advance. Upon tliis occa- 
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sion it bore out the old saying that British troops are chapter 
oEten on their top form in a first engagement. Their 
advance was a brilliant one and attained its full 1!''*° 

1 • • !■ 1 1 1 r I Ot 

objective, talang upon the way the strongly-fortified Yprea. 
position of Wurst Farm. Nowhere in the line was ^ 
the ground more sodden and more intersected ivith 
water jumps. The 173rd Brigade was on the right, 
the 174th upon the left, the former being led 
by the young hero of the Anere Battle and 
the youngest Brigadier, save perhaps one, in the 
whole array. It was a magnificent battle dihut for 
the Londoners and their coolness under fire was 
particularly remarkable, for in facing the di£B.cult 
proposition of Wui-st Farm they avoided making a 
frontal attack upon it by swinging first left and then 
right with all the workmanlike precision of veterans. 

The capture of Hubner Farm by the 2/6th and 2/8 th 
London was also a particularly fine performance, as 
was the whole work of Higgins’ 174th Brigade. 

The two divisions last mentioned, the Fifty-first 
and the Fifty-eighth, formed the fighting line of 
Maxse’s Eighteenth Corps upon this day. On their 
right was Fanshawe’s Fifth Corps, which had taken 
the place of the Nineteenth Corps. The most 
northern division was that sterling West Lanca¬ 
shire Territorial Division, the Fifty-fifth, which 
had now been in and out of the fighting line but 
never out of shell fire since the evening of July 31, 
or seven weeks ‘in all. In spite of its long ordeal, 
and of the vile ground which lay at its front, it ad¬ 
vanced with all its usual determination, the 164th 
Brigade upon the left, and the 165th upon the right, 
each of them being stiffened by one battalion from 
the Reserve Brigade. The 8th Liverpool Irish were 
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onAiTim upon the exireme left, which moved down the left 
bank of the Hannebeek and struck up against the 
'i?utn of obstacle of Schuber Farm, which they suc- 

v'l.Iu^,. ceeded, with the co-operation of the 2/4th London 
6 lo and of two Tanlcs, in carrying by assault. Farther 
south a second farm-house, strongly held, called the 
Green House, was carried by the 2/6th Lancashire 
Fusiliers, while the 4th North Lancashiic took Poliker 
Farm upon the right. When one considers that each 
of these was a veritable fortress, stuffed with machine- 
guns and defended by 2nd Guards Reserve regiment, 
one cannot but marvel at the e/Iiciency to which these 
Territorial soldiers had attained. The 4th Royal 
Lancasters kept pace upon the right. The advance 
of the 166th Brigade was equally successful in gaining 
ground, and there also wore formidable obstacles 
in their path. After crossing the Stconbook they had 
to pass a very heavy barrage of high explosives and 
shrapnel which, however, burst upon percussion and 
was neutralised to some extent by the softness of the 
ground. The line of advance was down the Gravon- 
stafcl Road. A formidable line of trenches were 
carried and Kavnorth Post was oaptmud, as wore 
Iberian and Gallipoli, strong points uj)on the right. 
A counter-attack in the afternoon which moved down 
against the two brigades, was broken by their rifle- 
hre, aided by the advent of the two supporting 
battalions, the 6th South Lancashires and 6th North 
Lancashires. The ground thus taken was strongly 
hold until next evening, September 21, when under 
cover of a very heavy fire the enemy penetrated once 
more into the positions in the area of the lC4th 
Brigade. Just as darkness fell, however, there was a 
fine advance to regain the ground, in which the whole 
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of the headquarters staJI, with bearers, signallers, 
runners, and men-servants, swept up to the position 
which was captured once more. Among other 
positions taken upon September 20 was Hill 37, 
which had been so formidable a stronghold for the 
Germans in the murderous fighting of August 16. 
This commanding point was taken and held by 
the 5th, 6th, and 9th King’s Liverpools, with part 
of the 6th South Lancashires, all under the same 
ofheer who led the 36th Brigade in their fine attack 
upon Ovillers. The position was strongly organised, 
and upon the next day it beat back a very determined 
German counter-attack. 

The Ninth Division was on the right of the 
Fifty-fifth with the South Africans upon the left 
flank. At the opening of the attack the 3rd (Trans¬ 
vaal) and 4th (Scottish) South African regiments 
advanced upon the German line. Within an hour 
the latter had carried Bony Farm, which had defied 
several previous assaults. At eight o’clock both these 
regiments had reached their full objectives and the 
supporting units, the 1st (Cape) and 2nd (Natal) 
regiments went through their ranks, the men of the 
Transvaal cheering the men of Natal and the Cape 
as they passed. By 9.30 the second objectives, 
including Beck House, had also fallen. There was 
a considerable concentration of Germans beyond, 
and the 6th Camerons came up in support, as an 
attack appeared to be imminent. The artillery 
fire dispersed the gathering, however, and the 2nd 
Regiment spreading out on the left to Waterend 
House established touch with the Lancashire men to 
their north. Bremen Redoubt had been captured, 
and this was made a nodal point against any 
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CiiAPTBR coimter-attack, as was Vampire Redoubt. By 
mid-day tbe Ist Regiment on the right had lost 

Tiio thira heavily and was lorced to dig in and act upon the 

R/lttlB of - . ^ 1 • 

Ypios. defensivo as German concentrations were visible in 

Sept, (i to .(;he Hanneboke Woods. A second battalion of the 

O ct. a. 

2Cth Brigade, the 7th Seaforths, were at this time 
sent up in support. The left flank was also checked 
and a.defensive post organised at Mitchell’s Parm.' 
The shelling from the direction of Hill 37 was very 
heavy, the more so as the Africans were ahead of the 
166th Brigade upon their loft. A number of German 
aeroplanes flying low and using their machine-guns 
complicated a situation which was already sufficiently 
serious, for the small-arm ammunition was running 
low and only a few hundred exhausted men with a 
thin sprinkling of officers remained in the fighting 
line. The artillery played up splendidly, however, 
and though the enemy massed together at Bostin 
Eaim he could never get a sufficient head of troops 
to carry him through the pelting British bari'age. 
Thus the day drew to a close with heavy losses cheer¬ 
fully borne, and also with a fine gain of ground which 
included several of the most sinister strong points 
upon the whole line. The South Africans have boon 
few in number, but it cannot be disputed that their 
record in the field has been a superb one. 

In the meantime the 27th Brigade, upon the 
right of the South Africans, had also done a splendid 
day’s work. In the first dash the battalion upon 
the left front, the 12th Royal Soots, had taken 
Potsdam Redoubt with its garrison. Thence the line 
rolled on, the Scots Eusiliers and Highland Light 
Infantry joining in turn in the advance, until evening 
found them with the same difficnlripsi °nd ”lso with 
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tlic same success as tlieir Afncan comi’ades. As night 
fell bhis right wing was in touch with the Australians 
near Anzac, and thence passed through the wood and 
along the railway bank to the junction with the left 
brigade, wliicli in turn stretched aqross to Gallipoli 
and to Hill 37, which was now in the hands of then’ 
Lancashire neighbours and bristling with their 
machine-guns. That night the Ninth Division lay 
upon the ground that they had won, but the men 
had been without sleep or warm food for three days 
and uigjits under continual fire, so that, hardy as 
they were, they had nearly reached the limit of 
human endurance. It is worthy of remark that the 
wounded in this part of the field were attended to in 
many cases hy captured Gorman surgeons, and that 
one of these had an oxpenonce of PTussian amenities, 
for his brains were scattered by a sniper’s bullet. 

The First and Second Australian Divisions joined 
the left luiit of Plumer’s Army, but worked in 
close co-operation with the Ninth Division upon 
their right, lu a day of brilliant exploits and un¬ 
qualified sxxccessoa there was nothing to heat theu- 
performance, foi‘ they were faced by that wliich tries 
the norvos of the stoutest tuoops—an.area which has 
aheady been tested and found to be impregnable. 
With all the greater fire did the brave Australian 
infantry throw itself into the fray, and they kid the 
advantage ovor their predecessors in that the lino 
was well up on either side of them, and that enemy 
guns upon their flanks were too busy upon their own 
front to have a thought of cnfllading. The result 
of the Australian advance was instant and oomplolo, 
for the remainder of Glencorse Wood and Nonno 
Bosclion wore over-run and by ten o’clock the 
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“Diggers” were through the liaiiilct of T^olygoiivcld 
and into the original German third, Jino beyond it. 
The western i)art ol Polygon Wood was also olearod, 
and sOj alter a sharp fight, was the strong point e,ailed 
“ Black Watch Corner,” whieli is at the south-wosteiii 
extj'emity of the wood. At this pnitil tiio advance 
of the Australians was not loss than a mile in depth 
over gi'ound which presented every possible olistacle. 
Over at least one oi their captured I'cdoulitis IJieii’ 
own Australiau flag with the Southern Cross upon it 
was floating proudly in tlic evening. The josses of 
the division were serious, the gi eater pait being duo 
to an enfilade fire from the right, coining probably 
from the high gi'oand in the south near Tower 
Mamleta, which struck their Hank as they approached 
the south of Polygon Wood. Anzac ui)on the loft 
marked their northern limit. Notlung c-ould liave 
been finer than the whole Australian attack. “ They 
went into battle,” says their soiibe, “ not singing 
and laughing like many British regiments, but very 
grim, very silout, witJi their ofHeers marching (piloLly 
at the head ol each small .string ol men.” They ate 
dour, deteniu'ned fighters, llamo like in attack, ii'on 
in defence, and they liave woven a fresh and biilliaiit 
strand into tlie traditioius of the Imperial armies. 
It should bo mentioned that it was the 2nd, 3rd, 
6th, and 7ih Brigades which carried forwai-d the line 
to victory. 

Good as the Australian advance had been it could 
not be said to have been bettor than Bahington’s 
Twenty-third Division upon their right. They, too, 
had to cross ground which had heon litteicd by the 
bodies of their comrades, and to pass points which 
brave men had found impassable. Bui, .all wont well 
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iijjoii tlus day, and every objective was seized and Cuaptbb 
held. Livenioss Copse, ol evil memoiy, was occupied 
at ihe first ruali, and Llie advance went forward 
without a check to Duinbarton Lakes and on past Vjiics. 
thorn until the Veldhock Ridge had fallen. A 
coiiutcr-atlnck which broke upon them Avas driven 
back ill min. The advance was across the marshy 
Basspvillo Heek and through tlio dangcious woods 
beyond, but from liist to last there was never a 
serious check. It was on the Yoi'kshires, the West 
Yoikshircs, and the hTorthuinhcrland Fusiliers of the 
G8tJi and OOth llrigadcs tliat the brunt of the early 
fighting lell, and as usual the JNToith-country gut 
proved i>quul to tlio Inirdcst task which could bo set 
before it. I'lio final stage which carried the Vcldlicok 
Ridge was also a North-country exploit in this section 
of the lino, as it was the lOtli West Hidings and the 
Ji^tli Durluuns, who with fixed bayonoi-s cloaied tlio 
ultimate ])ositions, rcaclung the western slopes ol the 
upper Steonbeok Valley whore they dug in the new 
tomporaiy lines. 

On the exti'onie south of tJic lino the advance had 
been as suecesHtu] as elsewhere, and at nearly eveiy 
point the Ml objective was reached. Upon tlio right 
ol the Twenty-third Division was tlic Forty-first, 
a sound Biiglisli Division which had distiiiguislicd 
itself at the Somme by the capture of Fleis. 

TJio leading brigades, the i22iHl and 124lJi, with 
Royal Fusiliers, King’s Royal Rifles, and llamp- 
shircs in the. lead, lost Jioavily in the advance. The 
snipers and luacliine-gims were very active u])on this 
ti'onl, but each obstacle was in turn surmounted, and 
about 8.30 the Reserve Brigade, the 123rd, came 
til rough and completed the morning’s work, crossing 
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CirAPi'ijB the valley of tlie Basbevillo Bock and storming up 
th.c slope ol tlic Tower Hamlets, a stioiig position 

Siticof soutli ol the Mcnin Jload. Among Hio ikuu1& 

ypiei.° whicli gave tlicm trouble was the I^ijxxjjc Kinm, 
found to bo a luird nut to crauk 1ml 
cracked it was, all the snnie. 'Plus fiami' brigadi' 
suffered muoli from inacliinc-giins oast oi Bodmin 
Copse, both, it and tlie 12-ltlj Biigado being held 
up at the Towor Ilandct Plateau, which exposed 
tlie wing ol the 122nd who had reached all tlioiv 
objectives. So groat was the pressure that the 
Brigadier of the I24th Brigade came uj) \)ctHoimlly 
to reorganise the attack. The 11th West Kent, the 
aoubhern unit of the 122ik1, had their right lliinic 
entirely exposed to Goinian fire. Two young sub¬ 
alterns, Eieoman and Woolley, held tJiis danger¬ 
ous position for some time with tlieii- men, but 
Fi'ceman was shot by a sniper, tlie losses wore 
heavy, and the line had to bo di'awu in. Colonel 
Corfc of the 11 bh West Kent and Colonel Jarvis ol 
the 21st TC.R.R. were among the casualties. In ajiilo 
of all counter-attacks the evening found tlie loti ot 
the Forty-first Division well established in its now 
line, and only short of its full ohjetlivo iu thi.s dilllcult 
region of the Tower Hamlets, where foi the following 
two days it had to fight hard to hold a lino. The 
losses wore heavy in all three brigades. 

On the right of the 41st and joining the flanlc unit 
of Morland’s Tenth Corps was the Thhly-ninlh 
Division. This Divisioir attacked upon a single 
brigade front, the 117th having the post of honour. 
The lOtli and I7th Sherwood Foiestors, the 17lli 
Rifies, and the 10th Rifle Brigade wei'i' each in 
turn engaged in a long morning’s confliet iu which 
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they attained their line, whicli was a more limited CiiAnuu 
one tliaii that oi‘ the divisions to the Jiorth. 

South of this point, and foiming the flank ot 
the whole attack, was the Nincteentli Division, v^rL'. 
whicli advanced with the ‘Wcst-countrymen of the 
57th Brigade upon the right, and the Welshmen of 
the 68th Brigade ujion the left. Their course was 
down the spur oast of Zillchekc and then into the 
small woods north of the Ypres—Comiues Canal. 

The 8tJi (jtloucosters, 10th Worcesters, 8th North 
StalTords, Gth Wiltshires, 9th Welsh, and 9th Cheshiros 
each boro thcii- share of a heavy burden and earned 
it on to its ultinmto goal. The ohjectives were 
shorter than at other points, but had special diih- 
cultios of their own, as every flank attack is sure to 
find. J3y nine o’clock the work was thoroughly done, 
and the atlvauoe securod upon the south, the whole 
Klein Zillcbcko sector having been made good. The 
captors of La Boisselle had shown that they had not 
lo.st their ])owcr of thrust. 

This first day ot the rojiowod advance represented 
as clean-cut a viotoiy upon a limited objective as 
could 1)0 conceived. The logical answer to the 
German determination, to re-arrange his defences by 
depth was to refuse to follow to depth, but to out ofi 
his whole front which was thinly held, and then by 
Bubaeqnont advances take Buccessive slices off his 
lino, nflio plan worked admirably, for every point 
aimed at was gained, the-general position was greatly 
improved, the losses wore moderate, and some three 
thousand mote prisoners were taken. The Germans 
have been ingenious in their various methods of 
defence, but history will record that the Allies showed 
equal skill in tboir quick modifications of attack, 
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CniriMi and that the British tiuriug tiiis year’s caitipaigii had 
a most remarkable record in never being ouco held 

B position which Giey attacked, save only at 

Tpiia. Cambrai. It is true that on some seciions, as in tlie 

Oof 3 *'^'’ south of the Hue on August lO, there might bo a 
complete check, but nx every action one or otliei’ jxart 
of the attack had a snccess. In this inslanee it was 
univeisal along the line. 

The Gormans did not sit down quicily under their 
defeat, but the reserve counter-attack troops eaino 
forward at once, Jnstcacl, however, of lindhig the 
assailants blown and exhausted, as they would have 
been had they attempted a deep advance, they I’oinid 
them in excellent fetUc, and endured all the losses 
which an •unsuccossM advance must bring. T'hero 
were no less tlian eleven of these attempts upon the 
afternoon and evening of September 20, some of them 
serious and some perfunctory, but maldng among 
them a great total of loss. They extended over into 
September 21, but still with no substantial success. 
As has already been recorded, the front of the CGth 
Division, at Schuler Farm, east of St, Julicn, was for 
a time driven in, but soon straightened itself out 
again. In this advance, which embraced the whole 
front near Si. Julion, the German columns came with 
the faU of eveixiug driving dowix from Gravenstafel 
and following the lino of the Itoulers Bailway. ’J’hcy 
deployed under cover of a good barrage, but the 
British guns got their exact range and covered Lhctti 
with shrapnel. They were new unshaken troo])s and 
came on with gi-eat steadiness, but the losses were 
too heavy and the British line too stiff. Their total 
lodgment was not more than 300 yards, and that tJiey 
soon lost again, By nine o’clock all was clear. 
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Among the BiiLiaii (lelciicos ilio ex-German, pill- cuArraB 
boxes were used with gieafc effect as a safe depository 
for men and nmnitions. This eonsidorable Gorman 
attack in the uortk was sncccedcd lu'xt day by an '^ino?. 
even larger and more eojicoutratod elTort which 
surged forw.ird on the line (d tlio Meniti Itoad, the 
fresh Bixlocnlh Bavarian Division bcaiing up agaiimt 
fcJie ’’I’hiity-tJiii-il and the Ansfralian Divisions. Tlieio 
was some fierce givo-and-tako fighting with profuse 
slielbng upon either side, but save lor some local in¬ 
dentations the jiositionswei call held. Tl’he Victorians 
upon the right flank of the Australinns’ position at 
Polygon Wood wore very strongly a ttacked and held 
their ground all day. Pnuiey’a Thirty-third Division 
had come into lino, and the Gorman aituek upon 
the morning of Boptomber 26 bioko wibli especial 
fury upon tJio front of the 98th 13rigado, which 
fought with a splendid valour which marks the 
jneidenfens one of the outstanding teats of arms in this 
great battle. Hmall groups of men from the two 
regular battalions, the 1st Middh’sex and the 2nd 
Argyll and iSuthcrlands, wore left embedded within 
the German linos after their first successful rush, 
but they hold out with the greatest detormina- 
tion, and cither fought thcii’ way back or held on in 
little deB]K’ra1,p groups until they wore home for¬ 
ward again next day upon tJie wave of tJie advancing 
urmy. 

TJie weight oi the attack was so groat, however, 
that the front of tlie 98th Brigade was pushed back, 
and there might have been a serious set-back had 
it not boon for the iron resistanco of the iOOth 
Brigade, who stretched south to the Monin Eoad, 
joining hands with the llth Sussex of the fl''hirty-nintJi 

n 
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CiiApr™ Division upon tlie furChcr aide. The lOOtli Jliifi.idp 
-wafl exposed to a severe assault all day most gallantly 
'nTii''"f W German Eiitietli Beserve Divinioii and 

vpii supported by a tcrrilie boitibiwdincnt. It was a 
01^3'^*'’ I'Cidblc ordeal, but the staunoh batUilioiis w^lio iriel 
it, tlie 4tli Livei’jjools wbi> linked up with their 
conuades o£ the 98tli Biigado, the and Worcesters, 
Oth. Highland light Inlaiitay, ami 1st Queens, weie 
storm-proot that day. On the JVIoniii Hoad side ihe 
two latter battalions wcie pushed in hn a time by the 
weight ot the blow, and lost bonch with tlic ^riiirty- 
Ninth Division, but the Colonel of iJie (^iK't'iis, 
reinforced by some ol Hie lOtli K.R.R., pushed for¬ 
ward again with great det^nnituition, and by 9 a.m. 
had fully ro-ocoiipied the suppoit line, ns had the 
9th TTighlaud light ftifantiy upon their lejt. So the 
situation reraainod upon the night of the 25Lli, tintl 
the further development ol tJio British eonnttM -attaelc 
became part of the general attack ol iSepleiuher 2(». 
It had been a hard tussle all day, in the course of 
which some hundreds in the advanced line luul hi lien 
into the hands of ihe enemy. It should be men¬ 
tioned that the troops in. the iiring-line were oerasion- 
ally short of ammunition during the jirolonged eonti'si,, 
and that this migJit well Jiavc caused dis.i,ster li.ul it 
not been for the devoted work of the 18th Middlesex 
Pioneer Battalion who, under heavy lire anti aerowt 
impossible g^-ound, brought up the miieh-nceded boxes 
and bandoliers. The resistance ol the Thirl,y-1,bird 
Division was greatly helped by tlic strong support 
of the Australianfi on tlicir Hank. It was a remark-. 
able fact, and one typical of the inflexibility of Hir 
Douglas Haig’s leadership and the competence ol 
his various staffs, that tlio fact that this aevoro aciiiotv 
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was caging did aot make tke least difEeience in Ms 
plana for the general attack upon SoptomlDei- 26, 

At 5.50 in the morning of that date, in darkness 
and mist, the wonderful infantry was going forward 
as doggedly as ever over a front of six miles, extending 
from the north-east of Bt. Julicn to the Tower Hamlets 
soutii of the Monin Road. The latter advance was 
planned to be a short one, and the real object of the 
whole day’s fighting was to establish a good jumping- 
off place for an advance upon the important Brood- 
scindo llidge. Some of the war-worn divisions had 
been drawn out and fresh troops wore in the battle 
lino. The Nortliorn Corps was not engaged, and the 
flank of the advance was formed by the Eleventh 
Division (Ritchie) with the 58th Londoners upon 
their right, the two forming the fighting front of 
Maxse’s Eiglrleonth Corps. Then- advance, which was 
entirely fiUcoessCnl and rapidly gained its full objectives, 
was along the line of St. Julien—^Poelcapelle Enad. 
The total gain hero, and in most other points of the 
lino, was about 1000 yards. 

Uj)OU the riglit of Maxse’s Corps was the Fifty- 
eighth Division, which also secured its full objective. 
The Cerman line upon tMs front was hold by the 
Twcnty-tMrd Saxon Division (Eesorve), which yielded 
a number of prisoners. The Ijondoners fought their 
way down the lino of the Wicltje—Gravenatafel Eoad, 
overcoming a series of obstacles and roacMng the 
greater portion of their objectives. There wore no 
notable geographical points to be captured, but the 
advance was a fine performance which showed that 
the Fifty-eighth was a worthy compeer of those other 
fine London territorial divisions which had placed the 
reputation of the mother city at the very front of all 
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fclie Imperial Armies. The Forty-seventli, the Fifty- 
sixth, the Fifty-eighth, and the Sixtieth in Palestine 
had all shown how the citizen-soldier of the Metropolis 
could dght. 

Fanahawe’a Corps consisted upon this date of the 
Fifty-ninth Division upon the loft, and the Third 
upon the right. The Filty-ninth Division, which 
consisted of second-line battalions of North Midland 
Territorials, made a fine advance upon the right 
of the Graven stafel Road, keeping touch with the 
Londoners upon the left. Here also, almost the 
whole objective was reached. The German posi¬ 
tions, though free from fortified villages, were very 
thick with every sort of mechanical obstruction, 
in spite of which the attack went smoothly from start 
to finish. It is clear that the British advance was 
fully expected at the south end of the line, but that 
for some reason, probably the wretched state of the 
ground, it was not looked for in the north. 

The Third Division had kept pace with the 
Australians bo the south and with the Midlanders to 
the north, and had captured the village and church 
of Zonnebeke, which formed their objective. Very 
strong counter-attacks upon all the part of the land 
to the immediate north of Polygon Wood were 
beaten down by the masterful &e of the British 
artillery. 

To the right of the Fifth Corps the Australians 
pursued their victorious career, going to their 
full limit, which entailed the possession of the 
whole of Polygon Wood. The Fourth and Fifth 
Divisions were now in the battle line. Push¬ 
ing onwards they crossed the road which connects 
Bacelaer with Zonnebeke, and established tbemnelves 
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firmly on the farther side south of Zonnebeke. Some 
300 prisoners with a number of machine-guns were 
taken in this fine advance. The pressure upon the 
Australians was especially heavy upon the right flank 
of the Fifth Australiau Division, since the left of the 
Thirty-third Division had been driven in, as already 
described, by the very heavy German attacks upon 
September 26, so that the Victorians of the i6th 
Australian Brigade at the south end of the line 
started with their flank exposed. They were in 
close touch throughout with the 19th Brigade of the 
British Division, and the 2nd Welsh Fusiliers found 
themselves intermingled with the Victorians in the 
advance, with whom they co-operated in the capture 
of Jut Farm. It was a fine feat for the Victorians 
to advance at aU under such ciroumatances, for as 
they went forward they had continually to throw out 
a defensive flank, since the Germans had re-occupied 
many of the trenches and Mebus, from which they 
had been ejected upon the 20th. This strip of ground 
remained for a time with the Germans, but the Thirty- 
third Division had also advanced upon the right of it, 
so that it was left as a wedge protruding into the 
British position. Cameron House was taken at the 
joining point of the two divisions, and gradually the 
whole of the lost ground was re-absorbed. 

To the right of the Australians the Thirty-third 
Division went forward also to its extreme objective, 
gathering up as it wont those scattered groups of 
brave men who had held out against the German 
assault of the preceding day. This gallant division 
had a particularly hard time, as its struggle against 
the German attack upon the day before had been 
a very severe one, which entailed heavy losses. 
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CnAMEB Some ground liad been lost at the Veldhoek Trench 
north of the Menin Road, where the 100th Brigade 

mttie 0 ^ was holding the line, but this had been partially re- 

Yprut. gained, as already described, by an immediate Attack 
Queen’s West Surrey and 9th Highland 
Light Infantry. The 2nd Argyll and Sutherlands 
were still in the front line, but for the second time 
this year this splendid battalion was rescued from 
the desperate situation which only such tried and 
veteran soldiers could have carried through without 
disaster. Immediately before the attack of Sep¬ 
tember 26, just after the assembly of the troops, 
the barrage which the Germans had laid down in 
order to cover their own advance beat full upon the 
left of the divisional line, near Glencoise Wood, and 
inflicted such losses that it could not get forward at 
zerOj thus exposing the Victorians, as already re¬ 
corded. Hence, although the 100th Brigade suc¬ 
ceeded in. regaining the whole of the Veldhoek Trench 
upon the right, there was an unavoidable gap upon 
Lhe left between Northampton Farm and Black 
Watch Corner. The division was not to be denied, 
however, and by a splendid effort before noon the 
weak spot had been cleared up by the Scottish Rifles, 
the 4th King’s Liverpools, and the 4th Suffolks, so 
that the line was drawn firm between Veldhoek 
Trench in the south and Cameron House in the north. 
A counter-attack by tbe louith Guards Division was 
crushed by artillery fire, and a comic sight was 
presented, if anything can be comic in such a tragedy, 
by a large party of the Guards endeavouring to pack 
themselves into a piU-box which was much too amq.1] 
to receive them. Many of them were left lying outside 
the ‘^Titr'''nee 



THE THIRD BATTLE OE YPRES 199 

Eartter still to the right, and joining the flank of CUAPTEE 
the advance, the Thirty-ninth Division, like its com- 
rades upon the left, found a hard task in front of it, 
the country both north and south of the Menin Road Ypres." 
being thickly studded with strong points and fortified 
farms. It was not until the evening of September 27, 
after incuriing heavy losses, that they attained their 
allotted Une. This included the whole of the Tower 
Hamlets spur with the German works upon the farther 
side of it. The extreme right flank was held up 
owing to German strong points on the east of Bitter 
Wood, but with this exception all the objectives were 
taken and held by the 116th and 118th, the two 
brigades in the line. The fighting fell with special 
severity upon the 4th Black Watch and the 1st 
Cambridge of the latter brigade, and upon the 14th 
Hants and the Sussex battalions of the former, who 
moved up to the immediate south of the Menin Road. 

The losses of all the battalions engaged were very 
heavy, and the 111th Brigade of the Thirty-seventh 
Division had to be sent up at once in order to aid 
the survivors to form a connected line. 

The total result of the action of September 26 was 
a gain of over half a mile along the whole front, the 
capture of 1600 prisoners with 48 officers, and one 
more proof that the method of the broad, shallow 
objective was an efiective answer to the new German 
system of defence by depth. It was part of that 
system to have shook troops in immediate reserve 
to counter-attack the assailants before they could 
get their roots down, and therefore it was not un¬ 
expected that a series of violent assanlts should 
i-mni. Rdia.tely break upon the British positions along 
the whole newly-won line. These raged during the 
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evening of September 26, bet they only sei'ved to add 
greatly to the German losses, showing them that their 
ingenious conception had been countered by a deeper 
ingenuity which conferred upon them all the dis¬ 
advantages ol the attack. For four days there was 
a comparative quiet upon the line, and then again 
the attacks carried out by the Nineteenth Reserve 
Division came driving down to the south of Polygon 
Wood, hut save for ephemeral and temporary gains 
they had no success. The Londoners of the Fifty- 
eighth Division had also a severe attack to face upon 
September 28 and lost two posts, one of which they 
recovered the same evening. 

Up to now the weather had held, and the bad 
fortune which had attended the British for so long 
after August 1 seemed to have turned. But the most 
fickle of aU the gods once more averted her face, and 
upon October 3 the rain began once more to fall 
heavily in a way which announced the final coming 
of winter. None the less the work was but half done, 
and the Army could not be left under the menace of 
the co mm anding ridge of Paschendaale. At all costs 
the advance must proceed. 
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October 4 to November 10, 1917 

Attack of October 4—Eui-ther advanoo of tho British line—Bplundul 
adTance of aeoond-llna TcrritonalH—Good woik of H.A.O. at 
Reulel—^Ahortivo action of October 12—Action, of October 2(1— 
Ht-aTy losses at the south end of the lino—fighting by Uvo 
Canadian Corps—Capture of Pasohondaalo—General results of 
thirrl Battle of Fprea. 

cnapTBa At eaily dawn upon October 4, under every possible 
disadvantage of ground and weather, the attack was 
Thotiiiid renewed, the infantry advancing against the main 
Tpres,”* lino of the ridge east of Zonnebeke. The front of 
Oct. 4 to the movement measured about seven miles, as the 

I'To V 1Q 

sector south of the Menin Road was hardly affected. 
The Ypres—Staden railway in the north was the loft 
flanls of the Army, so that the Fourteenth Corps was 
once more upon the move. We will trace the course 
of the attack from this northern end of the line. 

Cavan’s Corps had two divisions in front—^the 
Twenty-ninth upon the left and the Foruth upon the 
right, two fine old regular units which had seen as 
much fighting as any in the Army. The Guards held 
a defensive flank together with the French between 
Houthulst Forest and the Staden railway. The 
advance of the Twenty-ninth was along the line of the 

208 
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railway, and it covered its moderate objectives with- CnAPTEB 
out great loss or diffienlty. Vesten Farm represented 
the limit of the advance. bui’**”!' 

The Fourth Division, (Mathcson) started from a rprca. 
point east of Langemarck and ended from 1000 to 
1500 yards farther on. They advanced upon a 
two-brigade front with the 11th Brigade upon the 
right, with the northern edge of Poelcapelle as its 
objective, while the 10th Brigade upon the left 
moved upon the line of 19-Metre Hdl. The fire 
from this strong point was very severe, and it drove 
back the 2nd Seafoiths, who were the right battalion 
of the 10th Brigade, thus exposing the flank of the 
1st Hants, who were on the left of the 11th. The 
veteran Highlanders soon rallied, however, and the 
line was strengthened at the gap by the advance into 
it of the 1st East Lancashires. Both the Seaforths 
and the Lancashire men lost very heavily, however, 
by a devastating fire from machine-guns. The 1st 
Somersets upon the right had a misadventure through 
coming under the fire of British artillery, which caused 
them for a time to fall back. They came on again, 
however, and established touch with the 33rd Brigade, 
who had occupied Poelcapelle. There the Fourth 
Division lay on their appointed line, strung out over 
a wide front, crouching in heavy rain amid the mud 
of the shell-holes, each group of men unable during 
the day to see or hold intercourse with the other, 
and always under fire from the enemy. It was an 
experience which, extended from day to day in this 
and other parts of the line, makes one marvel at the 
powers of endurance latent in the human frame. An 
ofiicer who sallied forth to explore has described the 
strange effect of that desolate, sheU-ploughed land- 
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scape, half-liqaid in consistence, brown as a fresb- 
turned field, ivitb no movement upon its hideous 
expanse, although every crevice and pit was swarming 
with life, and the constent snap of the sniper’s bullet 
told of watchful, unseen eyes. Such a chaos was it 
that for three days there was no connection between 
the left of the Fourth and the right of the Twenty- 
ninth, and it was not until October 8 that Captain 
Harston of the 11th Brigade, afterwards slain, together 
with another officer ran the gauntlet of the sharp¬ 
shooters, and after much searching and shouting saw 
a rifle waved from a pit, which gave liira the position 
of the right flank of the 16th Middlesex. It was for¬ 
tunate he did so, as the barrage of the succeeding 
morning would either have overwhelmed the Fourth 
Division or been too far forward for the Twenty-ninth. 

Upon the riglit of the Fourth Division was tho 
Eleventh. Led by several tanks, the 33rd Brigade 
upon the left broke down all obstacles and cap¬ 
tured the whole of the western half of the long 
straggling street which forms the village of Poel- 
oapelle, Their comrades upon the right had no snoh 
definite mark before them, but they made their way 
successfully to their objective. 

Upon the right of the Eleventh Division, the 
48th South Midland Territorials had a moat difficult 
advance over the marshy valley of the Slroombeek, 
but the water-sodden morasses of Flanders were 
as unsuccessful as the chalk uplands of Pozieres 
in stopping these determined troops. Warwicks, 
Gloucesters, and Worcesters, they found their way 
to the allotted line. Winchester Farm was the chief 
centre of resistance conquered in this advance. 

To the right of the Midland men the New Zealanders 
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—^that splendid division wMdi tad never yet found chai-toii 
its master, either on battlefield or football ground— 
advanced upon the Gravenstafel spur. Once more tiic tiuni 
the record of success was unbroken and the full 
objective gained. The two front brigades, drawn ou. t to 
equally from the North and South Islands, men 
of Canterbury, Wellington, Otago, and Auckland, 
splashed across the morass of the Hannebeek and 
stormed their way forward through Aviatik Farm 
and Boetleer, their left co-operating with the Mid¬ 
landers in the fall of the Winzic strong point. The 
ground was thick with pill-boxes, here as elsewhere, 
but the soldiers showed great resource and indi¬ 
viduality in their methods of stalking them, getting 
from shell-hole to shell-hole until they were past the 
possible traverse of the gun, and then dashing, bomb 
in hand, for the back door, whence the garrison, 
if they were lucky, soon issued in a dejected line. 

On the right, the low ridge magniloquently called 
“ Abraham’s Heights ” was carried without a check, 
and many prisoners taken. Evening found the whole 
of the Gravenstafel Badge in the strong hands of the 
New Zealanders, with the high ruin of Pasohendaale 
Church right ahead of them as the final goal of the 
Army. 

These New Zealanders formed the left unit of 
Godlcy’s Second Anzac Corps, the right unit of 
which was the Third Australian Diviaon. Thus 
October 4 was a most notable day in the young, but 
glorious, military annals of the Antipodean Britons, 
for, with the First Anzac Corps fighting upon the right, 
the whole phalanx made up a splendid assemblage of 
manhood, whether judged by its quality or its quantity. 

Some 40,000 infantry drawn from the islands of the 
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Cbai'idb pacific fiontcd the German and advanced the British, 
line upon October 4. Of the Third Australians it can 
ojiiy 1)6 said that they showed themselves to he as 

Yprt^ good as their comrades upon cither flank, and that 

Nov * 0 ° attained the full objective which, had been 

marked as then day’s work. By 1.15 the final 
positions had been occupied and held. 

Gravenstafel represents one end of a low eminence 
which stretches for some distance. The First and 
Second Australian Divisions, attacking upon the 
immediate right of the Second Anzac Corps, fought 
their way step by step up the slope alongside of them 
and established themselves along a wide stretch of 
the crest, occupying the hamlet of Broodscinde. 
This advance took them across the road which leads 
from Bacelaer to Paschendaale, and it did not cease 
until they had made good their grip by throwing out 
posts upon the far side of the crest. The fighting was 
in places very sharp, and the Germans stood to it like 
men. The official record says: “ A small party worild 
not surrender. It consisted entirely of officers and 
N.C.O.’s with one medical private. Finally grenades 
drove them out to the surface, when the Captain was 
bayoneted and the rest killed, wounded, or captured. 
One machine-gunner was bayoneted with his finger 
still pressing his trigger.” Against snch determined 
fighters and on such ground it was indeed a.glory to 
have advanced2000 yards and taken as many prisoners. 
In one of the captured Mebus a wounded British 
officer was found who had been there for three days. 
His captors had treated him with humanity, and ho 
was released by the Australians, none the worse for his 
adventure. There is no doubt that in all this portion 
of the line the Germans were themselves in the vety 
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CnAT?TBB act ol advanciiig for an. assault wlicu the storm broke 
loose, and the British lines trampled down and passed 

The third ovei’ the stoim troops as they made for their allotted 

Battle of 1 . . ^ '' 

Yiirei. objectives. 

oet. 1 to On the immediate right ol the Australians was 

Nov, 10, ® 

Morland’s Tenth Corps, with the Seventh, Twenty- 
first, and Fifth Divisions in the battle line. The 
Seventh Division had stormed their way past a 
number of strongholds up the incline and had topped 
the ridge, seizing the hamlet of Noordhemhoek upon 
the other side of it. This entirely successful advance, 
which maintained the highest traditions of this groat 
division, was carried out by the Devons, Borderers, and 
Gordons of the 20th Brigade upon the left, and by the 
South Staffords and West Surreys of the 91st Brigade 
upon the right. The full objectives wore reached, but 
it was found towards evening that the fierce counter¬ 
attacks to the south had contracted the British line 
in that c^uarter, so that the right flank of the 91sL 
Brigade was in the air. Instead of falling back the 
brigade threw out a defensive line, but none the 
less the salient was so taarked that it was clear 
that it could not be permanent, and that there 
must either be a retirement or that some future 
operation would be needed to bring up the division on 
the right. 

To the right of Noordhemhoek the Twenty-first 
Division had cleared the difficult enclosed country to 
the east of Polygon Wood, and had occupied the 
village of Eeutel, hut encountered such resolute 
opposition and siich fierce counter-attacks that both 
the advancing brigades, the 62nd and the 64th, 
wound up the day to the westward of their full 
objectives, which had the effect already described 
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upon tlie rigkt wing of the Seventh Division. Both Chapter 
front brigades had lost heavily, and they were relieved 
in the front line by the 110th Leicester Eriffade of 

Battle <if 

tlieu’ ovm divisiozi. During the severe ngntmg of tJie vpies. 
day the losses in the first advance, which gained its full 
objectives, fell chiefly upon the 9th Yorkshire Light 
Infantry. In the second phase of the fight, which 
brought them into Reutel, the battalions engaged 
were the 8th East Yorks and 12th Northumberland 
Fusiliers, which had to meet a strong resistance in 
diflicult country, and were hard put to it to hold their 
own. The German counter-attacks stormed all day 
against the left of the line at this point around Reutel, 
making the flanks of the Fiftii and Seventh Divisions 
more and more difficult, as the defendei-B between 
them were compelled to draw in their positions. A 
strong push by the Germans in the late afternoon got 
possession of Judge Copse, Reutel, and Polderhoek 
Chhtcau. Tho two former places were recovered in 
a subsequent operation. 

On the flaidc of the main attack the old Fifth 
Division, going as strongly as ever after its clear 
three years of munterrupted service, fought its way 
against heavy opposition up Polderhoek Ch&teau. 

The Germans were massed thickly in this quarter and 
the fighting was very severe. The advance was 
carried out by those warlike twins, the comrades of 
many battles, the lat "West Kents and 2nd Scots 
Borderers upon the right, while the Ist Devons and 
1st Coinwalls of the 95bh Brigade were on the left, 
the latter coinciding with the edge of Polygon Wood 
and the former resting upon the Menin Road. The 
13th actually occupied Polderhoek Chfl.teau, but lost 
it again. The 96th was much incommoded by finding 
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CHAi-j'mj that the Reutelbeek was now an impassable swamp, 
but they swarmed round it and captui'ed their 
0 ? oI>jectives, while its left got beyond Eeutel, and had 

Ypi 0 s. to throw back a defensive flank on its left, and with- 

Noy lo" draw its front to the west of the village. The chief 
counter-attacks of the day were on the front of the 
Fifth and Twenty-first Divisions, and they were both 
numerous and violent, seven in succession coming in 
front of Polderhoek Chateau and Reutel. This fierce 
resistance restricted the advance of Morland’s Tenth 
Corps and limited their gains, but enabled them to 
wear out more of the enemy than any of the divisions 
to the north. 

Upon the flank of the attack, the advance of 
the Thirty-seventh Division had been a limited one, 
and had not been attended with complete success, 
as two of the Gorman strongholds—Beny Cottages 
and Lewis House—still held out and spread a zone 
of destruction round them. The 8th Somersets, 
8th Lincolns, and a Middlesex battalion of the 
63rd Brigade all sufiered heavily upon this flank. 
On the northern wing the 13th Rifles, 13th Rifle 
Brigade, and Royal Fusiliers of the 111th Brigade 
drove straight ahead, and keeping well up to the 
barrage were led safely by that stern guide to their 
ultimate positions, into which they settled with a 
comparative immunity from loss, but the battalions 
were already greatly exhausted by long service and 
scanty drafts, so that the 13th Rifles emerged from the 
fight with a total strength of little over a hundred. 
It must be admitted that all these successive fights at 
the south of the Menin Road vindicated the new 
German systems of defence and caused exceedingly 
heavy losses which were only repaid by scanty 



THE THIED BATTLE OF YPKES 211 

and unimportant gains of desolate, shell-ploughed cdattm 
land. 

The total result of this Broodseinde action was tiw tiiiui 
a victory gained under conditions of position and VprM.°' 
weather which made it a most notable accomplish- ■* i'’ 
mont. Apart from the very important gain of ground, 
which took the Army a long way towards its final 
objective, the Paschendaale Eidge, no less than 138 
officers and 5200 men were taken as prisoners. The 
reason for this considerable increase in captures, as 
compared to recent similar advances, seems to have 
been that the Germans had themselves contemplated a 
strong attack upon the British line, especially the right 
sector, so that no less than five of their divisions had 
been brought well up to the front line at the moment 
when the storm burst. According to the account ol 
prisoners, only ten minutes intervened between the 
zero times allotted for the two attacks. The result 
was not only the increase in prisoners, but also a very 
high mortality among the Germans, who met the full 
force of the barrage as well as the bayonets of the 
infantry. In spite of the heavy punishment already 
received, the Germans 'made several strong counter¬ 
attacks in the evening, chiefly, as stated, against the 
lines of the Fifth and Twenty-first Divisions north of 
the Mcnin Road, but with limited results. An attack 
upon the Hew Zealanders north of the Ypres—^Roulei-s 
railway had even less success. Victorious, and yet 
in the last extremity of human misery and discomfort, 
the troops held firmly to their advanced lino amid the 
continued pelting of the relentless rain. 

The bravery and the losses of the British artillery 
were among the outstanding incidents of this and 
subsequent fighting. It was not possible on that 
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CuArrHB. water-aoddeu soil to pusli forward tlie great guns. 

Therefore it became necessary to make tlio very most 
itattie'rf smaller ones, and for this object the 18-pounder 

Yprta, batteries were galloped up all along the line and then 
Oct. 4 to unhmbered and went into action in the open within 

Nov. 10. , , , ^ , 

a mile of the enemy. By this 8j)iiited action the 
infantry secured a barrage which could not otherwise 
have been accurately laid down. It should be 
emphasised that in this and other advances the 
numbers of the German were very little inferior to 
those of the British, which makes the success of the 
attacks the more surprising. Thus, in this instance, 
Plumer had eight divisions in line in the southern area 
of the battle, while opposed to him he had the tenth 
Ersatz, Twentieth Division, Fourth Guards, part of 
Forty-Jifth, part of Sixteenth, the Nineteenth Reserve, 
and the Eighth Division. 

In Sir Douglas Haig’s long and yet concise de¬ 
spatch, which will always serve the historian as the 
one firm causeway across a quagmire of possibilifaies 
and suppositions, we are told franldy the considera¬ 
tions which weighed mth the British Higher Command 
in not bringing the Flanders Campaign to an end for 
the year with the capture of the Gravenstafel- 
Broodscinde Ridge. The season was advanced, the 
troops were tired, the weather was vile, and, worst of 
all, the ground was hardly passable. AU these wore 
weighty reasons why the campaign should cease now 
that a good defensible position had been secured. 
There were however some excellent reasons to the 
contrary. The operations had been successful, but 
they had not attained full success, and the position, 
especially in the north, was by no means favourable 
for the passing of the winter, since the low-lying ground 
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at PoelcapeUe and. around it was exposed to lire both cnAiMn 
Irom the Paschendaale Ridge and from the great 
forest upon the left flank and rear. If our troops Tho tbini 
were weary, there was good evidence that the Germans Tpres. 
were not less so ; and their minds and morale could ““ 
not bo unalleoted by the fact that every British 
attack had been attended by loss of ground and of 
prisoners. Then again, it was known that the French 
meditated a fresh attack in the Malmaison quarter, 
and good team play called for a sustained effort upon 
the left wing to help the success of the right centre. 

Again, the rainfall had already been abnormally high, 
so that on a balance of averages there was reason to 
hope for better weather, though at the best it could 
hardly be hoped that the watery October sunshine 
would ever dry the fearsome bogs which lay between 
the armies. Of two courses it has always been Sir 
Douglas Haig’s custom to choose the more spirited, 
as his whole career would show, and therefore his 
decision was now given for the continuance of the 
advance. In the result the weather failed him badly, 
and liis losses were heavy, aud yet the verdict of 
posterity may say that he was right. Looking hack 
with the wisdom that comes after the event, one 
can dearly see that had the whole operation stopped 
when the rains fell after the first day, it would 
have been the wisest course, hut when once such a 
movement is well under way it is difi&cult to 
compromise. 

Since the line had already been established upon 
high ground to the south, it was evidently in the north 
that the new effort must be made, as the front of 
advance was contracted to six miles from the extreme 
left wing, where the French were still posted, to a 
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point east of Zomicbeke. The wind was high, the 
rain intermittent, and the night cloudy and dark; 
but in spite of all these hindrances the storming troops 
were by some miracle of disciplined organisation ready 
in their assembly trenches, and the advance went 
forward at 5.20 on the morning of October 9. 

Upon the left an extremely successful advance was 
carried out by the Erenoh and by the Guards. Of our 
gallant Allies it need only be said that on this day as 
on aU others they carried out to the full what was 
given them to do, and establiahed their advanced 
posts a mile ox so to the eastward on the skirts of 
Houthulst Forest, taking St. Janshoek and pushing 
on, up to their waists sometimes in water, to the 
swamps of Corverbeck. 

Cavan’s Corps consisted of the Guards upon tho 
left, the Twenty-ninth in the centre, and the Fourth 
Di-vision upon ^e right. The advance of the Guards 
was as usual a magnificent one, and the 1st Brigade 
upon the right, the 2nd on the left, pushed forward 
the line on their sector for more than a mile, beginning 
by the difficult fording of the deep flooded Brombeek 
and then taking in their stride a number of farm¬ 
houses and strong points, as well as the -villages of 
Koekuit and Veldhoek—^the second hamlet of that 
name which had the di-fortune to figure upon the 
wax-map. Four hundred prisoners were left in their 
hands, mostly of the 417th Regiment, who had only 
taken over the line at four that morning. The 2nd 
Brigade of Guards worked all day in close touch with 
the French, amid the dangerous swamps in the north, 
while the 1st Brigade kept their alignment with the 
4th Worcesters, who formed the left unit of tho 88th 
Brigade upon theit right. Even under the awful 
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couclitions of ground and weat]ier tlie work of tke 
Guards was as clean and precise as ever. 

The ground in fi’ont of the Guards was sown very 
thickly with the German concrete forts, hut it was the 
general opinion of experienced soldiers that, formidable 
as were these defences, they were less so than the old 
trench systems, which in some cases could not be 
passed by any wit or valour of man. At this stage of 
its development the Mebus could usually be overcome 
by good infantry, for if its loopholes were kept 
buzzing with the rifle bullets of the stormers, and if 
under cover of such fire other parties crawled round and 
girt it in, its garrison had little chance. The infantry 
attained considerable proficiency in these operations, 
and “ to do in a pill-box ” became one of the recognised 
exercises of minor tactics. The losses of the Guards 
in this brilliant affair were not very heavy, though 
towards the latter stage the Ist Irish upon the right 
got ahead of the Newfoundlandei s and were exposed 
to a severe flank fire in the neighbourhood of Egypt 
House. The 1st Goldstreama upon the extreme left 
flank were also held up by a strong point near Louvois 
Farm. It was eventually taken with its forty inmates. 
The gallant German officer absolutely refused to 
surrender, and it was necessary to bayonet him. 
Altogether'the two brigades lost 53 officers and 1300 
men. In connection with their advance and with the 
subsequent operations it should bo mentioned that 
the Guards artillery was worthy of the iirlantry, and 
that the way they followed up in order to givo pro¬ 
tective barrages, slithering anywhere over the wet 
ground so long as they could only keep within good 
slating distance of the counter-attacks, was a fine bit 
of work. The pioneer battalion, the 4th Coldstreams, 
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ODArtER and the three K.E. Coinpanios, 55,75, and 76, put in a 
gi’eat deal of thankless and unostentatious work in the 
elaborate and difficult preparations for the advance. 

y-i'iie*'' The Twenty-ninth Division upon the right of 

O'* the Guards bad the 88th Brigade in front, with 
the Newfoundlanders behind the Worcesters on the 
left flank. Their task was to push along the Langc- 
marck—Staden railway and reach the lore&t. They 
carried the line forward to Cinq Ghemins Earm, where 
they established their new line. The Ist Essez and 
2nd Hants were also heavily engaged, and all four 
battalions lived up to their high reputation. 

To the right of the Twenty-ninth was the 12th 
Brigade of the Fourth Division, who had taken 
over the front line from their comrades in that 
fearsome wilderness already described. The line of 
advance was along the Ypres—Staden railway, and 
the front was kept level with that of the Guards. 
Eeinforced by the 1st Eifle Brigade, the advance 
went swiftly forward over dreadful ground until it 
reached its limits at Landing Farm, about half a 
mile north-east of PoeloapeHe. 

Maxse’s Corps upon the right still consisted of the 
Eleventh and Forty-eighth Divisions. The Eleventh 
Division had already captured the half of the long 
village of Poelcapelle, and now after some very hard 
fighting the second half up to the Eastern skirts fell 
into the hands of the 32nd Brigade. As they ad¬ 
vanced, the Forty-sixth Midland men kept pace with 
them upon the right. These troops had the very 
worst of the low-lying ground, though they had the 
advantage of being in position and not having to 
assemble in the dark and rain, as was the fate of 
the more southern troops. The gallant Yorkshire 
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battalions of the 33nd Brigade made several attempts Ckaptbb 
to carry the strong point at the Brewery, east ol the 
village, and the Midlanders had the same difficulties 

° 1 • , 11 1 1 11 -n -1 Bjaieot 

at a machine-gun centre called Adler Farm and Yprci. 
Burn’s House. These two points, both still imtaken, 
marked the farthest limits of the advance in either 
case, and in the evening the gi-ound gained was con¬ 
tracted not so much on account of German action 
as because it was impossible to get supplies up to the 
extreme line under the observation from the ridge. 

Upon the right of Maxse’s Corps and forming 
the left of the Second Auzac Corps was another Terri¬ 
torial Division, the Forty-ninth, drawn from the 
County of Broad Acres. This division, although it 
has seldom appeared up to now in the central lime¬ 
light of battle, had done a great amount of solid work 
near the Ancre during the Somme battle, and on other 
occasions. All that wiU be said about the difficulties 
of the Sixty-sixth Division apply also to the Forty- 
ninth, and it may be added that in the case of both 
units the barrage was too fast, so that it was im¬ 
possible for the infantry to keep up with it. Hone 
the less, they struggled forward with splendid courage, 
and if they did not win their utmost objective, at 
least they gained a broad belt of new ground. A 
limit was put to their advance by Bellevue, a strong¬ 
hold on one of the spurs under Paschendaale, which 
was so tough a nut to crack that the weary fighting 
line was brought at last to a halt. The Sixteenth 
Rhineland Division, who held this part of the line, 
won the respect of their adversaries by their tenacity. 

The West Yorkshires of the 140th Brigade and the 
York and Lancasters and Yorkshire Light Infantry 
of thi» 1 i^Stb bore the brunt of the battle. 
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Chaptbb On the immediate right of bhe Yorkshire men was 
the Sixty-sizth Division, a second-line unit of East 
nottie*of ^®'^®^shire Territorials only recently arrived upon 
Ypios. the seat of war, and destined, like many other 
Not 10 ^ arrivals, to do conspicuously good work on 

their first venture. The General who commanded 
the Division would be the first to admit his 
obligations to the oflScers who had sent over these 
battalions in so battle-worthy a condition. Indeed 
the country owes more than it ever knows to 
these retired officers, veterans of the Old Imperial 
wars, who, far from the honours and excite¬ 
ments of the line, devoted their time and strength 
to the training of the raw material at home. 
They lead no charges and capture no villages, and 
their names arc read in few gazettes : and yet it is 
their solid work, based upon their own great ex¬ 
perience, which has really led many a charge to 
victory and proved the downfall of many a village. 
“ If there be a procession through London, the 
‘ dug-outs ’ should lead the van,” said a soldier who 
had that broader vision which sees both the cause 
and the efiect. 

In the case of all these divisions the conditions 
before the attack were almost inconceivable. For 
four days and nights the men were in shell-holes 
without shelter from the rain and the biting cold 
winds, and without protection from the German fire. 
At 6 P.M. on the evening of October 13 the Sixty-sixth 
and also the Forty-ninth fell in to move up the line 
and make the attack at dawn. So dark was the night 
and so heavy the rain that it took them eleven hours 
of groping and wading to reach the tapes which 
marked the lines of assembly. Then, worn out with 
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fatigue, wet to the skin, terribly cold, hungiy, and 
with weapons which were often choked with mud, 
they went with hardly a pause into the open to lace 
infantry who were supposed to be second to none in 
Europe, with every form of delence to help them 
which their capable sappers could devise. And yet 
these men of Yorkshire and Lancashire drove the 
Prussians before them and attained the full limit 
which had been given them to win. 

The Sixty-sixth Division advanced with the 
197th Brigade on the right of the Ypres—Roulers 
railway. It consisted entirely of battalions of the 
Lancashire Fusiliers, a regiment which from Minden 
onwards has been in the van of England’s battles. 
Upon their left was the 198th Brigade, consist¬ 
ing half of East Lancs and half of Manchester 
battalions. So covered with mud were the troops 
after their long night march that the enemy may 
well have wondered whether oiu- native soldiers were 
not once more in the line. Savagely they stuck to 
their task with that dour spirit which adverse con¬ 
ditions bring out in our soldiers; every obstacle went 
down before them; they reached their utmost limit, 
and then, half buried in the mud and stiff with cold, 
their blue and cramped fingers still held steady to 
their triggers and blew back every counter-attack 
which the Germans could launch. It was a fine 
performance, and the conditions of the’attack cannot 
be defined better than by the following extract from 
the account of an officer engaged: “ After advancing 
thrmig h the mud for a fuxtiter three hours, I halted 
the Company in shell-holes to enable me to discover 
our exact whereabouts; this was a bad mistake, 
because when I found the direction we had lO go in 
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chapthu I coulcl Qot awake the poor fellows, who had fallen 
asleep as soon as they had sat down. I had to slave- 
drive, and somehow got them a little farther forward 

Yiir<'t° before getting blown up myself.” It should be added 

ooL 4 to tjiat at a later date some Australians who got up 
close to Paschendaale reported that they found “ not 
far from the village some of the dead of the second- 
line Lancashire Territorials, who had fought beside us 
in an earlier battle.” 

Upon the south of the Second Anzac Corps were 
the Australian divisions, who carried forward the 
movement they had so splendidly initiated. The 
advance set before them on this day was not a deep 
one, but such as it was it was carried 600 yards over 
the ground north of Broodseinde. Owing to the 
difficult lie of the ground, the attacking troops were 
particularly exposed to machine-gun fire, especially 
at the cutting of the Eoulers’ railway which at 
this point comes through the low ridge. The result 
was a considerable loss of men. The Australians had 
been a week in the line without rest in continual 
fighting, and they were very weary, but still full of 
dash and Zeal and sympathy for others. “ We met 
one British officer,” says Mr. Bean, " stumbling back 
with both his puttees long since lost in the mud. 
* Bitterly disappointed we were late,’ he said, 
‘Hard luck, too, upon the Australians,’ One 
thought to oneself when one beard of the conditions, 
that it was only due to their undiluted heroism that 
they ever got there at all.” It was the Second 
Australian Division which was chiefly engaged in this 
difficult battle, and it was they who carried Daisy 
Wood, the chief obstacle in that area. The JFirst 
Australian Division were hardly included in the 
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original scheme, being too far to the right; but being cnAriBn 
unable to witness a fight without joining in it they 
advanced upon Cdiio-Wood, passed through it, and ^tuoot' 
had some 'excellent fighting with a strong German Vpres. 
trench upon the lurther side of it. The operation 
was a raid rather than an advance, but it was very 
useful, none the less, as a distraction to the Germans. 

On the extreme soutli of the line Eeutel, which 
had been left in German hands upon October 4, was 
now carried by storm in a very brilliant operation 
which removed the salient of the Seventh Division 
to which allusion has already been made. This 
advance was carried out by two battalions, the 2nd 
Warwicks upon the left and the 2nd Honourable 
Artillery Company upon the right, The former took, 
after hard fighting, the outlying woods and trenches 
to the north of the village, but the Londoners achieved 
the more difficult task of carrying the village itself. 

It was a desperate enterprise, carried out under 
heavy fire, which was so deadly that when the de¬ 
pleted ranks reached their further objective not an 
officer was left standing. The high quality of the 
rank and file is shown in the prompt way in which 
they took the necessary steps upon their own initiative, 
by which 'the new line should be held. As to their 
losses, they can he best indicated by the dry official 
comment: “ The remnants of A, C and D Companies 
were withdrawn to Jolting Trench and organised 
into two platoons under Sergeant Jenkinson.” The 
Colonel might well be proud of his men, and London 
of her sons. 

The extreme right of the British attacking line 
upon October 9 was formed by the 15th Brigade 
of the Fifth Division. Once again they got into the 
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Polderlioek CMteau, and once again tliey had to 
retire from it and resume the position in front ol it. 
There have been few single points in the War which 
have been the object of such fierce and fluctuating 
strife. 

The net eflect of this battle in the mud was to 
fling the whole line forward, the advance being much 
more shallow in the south than in the north. The 
lin e had rolled down from the Broodseinde Ridge, 
crossed the shnilow valley, and now ostablislied itself 
upon the slope of Paschendaale. Two thousand one 
hundred prisoners had been taken in this advance. 
It was clear, however, that matters could not remain 
so, and that, be the weather wha L it might (and worse 
it could not be !) Sir Douglas was bound bo plant his 
men upon the higher ground of Paschendaale before 
he called his halt for the winter. 

Upon October 12, under conditions which tended 
to grow worse rather than better, Sir Douglas Haig 
made a fresh attempt to get forward. As tlie 
Paschendaale Height became more clearly the final 
objective, the attack narrowed at the base, so that 
instead of extending from the Meidn Road in the 
south, it was now flanlred by the Ypres—Roulers 
railway, and so had a front of not more than five 
miles. The new attack was carried out largely by 
the same troops as before in the north, save that the 
51st Brigade of the Seventeenth Division was pushed 
in between the Guards upon bhe left and the 12fch 
Brigade of the Fourth Division upon the right. 
Advancing along the line of the Ypres—Sladen railway, 
the Srd Brigade of Guards and their comrades of the 
Fourteenth Corps got forward to their limited ob¬ 
jectives, where they sank once more into the sea of 
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mud tlirougli which, they had waded. On both sides Chapteh 
the maldng of trenches had entirely ceased, as it had 
been found that a lew shell-holes united by a small 

• m , Battli) of 

cutting were sumoient for every purpose as long as Ypte?. 
the head of the soldier could be kept out of the water. 

So useful were these holes as shelters and rifle-pits 
that it became a question with the British artillery 
whether they should not confine their fire entirely 
to shrapnel, rather than run the risk of digging a line 
of entrenchments for the enemy. 

In this advance the 61st Brigade did remark¬ 
ably well, advancing 1200 yards and securing two 
objectives. It is amongst the curiosities of the 
campaign that Major Peddie of the 7th Lincolns, with 
another officer and four men, took 148 pidsoncrs from 
a farm—a feat for which he received the D.S.O. 

On Maxse’s front the Eighteenth and Ninth 
Divisions had taken over the front line. The 
Eighteenth made some progress, but the Ninth, of 
which it can truly be said that they never leave a 
front as they found it, took the village of Wallemolen, 
making a good advance. 

The New Zealanders were on the right of the Ninth 
Division, covering a front of 1600 yards from Adler 
House on the left to the Eavebeek upon the right, 
where they joined the Australian Division. They 
were faced partly by uncut wire in the Bellevue 
position and partly by marsh. The conditions for 
the Australians upon their right were no better. The 
matter was made worse by the impossibility of getting 
the heavier guns forward, while the light ones slid 
their trails about in the mud after every discharge in 
a manner which made accurate shooting well-nigh 
impossible. The losses were heavy in the attack, 
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CitArTBR two Colonels of New Zealand battalions being among 
the dead. Tbe New Zealand Eifle Brigade were 
Bdtk of' pai’ticularly bard bit. It was found that progress was 
ypro3 impossible under such conditions, and tbe attack was 
oot. d to called off. So far as tbe Germans went, 1000 more 

Nov 10 i-iTT *1 i> 

were added to tbe occupants of tbe cages—so far as 
tbe mud and weather went, they gained a clear victory- 
over tbe Britisb Army, for the losses were bea-vy, and 
there was very little gain of ground in exchange. 

Upon October 22, the ground having dried a little, 
there was some movement at the northern end of tbe 
line, the position being improved and 200 prisoners 
taken. Tbe two operations which effected these 
results wore carried out in the north by Pranks’ 
Thirty-fifth Division co-operating with the Drench, 
and in tbe Poelcapelle region by the 63rd Brigade of 
the Eighteenth Division, which carried the point 
kno-svn as Meunier Hill, the Essex, Suffolks, and 
Norfolka of this splendid unit covering themselves 
once more -with glory. The Thirty-fourth Division, 
which had taken the place of the Pourth upon the 
right of Cavan’s corps, also moved forward in corre¬ 
spondence with the flanking units, the Northumber¬ 
land Fusiliers of tbe 103rd Brigade keeping touch 
with the 8th Norfollas of the 63rd. 

Some hard fighting was associated with the attack 
of the Thirty-fifth Division in the north. It may 
be remarked that the Bantam idea had not proved 
to be a successful one. It had been abandoned, 
and the Thirty-fifth was now undistinguishable 
from any division either in its physique or in its 
spirit. Upon this occasion both the 106th Brigade 
upon the left and the 104th upon the right 
. fought with magnificent courage. The advance of 
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the former Brigade was particularly fine in tlic region 
of Panama House. Tlie 14t]i Glosters and ICth 
Clieshires attained tkeir fullest objective, and thougli 
the latter were finally bent back by the strong German 
attacks in the afternoon, the Glosters’ fighting line, 
reinforced by some of the 16th Sherwood Foresters, 
held fast under the most desperate circumstances. 
Their Colonel might well be proud of the fact that 
in an attack carried out by one French and two 
British divisions his battalion of Glosters was the 
only one which remained rooted and unshaken 
upon the ultimate line. The Lancashire Fusiliers 
shone greatly also in the attack, though they were 
unable to maintain their most advanced positions. 
The German sheU-fiie, and especially the German 
snipers from the wood on the left, and from a covered 
road, were the cause of heavy losses, but the troops 
wore in excellent fettle, and the 104th Brigade actually 
executed a little raid on its own during the night, 
bringing back a machine-gun and five more prisoners. 

On October 26, the rain still pouring down as 
heavily as ever, and the earth about as liquid as the 
heavens, the advance was once again renewed upon 
a narrow front which was mostly on the slope of the 
hill and therefore ofiered some foothold for the 
struggling infantry. Paschendaale was but a few 
hundreds of yards away, and it was imperative that 
it should be held before the season ended. Haig’s 
troops were weary, and several fresh divisions which 
he could have called upon were already earmarked 
for the surprise attack which he was planniug in the 
south. It was imperative, however, to have some 
fresh thrusting force which could be trusted to break 
down the remaining obstacles and not only seize the 
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CHii’TEH dominant village, but bold it after seizure. For this 
object tbe dose Canadian beleagueiment of Lens, 
wMcb •was to bave ended in an assault, was abandoned, 

Yiiiei. and tbe Canadian Corps was brought round to tbe 

Nov ^ 10 ° front, talcing tbe place of the Anzac Corps. 

In the ne'w advance it occupied, therefore, the 
central position of the line. 

There had been several divisional changes in the 
north. The front of General Cavan’s line consisted 
now of the Fiftieth Division nest the French, the 
Thirty-fifth Division, and the Fifty-seventh Division. 
Masse’s battle line was the Fifty-eighth London 
Division and the Sixty-third Naval. In spite of every 
possible disadvantage, fresh ground was gained by 
these units, and Varlet Farm, Bray Farm, and Banfi 
House were added to the British area. 

The conditions of these low-lying valleys to the 
north, which had long been difficult, had now become 
really impossible, and this was the last attempt to 
advance in the Houlthulst Forest area. It takes 
personal and detailed narrative to enable the reader 
bo realise the situation, which the troops had to 
face. An officer of the 170th Brigade, a Lancashire 
unit which displayed great valour and lost half its 
numbers upon this date, writes: “ I have never seen 
such a sight as that country was in the valley of the 
Broombeek and Watcrvlietbeek just south of Hou- 
thulst Forest. Nothing on earth but the wonderful 
courage of the Lancashire lads enabled them to get so 
far as they did. We went over -with our rifles and 
Lewis guns bound up with flannel so as to keep the 
mud out, and with special cleaning apparatus in our 
pockets, but you can’t clean a rifle when your own 
hands are covered an inch thick 1 We killed a great 



THE THIRD BATTLE OE YPRES 227 

number—one of the Sergeants in the ‘ Loyals ’ laid CnAPTCB 
out 13 with his bayonet; altogether we actually 
killed oyer 600 mth the bayonet; but, as I say, the 
ground was too heavy to allow us to out-manoeuvre vprei 
the pill-boxes, and though we took three or four, the 
rest did us in. In one box we got 38 Boche, killed 
them all with a Lewis gun through the porthole.” 

After that day no more advance was tried in the low- 
lying valleys named. The impossibility was seen. 

The CanadiaJr Corps went forward with one 
brigade of the Fourth Division upon the right 
and two brigades of the Third Division upon the 
left. A brigade of the First Australian Division 
supported their left upon the Ypres—Roulexs 
railway, and the Sixty-third hTaval Division con¬ 
tinued the attack. Each of these units gained 
ground under the most desperate conditions. The 
Australians captured Decline Wood, so securing the 
flank of the attack. The Canadians pushed forward 
on each side of the Revebeek, one of the innumerable 
streams which meander through this country. The 
Third Canadian Division advanced finely, but their 
right-hand brigade was held up by the machine-gun 
lire from Bellevue Spur, which had wrought such 
damage in the former attack, and was compelled to 
fall back upon its original line. The Canadians 
rallied for a second spring, and in the afternoon by a 
splendid cllort, when all their Northern grit and 
energy were needed, tlicy flooded over the obstacle 
and lined np with their oomracles. They wore now 
right astride of the main ridge and close up to the 
edge of the village, To the north, the Sixty-third 
Naval Division, which formed the right unit of 
Maxse’s Corps, pushed forward to the line of the 
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ciiiPTm Paddebeek, while tbe Londoners of the Eifty-eighth 
Division kept their place upon the loft. The German 

Bilnic'of fi'itillery had greatly increased in strength, thanks fco 

Ypru the Russian collapse, and every fiesh idiocy of Petro- 
gi'ad was transmuted into showers of steel and iron in 
the plains of Flanders. Their infantry also became 
more aggressive with this stronger support, and two 
heavy comiteis broke upon the Canadians in the after¬ 
noon of October 26. In spite of every obstacle, it 
was an important day in this section of the line for 
Pasoheiidaale was almost reached, and the Germans 
must have viewed with despair the ever-advancing 
line, which neither they nor Nature had been able to 
atop. 

In tbe south the opexaiiouB (luring the day were 
not so successful, and the subsidiary aims were not 
attained. In the morning, the Fifth Division attacked 
and once again captured the Wood and Chateau of 
Poldorhoek. The Ist West Kents and 13th Warwicks 
of the 13th. Brigade carried out this dashing and 
arduous operation, and. took some 200 men, who 
formed the garrison. The Seventh Division mean¬ 
while had advanced upon Ghelnvelt, the 2nd West 
Surrey, 1st South Staffords and Manchester’s of the 
91st Brigade advancing to the south of the Menin 
Road in order to guard the flank of their oomrades 
who followed the line of the road which would load 
them to this famous village. The flanking brigade 
was held up, however, at the old stumbling-hlock 
near Lewis House and Berry Coils, where the German 
, fire was very deadly. This failure enabled the 
enemy to bring a very heavy cross-fire upon the 
2nd Borderers and 2nd Gordons of the 20th Brigade, 
forming the column of attack. In spite of this fire, 
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the stormers forced their way into Gheluvelt, but Chakeb 
found themselves involved in very hard fighting, 
while their guns were choked with mud, and useless 

M ^ ^ TT 1 -I • BlttlcOt 

save as pikes or clubs. Under these circumstances 
they were forced back to their own line. Encouraged 
by this success, the Germans then advanced in very 
heavy masses and attacked the new positions of 
the Fifth Division with such fury that they also had 
to loose their grip of the precious twice-conquered 
Chateau and fall back on the line whence they started. 

It cannot be denied, therefore, that though tho 
British gained ground in the north upon October 20, 
they sustained nothing but losses .after their great 
exertions in the south upon that date. The two 
outstanding features of the fighting seem to have been 
the extreme difficulty of keeping the weapons in a 
serviceable condition, a factor which naturally told 
in favour of the stationary defence, and also the 
innocuousness of percussion shells, since in such a 
swamp they bury themselves so deeply that their 
explosion does little harm. Some 600 prisoners were 
made in the southern area, but many more in the 
north. 

Upon October 30, in cold and windy weather, the 
attack was renewed upon a comparatively narrow 
front, with the First Australian Division upon the 
extreme right, then the Fourth Canadians, then the 
Third Canadians, and finaUy the Sixty-third Division 
upon the left. The Canadians advancing along the 
ridge towards the doomed village were faced by a 
terrific concentration of Gorman guns upon that 
limited space and by strong infantry attaclcs, none of 
which turned them from their purpose. Tho direc¬ 
tion of the. ■V 7 “B iroTn we t "od soiith-weBt. 
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(JnAi'tisa The Eourth Canadians soon had all their objectives 
and held them firmly, talring Crest Farm on the edge 

r’lTu'""' village. The Third Canadians had heavy 

resistance to overcome, but captured the spur in 

Oct. 4 to front of them and joined up with their comrades at 
Graf. ThetSixty-thirdDivision-foimdit very difficult 
to get forward; however, and this held back the left 
wing of the Canadians. Five severe attacks were 
made upon the Canadians, but were all beaten ofi by 
their steady fire. In some oases, notably at Crest 
Farm, the machine-guns captured from the Germans 
were turned upon their late owners as they debouched 
from the village. There was considerable evidence 
of demoralisation among the German infantry upon 
this occasion whenever the British could get to grips 
with it, and some sections actually ran away at the 
outbreak of the fight, which is a very unusual occur¬ 
rence in so disciplined and brave an army. The 
latter part of the action was fought in driving rain, 
which hardly allowed vision of more than a couple of 
hundred yards. 

All these heroic exertions were consummated 
at six on the morning of November 6, when the 
Canadian infantry, advancing with heroic dash, flung 
themselves upon the village and carried the British 
line right through it, emerging upon the naked ridge 
beyond. The advance on the left was made by 
the Ist Brigade, while the 6th Brigade took the 
village. Many strong points lay just north of the 
hamlet, but each of thorn was rushed in turn. It was 
a splendid success, and wrought by splendid men. 
The chronicler cannot easily forget how by a wayside 
Kentish station he saw tire wounded from this attack 
lying silent and patient after their weary journey, 
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and how thoir motionless, clay-spattorcd figures, chaotcb 
their set, firm faces and their iindaimted eyes, gave 
him an impression of military efiiciency and viitiie 
such as none of the glitter and pride and pomp of war Ypias 
have ever conveyed. So fell Paschendaale, and so, 
save for some minor readjustments upon the Ridge, 
ended the great battle which can only be all included 
in the title “ The Third Battle of Ypres.” 

Several attempts were made to clear the whole of 
the iidge but the rain was still continuous, the ground 
a nightmare, and the fire of the German guns was con¬ 
centrated upon so limited a space that the advance 
was hardly possible. Jacob’s Second Corps had 
come back into the line, and one of its units, the 
First Division, came up upon November 9 on 
the left of the Canadians, and endeavoured in co¬ 
operation with them to extend the position. The 
Germans had cleverly removed their heavy guns to 
such a position .that -^ey could reach the ridge, while 
the British guns, immobile in the mud, could not 
attempt any counter-battery work. In this way a 
very intense fire, against which no reply could be 
made, was kept up on the ridge. On November 10 
the 2nd Canadian Brigade upon the right and the 
3rd British Brigade upon the left endeavoured 
to work forward; but the losses were heavy 
and the gains slight. The two leading British 
battalions, the Ist South Wales Borderers and the 
2nd Munsters, were the chief sufferers. It was 
clear that the seasou was too far advanced to attempt 
any useful work. On November 12 the Thirty- 
second Division relieved the First, and the hue was 
again slightly advanced; but no more could be done- 
and the troops settled down into the quagmire to 
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spend tie ■winter as best they migbL. The Eigbti 
Coips took o'vei the lines of the Canadians, who 
returned, after then splendid and arduous work, to 
their old sector at Lens. 

On the other sectors of the northern front there 
had been a lull while this last stage of the Pasehendaale 
ti ghtin g was in progress. It was broken only by a 
sharp, sudden attack by the Erfth Division upo-u its 
old enemy, the Poldershoek Chateau, upon November 
6. After some severe fighting the attack failed and 
the British line remained as before. 

Thus, after a continuance of three months, the 
long struggle came -to an end. Only the titanic 
Battle of the Somme had exceeded it in length and 
severity. The three great Battles of Ypres arc 
destined to become classical in British history, and 
it will he a nice question for the judgment of posterity 
which of the three was the most remarkable military 
perloxmance. Though the scene was the same, the 
drama was of a very different quality in each act, 
hut always equally intense. In the fkst, inferior 
numbers of British troops with a vastly infoiior 
aithlery held up the Qerman Army in its first rush 
for the coast, and, by -virtue of the high training and 
close cohesion of the old regulars, barred their path 
even at the cost of their own practical annihilation. 
In the second, a less homogeneous and less trained 
British force, still with a very inferior artillery, held 
back a German line which was formidable, less for 
its numbers than for the sudden use of new methods 
of warfare against which their opponents could neither 
guard nor reply. The line receded under the pressure, 
but tire way was still barred. In the third, the British 
advanced and steadily pushed back a German Army 
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wBch was probably inferior in nimibers—and certamly 
was so in gun power—but whicli Feld a series of pre¬ 
dominating positions stiflcned by every method which 
experience could suggest or ingenuity devise. Their 
resistance was helped by the most adverse weather 
conditions which could be conceived. The net result 
ol the fighting was not only the capture of the crest 
of the final ridge, but the taking of 24,000 prisoners 
and 72 guns. When one remembers that the G-ermans 
in the days of their ascendancy could not in the two 
battles of Ypres put together have taken more than 
6000 men, one can measure the comparative success of 
each army in this conflict of giants. It would be vain 
to pretend that we did not hope for a greater gain of 
ground in this great autumn movement, hut the reach 
of a General must of ten exceed Ms grasp, and here it was 
no small prize which still remained with the victor. 

One can only sum up the matter by quoting the 
measuied words of the Field-Marshal in Command; 
“ This offensive, maintained for three-and-a-half 
months under the most adverse conditions of weather, 
had entailed almost superhuman exertions on the 
part of the troops of aU arms and services. The 
enemy had done Ms utmost to hold his ground, and 
in his endeavours to do so hod used up no less than 
seventy-eight divisions, of which eighteen had been 
engaged a second or third time in the battle, after 
being withdrawn to rest and refit. Despite the 
magnitude of his efiorts, it was the immense natural 
di fficiJtios, accentuated manifold by the abnormally 
wet weather, rather than the enemy’s resistance, 
which limited our progress and prevented the complete 
capture of the ridge.” 

Whilst this Ions 3>nd arduous struggle had been 
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raging the chief events upon the other seats of war 
had been a fine French victory on the Aisne which 
yielded nearly 10,000 prisoners. This was upon 
September 23, but the rejoicings of the Allies were 
turned to sorrow by the news next day of the set 
back of the second Italian army at Caporetto, where 
the soldiers, demoralised by insidious propaganda, 
offered at the most critical sector hardly any resist¬ 
ance to the enemy who had been reinforced by some 
German divisions. The result was that the other 
Italian armies upon right and left were compelled to 
fall back and could find no standiag ground until they 
had crossed the Piave. Udine and the whole Friulian 
Plain were lost and all the results of so many heroic 
months were undone. It was one of the saddest 
tragedies of the war, though destined in the future 
to be most gloriously avenged. 



CHAPTER X 


THE BATTLE OB' CAMBRAI 

Eirst phase, November 20—^Taiiks e» massa —Attack on the Tuimol 
Trench—^Byng’s groat advance—Eino work of Brailhwaito’s Siity- 
seoond Division — Hard fighting of Balteney’a Third Oorpa — 
Exploit of Port Garry Horae—Second day of battle—^Hally of 
Geriiians—Capture of Buurlon Wood by Fortieth Division—^Attack 
by the Guards on La Fontaine. 

The year 1917 had begun with high hopes for the 
Allies since they had planned a common offensive 
which could hardly have failed to break the German 
resistance. Both France and England had honour¬ 
ably carried out their share in the common contract. 
It was the sudden and absolute break down ot Russia 
which caused the year to set in gloom rather than 
in glory. The phenomenon of that great fermenting 
•putrefying country was more like sonae-hugo cata¬ 
clysm of nature, some monstrous convulsion of the 
elements, than any ordinary political movement, so 
that anger and contempt were softened into pure 
amazement as the gradual dissolution of the vast 
organism took place from week to week before a 
wondering world. It was as though a robust man 
had suddenly softened into liquid putrescence before 
one’s eyes. But from a military standpoint it was 
a disaster of the first order for the Abies and checked 
their victorious career in the West, where the failing 
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Gernian line could always be buttressed up by ire&h 
guns and fresh divisions from the East. Now on the 
top of this misfortune another unforeseen and almost 
incredible occurrence placed them at a Ira-ther dis¬ 
advantage. The Italian arm}?" had done so sploudidly 
well and had won such unfailing ascendancy over 
the Austrians that their stabiUty seenred as firm ns 
the mountains amid which tiiey fouglit. ft seems, 
however, that insidious and treasonable propaganda 
of the familiar type had spread disaffection in tlie 
ranhs, and the Second Army, which held the very 
centre of the Gorizian line, collapsed suddenly. The 
result was a very great success for the Austrian and 
German forces, who pushed through the breach, and 
with little loss to themselves captured more than 
200,000 prisoners and nearly 2000 guns. Jt was a 
very severe blow for the Allies, and never was their 
fine spirit better shown than by the instant steps 
which they took to hold Italy up in the moment of 
her extreme need. By road and by rail reinforce¬ 
ments poured through the passes of the Alps and along 
the shores of the MediteiTanean. Whilst the flanking 
armies of the Italians fell back upon new lines French 
and British division.s were hastening forward to share 
their pressing danger. The Isonzo and the Taglia- 
mento had been in succession abandoned, for a severe 
flanking attack from the north threatened to break 
through the passes and debouch upon the Friulian 
Plan]. Finally the line of the Piave was reached 
which still covered ’Venice. Hero the steadier troops 
were halted. In the First Army upon the right there 
had been little disorganisation, and their retreat 
along the coast under constant pressure was a fine 
bit of work. Ten batteries of British heavies, were 



THE BATTLE OE CAMBKAI 


237 


among the artillery of tliia army, and every one of 
them was man-handled to the new positions. By 
mid-winter two Erench and two British Corps, veterans 
of many battles, were lined up on or near the Piave, 
waiting eagerly to try conclusions with these new 
adversaries. This detached British aj-my was com¬ 
manded by General Pliimer, with Generals Lord 
Cavan and Haking as his Corps commanders. The 
two Corps, the Thirteenth and Fourteenth, were made 
up of the Fifth, Seventh, Twenty-third, Forty-first, 
and Forty-eighth Divisions, grand units all. It was 
a sore loss to the battle-line of Flanders—a loss which 
in the case of two of them was but temporary. 

We shall now descend the line to the section which 
extends from Bidlecoiirt in the north to Villers- 
Ghislain in the south, opposite to the important town 
of Cambrai, some seven miles behind the Hindenburg 
Line. It was here that the Field-Marshal had deter¬ 
mined to strike his surprise blow, an enterprise which 
he has described in so lucid and detailed a despatch 
that the weary chronicler has the rare experience of 
finding history adequately recorded by the same 
braiir which planned it. The plan was a very daring 
one, for the spot attacked was barred by the fall 
unbroken strength of the Hindenburg main and 
support lines, a work so huge and solid that it seems 
to take ns back from these superficial days to the 
era of the Cyclopean builder or the founder of the 
great monuments of antiquity. These enormous 
excavations of prodigious length, depth, and finish 
are object lessons both of the strength of the Geimana, 
the skill of their engineers, and the mthlessncss -with 
whicli they exploited the slave and captive labour 
wi+h which so much of it was bnilt. Besides this 
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terrific barricade there was the further difficulty tliat 
the whole method of atf/ack was esperimental, and 
that to advance without artillery fire against such a 
position would appear to be a most desperate veutiue. 
On the other hand it was known that the GeTman line 
was thin and that their man-power had been attracted 
northwards by the long epic of the Paschendaalo 
attack. There was a well-founded belief that tlic 
tanks would prove equal to the task of breaking the 
front, and sufficient infantry had been assembled to 
take advantage of any opening which might be made. 
The prize, too, was worth a risk, for apart from the 
possibility of capturing the important centre of 
Cambraijthe possession of the high ground at Bourlon 
would be of great strategic value. The enterprise 
was placed in the hands of General Byng, the famous 
leader of the Third Cavalry Division and afterwards 
of the Canadian Corps, who had taken Allenby’s 
place at the head of the Third Army. Under him were 
from the north, the Sizth, Fourth, Thud, and Seventh 
Corps under Haldane, Woolcombe, Pulteney, and 
Snow, containing some of the most seasoned fighting 
material in the army. The troops were brought up 
stealthily by night, and the tanks which were crawling 
from every direction towards the trysting-place were 
carefully camouflaged. The French had been apprised 
of the attack, and had made arrangements by which, 
if there were an opening made to the south some of 
their divisions should be available to take advantage 
of it. 

The tanks were about four hundred in number 
and were under the separate command of General 
EUes, a dashing soldier who inspired the utmost 
enthusiasm in his command. It had always been 
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tlie contention of the tank designers in England that CuABTnr. 
their special weapon needed, what it had never yet 
found, virgin ground which was neither a morass nor The 
a wilderness of shell-holes. The leading lines of (J itiibrai, 
tanks had been furnished with enormous faggots of 
wood which they carried across their bows and which not. 20 . 
would be released so as to faU forward into any ditch 
or trench and to form a rude bridge. These ready¬ 
made weight-bearers wore found to act admirably. 

One difficulty with which the operations were 
confronted was that it was impossible for the guns 
to register properly without arousing suspicion. It 
was left to the gunners, therefore, to pick up their 
rauge as best they might after the action began, aj.id 
this they did with a speed and accuracy which showed 
their high technical efficiency. 

Taking the description of the operations upon 
November 20th from the north end of the hne we 
shall first deal with the subsidiary but very important 
and successful attacks carried out by Haldane’s Sixth 
Corps in the neighbourhood of Bullecourt. The 
Hindenburg Ijinc at this point consisted of a front 
trench with a second or support trench 300 yards 
behind it, and many scattered Mebus or concrete 
machine-gun forts. The British had already a lodge- 
mentin part of the front trench, and the main obj ective 
now was the support trench which was called “ Tunnel 
Trench ” because it had a tunnel 30 or 40 feet down 
along its whole length with staircase entrances every 
25 yards. The units to whom the attack was en¬ 
trusted were the Third Division upon the right, and 
the Sixteenth Irish Division upon the left. 

The morning of November 20 was overcast but 
not actually raining, with low visibility, which may 
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account for tlie fact tliat tlie German barrage was 
feeble, slow, and inaccurate. 

Tlic advance of tlie Sixteeiitli Division was by 
three brigades, the 47th. on tho right, the 48th in the 
centre, and the 49th upon the left. Every up-to- 
date infantry-saving device, the artillery barrage, the 
machine-gun barrage, and the Stokos-mortar smoke¬ 
screen was used the full. The guns had been 
reinforced by a portion of the artUlery of the Thirty- 
fourth Division, and the support which they gave 
was adniiiably ePFeotivc. We will trace the attack 
from the right. 

The flank battalion was the 0th Connaughts with 
the 1st Munsters upon their left. Their objective 
was taken with a spring. The Munsters were able 
to consohdato at once. The Connaughts had more 
Liouble as a rush of German bombers came down 
upon their right, driving the flank company in and 
forcing it hack down the sap. Por several hours 
there was hard fighting at this point, which was often 
hand-to-hand when the Irish bayonet men rushed at 
the German bomh-throwers. Finally a block and a 
defensive flank were formed, and two big Mebus, 
Mars and Jove, were left in the hands of the 
stormers. 

In tho centre the advance of the 10th Dublin 
Fusiliers and of tbe 2nd Dublin Fusilicars was entirely 
successful. So sudden was the attack that many of 
tho enemy were found wearing their gas masks. Two 
largo Mebus, Juno and Minerva, with a good stretch 
of tunnel tienc.h remained, together with many 
prisoners, in the hands of the stormers. The position 
was rapidly wired with concertina wire and new 
trenches dug for defence and communicatioii by the 
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15 jili Field Co. B. B. and. tlie llili Hants Pioneer I’jIArLLK 
battahoii. 

On the left the storming battalions were the 2iid 
Royal Irish and the 7/8th Irish Fusiliers. The Royal cimhai. 
Iiish carried both tunnel and support trenches with pIww. 
the Flora Mehus, taking 200 prisoners. Many Germans Nov. w 
letreatod into the tunnel, but were pelted out again 
by JMills grenades. The Fusihera were equally 
successful, but had one short hold-up owing to the 
determined resistance of a single officer and ten men. 

Thi.s little party made a biave fight, and were so 
situated that they commanded two lines of trench. 
Eventually they were all killed. The support trench 
was occupied, the tunnel cleared by the 174th Tunnel¬ 
ling Company, and the whole position made good in 
a most workmanlike way. A series of counter-attacks 
were stamped out by the barrage before they could 
get properly going. 

The tunnel, as explained, was a continuous gallery 
opening into the trench and extending eastwaids. 

It had numerous chamhers leading off, fi.tted with 
wire bmiks, tables, etc. This section was elaborately 
mined, hut the position of the leads had been 
accurately disclosed by a deserter, and they were 
soon cut hy the sappers. 

In this swift and successful operation some 636 
prisoners of the 470th and 471st Regiments were token, 
with many minor trophies. Many Germans had been 
killed, 330 bodies being counted in the trenches 
alone. Altogether it was a remarkahly smooth- 
running operation, and the model of an attack 
with limited objective, upon which General Haldane 
.and all concerned might be congratulated. It was 
the more remarkable as it was carried out without 
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preliminary bombardment, and no belp from blie 
tanks. 

While the Iiish had attacked upon the loft a single 
brigade of the Tbird Division, the 9th, advanced 
upon their right, and keeping pace with their comrades 
carried out a most successful attack, scouring a further 
length of the tunnel trench. There was no further 
fighting of consequence in this area of the battle, save 
for some movement forward on the part of the Irish 
division and one shoi't counter-attack by the Germans. 

It will be understood that this attack was some 
miles to the north of the main battle, and that a long 
section of unbroken Hindenburg Line intervened 
between the two. Along this line the Fifty-sixth 
Division, kept up a spirited Chinese attack all day. 
The real advance was upon a frontage of six miles 
which covered the front from Hermies in the north 
to Gonnelieu in the south. Every company of the 
advancing units had been instructed to fall in behind 
its own marked tank. At 6.20, just after dawn, in a 
favouring haze. General Elies gave the signal, his iron¬ 
clad fleet flowed forward, the field of wire went down 
with a long splintering rending crash, the huge faggots 
were rolled forward into the gaping ditches, and the 
eager infantry crowded forward down the clear swathes 
which the monsters had cut. At the same moment 
the guns roared out, and an effective smoke-barrage 
screened the whole strange spectacle from the German 
observers. 

The long line of tanks, magnified to monstrous size 
in the dim light of early dawn, the columns of infantry 
with fixed bayonets who followed them, all advancing 
in sileut order, formed a spectacle which none who 
took part in it could ever forget. Everything went 
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Avibliout} a hitch, and in a few minutes the whole CiiiPicp. 
Hindeuhurg Line with its amazed occupants was ^ 
in the hands of the assailants. Still following their 
iron guides they pushed on to their further objectives. CAruIii.u. 
As these diSered, and as the fortunes of the units 
varied, it will be well to take them in turn, always n'ot. 20 . 
worldirg from the left of the line. 

The British front was cut across diagonally by a 
considerable canal with deep sides, the Canal du 
Nord. Upon the north side of this was one division. 

This flank unit was the famous Thirty-sixth 
Ulsters, who behaved this day with their usual 
magnificent gallantry. Advancing with deliberate 
determination, they carried all before them, though 
exposed to that extra strain to .which a flank unit 
must always submit. Their left was always enfiladed 
by the enemy and they had continually to build up a 
defensive line, which naturally subtracted from their 
numbers and made a long advance impossible. Hone 
the less, after rushing a high baidc bristling with 
machine-guns they secured the second Hindenhurg 
Line, where they were firmly established by 10.30 after 
a sharp contest with the garrison. They then swept 
forward, keeping the canal upon their right, until by 
evening they had established themselves upon the 
Bapaume—Cambrai Road. It was the brigade 
moving parallel to the Sixty-second Division upon 
which the heavier work fell. 

Upon the immediate right of the Irishmen was 
Braithwaite’s Sixty-second Division of West Biding 
Yorkshire Territorials—one of those second line units 
whose solid excellonoe has been one of the surprises 
of the war. Six of them had already come to the 
front, and not one of the six which had not made its 
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cnirTBB mark. On tliis occasion tlie men of the West Jlitling 
made an advance winch was the admiration ol the 
uiiuioof which the Field-Marshal, who weighs Ids 

c'ambrai, woids Carefully, described as “a brilliant achievement.” 

The first obstacle in front of the 186th West Yorkshire 
Not. 20. Brigade upon the right was the village of Tlavrincourt, 
which, with the aid of the tanlcs, they earned in 
dashing stylo, though the resistance from the Chateau 
was very fierce. Behind it lay the reserve German 
line, which also was taken at the point of the bayonet. 
Upon the left the 187th Brigade, containing two 
Yorks and Lancaster and two Yorkshire Light Infantry 
battalions, swept gloriously forward and got every 
objective, including the northern half of Havrincourfc. 
The 2/6th Yorkshire Light Infantry was particularly 
fine, as it charged without tanks and yet kept up 
with the line. The I86th Brigade, consisting of foxxr 
battalions of the West Riding Regiment, then passed 
through in a splendid rush which carried them up to 
and through the village of Graincourt, regardless of 
the fact that Flesquieres on the right was untaken. 
Surging on the 188th Reserve Brigade reached and 
capkxred the important village of Graincourt, much 
aided by two audacious tanks. With an energy wliich 
was stiU unabated they pushed on to Annoux, where 
they reached the fringe of the houses. It was a truly 
splendid day’s work, in which foxxr and a half miles 
of every devilry which German sappers could build or 
German infantry defend was inexorably beaten down. 
In all these operations they were aided and supported, 
not only by the tanks, but by the 11th Hussars, and 
also by a body of King Edward’s Horse. Thirty- 
seven guns and 2000 prisoners were the fine trophies 
of tTii“, one divinion 



THE BATTLE OF CAMBBAT 


245 


Upon the right of Braithwaite’s Vovkshiremen UnATira 
was the Fifty-first Highland Territorinl Division. ^ 
They also made a fine advance, but were held up 'J'lw- 
by the strongly organised village of Flesquieres. caminS! 
The approach to it was a long slope swept 
by machine-gun fire, and the co-operation of nov 20 . 
the tanks was made diMcult by a number 
of advanced field-guns which destroyed the 
slow-moving machines as they approached up 
the hill. If the passage of the Hindenburg Line 
showed the strength of these machines, the check at 
Flesqiiieres showed their weakness, for in their present 
state of development they were helpless before a weU- 
served fi.eld-gun, and a shell striking them meant 
the destruction of the tank, and often the death of 
the crew. It is said that a single Prussian artillery 
oDioer, who stood hy his gun to the death and is 
chivalroiudy immortalised in the British bulletin, 
destroyed no less than sixteen tanks by direct hits. 

At the same time the long and solid wall of the 
ChSiteau formed an obstacle to the iirfantry, as did 
the tangle of wire which surrounded the village. The 
fighting was very severe and the losses considerable, 
but before evening the Highlanders had secured the 
ground round the village and were close up to the 
village itself. The delay had, however, a sinister 
efieet upon the British plans, as the defiant vdlage, 
spitting out flames and lead from every cranny and 
window, swept the gi’ound around and created a 
broad zone on either side, across which progress was 
difiS-culfc and dangerous. It was the resistance of this 
village, and the subsequent breaking of the bridges 
upon the canal, which prevented the cavalry from 
fulfilling their Ml role upon this first day of batUe, 
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None ttie less as dismounted units they did sterling 
work, and one small mounted body of Canadian 
Cavalry, the Fort Garry Horse from Winnipeg, 
particularly distinguished itself, getting over every 
obstacle, talring a German battery, dispersing a con¬ 
siderable body of infantry, and returning after a day 
of desperate adventure without tlieir horses, but with 
a sample of the forces which they had encountered. 
It was a splendid deed of arms, for which Licutenunt 
Hemy Strachan, who led the charge after the 
early fall of the squadron leader, received the 
coveted Cross. 

Upon the right of the Fifty-first Division was the 
Sixth, which was faced by the village of Ribo- 
comt. Into this it stormed, and after some heavy 
street and house fighting it cleared it of its German 
garrison. The advance was carried out with the 
7l3t Brigade upon the right and the 18th upon the 
left. The village was carried by storm by the 9th 
Norfolks of the 71st Brigade passing through the 
1st Leiccsters, who, together with the 2nd Sher¬ 
wood Foresters, had stormed the Hindenburg Lino, 
following close upon the tanks, upon wliose iron 
flanks they could hear the rifle bullets putter like 
hailstones. The losses of the division wore light, as 
their instructions were to dig in upon the further 
side of the village and act as a connecting link. The 
Foresters, however, had at least one sharp tussle 
before they gained their full objective, A shook 
battalion charged them, and there was a period of 
desperate fighting during which the Germans dis¬ 
played a valour which sometimes was almost that 
of fanatics. “One of their companies was out off. 
We offered them quarter, but they would not hear of 
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it. Tie last to go was a young sub. When be saw OtiApri.n 
that all was up be drew bis revolver aud sbot bimself. ^ 

As be fell T ran forward in tbe bope to save bim, for be 
was a brave lad. "Wbou i got to bis side be looked cji.inu 
at me with a look of iuLensc bate and tried to take p v?!.. 
aim with bis pistol. It fell from bis band and be 20 . 
fell dead with that look of bate still on bis face.” 

In connection with this advance of tbe Sixth 
Division it should be stated that tbe 2nd Dnrham 
Light Infantry upon tbe left charged a battery and 
captured the guns, a fine feat of arms. 

Upon tbe right of tbe Sixth Division was tbe 
Twenty-ninth Regular Division which was held back 
from tbe advance until its flank was secured upon tbe 
right. When this bad been accomplished by tbe 
Twelfth Division it dashed swiftly forward upon a 
three-brigade front, the 87tb and 86tb Brigades 
seizing respectively Marcoing aud Neuf Wood which 
is immediately beyond it. Here they found them¬ 
selves in very close collaboration with tbe Sixth 
Division, tbi-ougb whom they passed in their advance. 

On tbe right the 88th Brigade, after bard fighting m 
the Hindenburg support line, captured Les Rues 
Vertes aud part of Mesui&res. The taking of those 
two villages was really of great importance in the 
general scheme of operations, and the advances of 
the divisions upon either flank may he looked upon 
as simply a screen to cover the Twenty-ninth while 
it sped forward upon its venture. The reason of this 
was that the Canal de FEscaut, a very formidable 
obstacle, covered the whole German front south of 
Cambrai, and that unless it were taken ah, advance 
in this direction was impossible. There were bridges 
at Mesni^res and Marcoing, and these were the nearest 
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points to tlae British line. Hence it was that the 
flanlfH ol the Twenty-iiiaih were carefully covered 
and a clear opening made for it, that with one tiger- 
spring it might seize this vital position. The biidge 
at Mareoiog was captured intact, the leading tank 
shbofcing down the party who wore engaged in its 
demolition. At Me&nierefl, which is the more im¬ 
portant point, the advancing troops were less foi- 
tunate, as the bridge had already been injured and 
an attempt by a tank to cross it led to both bridge 
and tanlc crashing down into the canal. This proved 
to be a serious misfortune, and coupled with the 
hold-up at Plesquieres, was the one untoward event 
in a grand day’s work. Both the tanks and the 
cavalry were stopped by the broken bridge, and 
though the infantry still pushed on their advance 
was slower, as it was necessary to clear that part of 
the village which lay north of the canal and then 
to go forward without support over open country. 
Thus the Germans had time to organise resistance 
upon the low hills from Rnmilly to Orevecceur and 
to prevent the advance reaching its full limits. A 
footbridge was secured by the Newfoundlanders at 
Mesnieres, and it may be mentioned os a curious 
example of the wide sweep of the British Empire 
that the first man to get across it, and to lose his 
life in the gallant deed, was an Esquimaux from 
Labrador. The centre brigade got about 1300 yards 
beyond Marcoing, but there the Germans from 
Cambrsi had formed a new Une which could not bo 
forced. The. enemy recognised this advance as being 
for the moment the most menacing part of the British 
lino, and at once adopted the very strangest measures 
to push it back and secure the bridgeheads of the 
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canal. Several times upon November 21 tliey raged cnuMit 
against this point of the line and made desperate 
attempts to gain the two villages. Noyelle, which ^ 
was held by the 1st Lancashire Fusiliers, was also camlJl^l. 
strongly attacked upon that day, hut with the aid 
o£ the 2ud Eoyal Fusiliers and IGth Middlesex the uw. 20, 
village was held against a series of onslaughts, one 
position changing hands seven times. Some of these 
counter-attacks were delivered by Prussian Guards, 
hastily brought from Lens, and the fighting was as 
severe as it usually is when the Kaiser’s own men put 
in an appearance. These events, however, were on 
the 21st, and we must return to the first day of the 
battle. 

On the right of the Twenty-ninth was the Twentieth 
Division. In front of them, upon the farther 
side of the line, had lain the powerfully fortified 
farm of La Vaoquerie, and this they had taken 
with their first rush. Beyond lay a long slope, 
strongly held by the Germans, called the Welsh 
Ridge. This also was stormed by the Twentieth, 
who kept pace with the right flank of the Twenty- 
ninth, and pushed their advance forward as far as 
the canal. At the same time the d9th Brigade was 
thrown out upon the right to make a prolongation 
of the defensive flank built up by the Twelfth Division 
and so screen the main attack. All wont well with 
the right of this advance, but the left, consisting of 
the IMh K.R.R., was held for a time by a strong 
point which eventually surrendered and yielded 200 
prisoners. Some of this battalion saw the enemy 
running towards Mesni^es and pursued them to the 
main bridge. The troops received a most afiectionafce 
welcome from the inhabitants of the houses along 



Otiaptiii 

X. 

TIio 

Battle of 
CJaiubnU. 
First 
Phase. 
Not. iiO. 


250 THE BBITISH CAMPAIGN, 1917 

the Cambrai Road. The attack upo^ the lelt was 
carried out by the 12th K.R.R. aud 6th Oxfords of 
the 60th Brigade, which swept with little resistance 
over the Hindenburg Line, but had some trouble with 
strong points beyond. One of these points of resist¬ 
ance which was carried by the 12th K.R.R. accounted 
for all the officers of the party and 62 out of 96 men, 
before it was put out of action by the survivors. 
Captain Hoaro, a veteran Rifleman who had risen 
from the ranks, was killed at this point, aud his 
orderly, a lad of twenty named Shepherd, took over 
the direction of the party and carried the operation 
through with such dash and valour that he was 
awarded the Victoria Cross. 

We now come to the Twelfth Division upon 
the flank, the first English division of the New 
Army, a unit which had greatly distinguished itself 
at Ovillers and elsewhere. Its task was in some ways 
the most difficult of any, as it had not only to advance 
upon important objectives but to build up a flank 
line of resistance as it went, since the whole attack 
might have been checked and brought to ruin by an 
enemy assault from the south. The 30th Brigade 
upon the left advanced with the 9th Royal Fusiliers 
and 7th Sussex in their front line, wliile two com¬ 
panies of the 8th Fusiliers were thrown out upon the 
left to aid in the attack upon La Vacquerie. On the 
right by the Banteaux Spur weis the 35th Brigade 
with the 9th Essex and 6th Berkshires in the front. 
The latter battalion lost heavily from the fire of guns 
on their right. When on the line of Bleak House the 
supporting battalions, two companies of Fusiliers 
and the 11th Middlesex upon the left, the 7th Sufiolks 
and part of the 7th Norfolks upon the right, passed 
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on to the objective. The 37th Brigade then passed caAiMn 
through upon the right and settled in an echelon of 
battalions along the flank, the 7th East Surreys and 
6th BuEs starting the line, while the 6th West Kent Cainijiai. 
and 6th West Surrey prolonged it. While executing S,‘aTO. 
Lhis delicate and complicated movement the battalions xor. 20. 
were under hear^ fire and had to clear Lateau Wood 
of the enemy, so that it was a fine hit of work on the 
part both of the leaders and of the men. The two 
chief points of German resistance outside the wood 
were the forts of Pam-Pam and Bonavis, both of 
which were attacked by tanks and then earned hy 
storm by the Kentish infantry. By 11 o’clock the 
whole advance, covering a front of 2000 with a depth 
of 5500 yards, had reached its full objectives at every 
point. The total losses of the division were about 
1300 men. Major Aldermau, commanding the Wesb 
Kents, was among those who fell. It may he added 
that from this day until the fateful 30th the division 
was out of the battle and made no move, save tha,t on 
N^overaber 24 the 36th and 38th Brigades pushed a 
short way down the slope eastwards to the St. Quentin 
Canal. 

Some aHusion has already heeii made to the 
dispositions of the cavalry. The original •plan was 
that the First and Fifth Cavalry Divisions, closely 
supported by the Second, should, the instant that the 
way was clear, push forward to surround and isolate 
Cambrai, and also to isolate and threaten Bourlon 
Wood from the north and east. The situation was 
never such, however, as to allow any large body of 
cavalry to get through. At dawn on the morning of 
the 21 st a patrol of 6th Lancers ascertained that the 
Germans still held the Marcoing—Beaurevoir line in 
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force. On tEe left, however, the success of the 
Pifty-first Division had made more open space, and 
on this side the Bays and the 4th Dragoon Guards 
penetrated upon the 21st as far as Fontaine and did 
some useful work. 

The Twelfth Division formed the dank of Pulteney’s 
Third Corps, Upon its right was Snow’s Seventh 
Corps, the left-hand unit of which was the Fifty- 
fifth Division of Lancashire Territorials, which had 
not been involved in the advance, and indeed 
was nominally resting after its supreme exertions at 
Ypres where it had token a notable part iu battle 
after battle. It had been planned, however, that 
some demonstration should be made upon this front 
in order to divert the enemy’s forces and to correspond 
with the attack at BuDecoint upon the north. This 
was carried out by the 164th Brigade and may have 
had the desired efiect although it gave no permanent 
gain. A point called the Knoll, with an adjacent 
farm, was carried by the stormers and was held , for 
most of the day, but they were forced back to their 
own old lines iu the evening, after a long day of battle 
in which they incurred such heavy losses that the 
brigade was seriou.sly crippled at a later date when 
the full strength of the division was urgently needed. 

This ended the first day of the battle, which 
represented a considerable victory, and one which 
vindicated the enterprise and brain-power of the 
British inventor and engineer as much as the valour 
of the soldier. The German line was deeply indented 
over a front of 6 miles and to a depth of 4-J miles. 
More than 6000 prisoners with many gxms had been 
taken. The famous Hindenburg Line had been 
severed. The villages of Havrincourt, Graincourt, 
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Ribocourt, Marcoing, Noyelle, and MesniSres woie rnAPn,?. 
all in British hands. It was a good beginning, so 
good tiint it was detej-mined not bo suspend the 'I’lio 
operations, but to try the results of a second day and (Juiiiljrtii 
see what could be attained before the arrival of the 
full German supports. Even with their excellent Xov. 21. 
rear organisation and their great junction at Cambrai, 
it was hoped that a clear forty-eight liouin must pass 
from the opening of the battle before they could 
build up a really formidable line. 

There were no operations of any importance during 
the night of the 20th, but early upon November 21 the 
British line began to move forward once more, the 
same divisions being engaged in the advance. In the 
north the Ulstermen, who had attained the line of 
the Cambrai—Bapaume Road, crossed that boundary 
and pushed onwards up the slope for about a mile 
until they reached the outskirts of the village of 
Moeuvres which they wei'e unable to retain. It was 
soon apparent, both here and at other points along 
the Ltne, that the Germans with their usual military 
efficiency had brought up their reserves even more 
rapidly than had been expected, and the resistance at 
Mceuvres was so determined that the tired division 
was unable to overcome it. The 169th Brigade of the 
Fifty-sixth Division pushed up on the left of the Ulster¬ 
men and occupied the German outpost line, from which 
they were able later to attach the main Hindonburg 
line. 

The Sixty-second Division upon the light of the 
Ulstermen had got to the edge of Annoux upon the 
night before, and now the 2/4th West Ridings were 
able to complete their conquest. The 186th Brigade 
then drove "cross the Cambrai Road and reached the 
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edge of the considerable plantation called Bourlon 
Wood which rises upon a swelling hill, the summit 
being so marked in that gently undulating comitry 
that it becomes a landmark in the distance. Here 
there was very strong opposition, with so murderous 
a machine-gun fire that all progress was arrested, 
though a number of tanks drove their way in among 
the trees in an efEort to break down the resistance. 
In the meantime the flank of the Yorkshiremeu had 
been protected by the capture of the village of Cantaing 
with several hundred more prisoners. 

Early in the day the Eifty-first had got round the 
northern edge of Flesquieres, the village which had 
held up the centre of the advance upon the lir-st day. 
As a consequence it fell and the front was cleared for 
a further advance. The Scotch infantry was then 
able to make a rapid advance of nearly three miles, 
taldng Cantaing with 600 prisoners upon the way, 
and winding up in front of the village of Fontaine- 
Notie-Dame, which they stormed in a very brilliant 
fashion with the aid of tanks and of some squadrons 
of the First Cavalry Division a? already noted. 

Farther- south the Sixth and Twenty-ninth Divi¬ 
sions acting in close co-operation had pushed their 
way through Mesnieres, wW'e they met and defeated 
a counter-attack from the direction of Rumilly. It 
was.olear that every hour the German line was thicken¬ 
ing in this quarter. Whilst the Sixth cleared the 
ground upon the left, the Twenty-ninth pushed forward 
and reached Noyelle, where with the aid of those 
useful allies, the dismounted troopers, of the First 
and Fifth Cavalry Divisions, including the Umballa 
Br^ade of Indians, tiiey made good the village as 
■already described. 



TIES BATTLE OF CAMBBAT 


256 


In tlie meantime the 10th Rifle Brigade of the 
Twentieth Division upon the right had first taken and 
then lost Les Rues des Vignes, an important position 
upon the British side of the canal. In the afternoon 
the 11th Rifle Brigade managed to cross the canal 
and endeavoured to push up towards Crevecceur, 
but at this point the river Scheldt ran on the farther 
side and ofiered an impediment which could not be 
crossed. Orders were issued by General Byng that a 
fresh attempt should be made next morning, but the 
•troops were weary and the losses heavy so the instruc¬ 
tions were cancelled and the line remained unaltered 
at this point. 

The end of the second day of battle found the 
British Command faced with a difficult problem, and 
we have the Field-Marshars own lucid analysis of the 
alternative courses open, and as to the reasons which 
prompted his decision. The capture of Cambrai had 
never been the goal of the operations, though a cavalry 
raid which would have disorganised the communica¬ 
tions through that town had at one time seemed 
possible. A turning of the line to the south with the 
co-operation of some French divisions which were 
ready upon the spot, was part of the original concep¬ 
tion, and was baulked by the insufficient hold estab¬ 
lished upon the farther side of the Canal de TEscaut. 
But the central idea had been the capture of the high 
ground of Bouxlon Hill and Wood for with this in 
British possession a considerable stretch of the 
defensive German line would lie open to observed 
artillery fire, and its retention wordd probably mean 
a fresh withdrawal to the east. It- had been hoped 
that the goal would have been attained within forty- 
eight hours, but this time had elapsed and the 
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OuAPDCB assailants wore at ike bottom iiistead of the suramit of 
tko kill, Avitk a resistance in front wliick was continn- 
Bittia of groAving more obstinate. What was to be rlone ? 
Cimbriii. Tkc ti'oops could ilot remain where they were, for tlie 
Hmss Bonrlon Hill overlooked their position. They must 
Nov. 22 . carry it or retire. There was something to be said 
for the latter poHcy, as the Plesquiferes Ridge could be 
held and the capture of 10,000 prisoners and over 
100 guns had already made the victory a notable one, 
while the casualties in two days were only 9000. 
On the other hand, while there is a chance of achieving 
a fidl decision it is hard to abandon an effort; rein¬ 
forcements were coming up, and the situation in Italy 
demanded a supreme effort upon the Western front. 
With all these considerations in his mind the Field- 
Marshal determined to carry on- 

November 22 was spent in consolidating the grouird 
gained, in bringing up reinforcements, and in resting 
the battle-weary divisions. There was no advance 
upon the part of the British during the day, but about 
one o’clock in the afternoon the Germans, by a sudden 
impetuous attack, regained the village of Fontaine 
and pushed back the Fifty-first Dmsion in this quarter. 
No immediate effort was made to regain it, as this 
would be part of the general operations Avhen the new 
line of attack was ready to advance. Earlier in the 
day the Germans had thrown themselves upon the 
front of the Sixty-second, drmng back its front line, 
the 2/6th and 2/8th West Yorkshires, to the Bapanme 
—Cambrai Road, but the Yorkshiremen shook them¬ 
selves together, advanced once more, and regained 
the lost ground Avith the help of the 2/4th York and 
Lancasters. The Germans spent this day in building 
up their line, and with their better railway facilities 
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had probably the best ol the bargain, although the ''■"r'j'o.i. 
British air sendee worJred mth their usual utter I'i 
self-alwiegatioii to make the operation difficult. 

The new advance began upon the night oi nmi'n. 
November 22, when the Sflth Londoners reinforced jiu.. 
the Ulsters upon the left ol the line on the out- " 
.skirts of the village of Moauvres. To the we.sL 
of the village, between it and the Hindenbiug Line, 
was an important position. Tadpole C'op.sc, which 
formed a flank for any fui’ther advance. This was 
carried by a surprise attack in splendid style by 
the 1st Westminsters of the 169tb Brigade. During 
the day both the Londoners and the Ulstermen 
tried hard, iliough with limited success, to erdargo 
the gains in this part of the field. 

Tho attack was now pointing more and more to 
the north, where the wooded height of Bourlon marked 
the objective. In the southern part the movements 
of the troops were rather holding demonstrations 
than serious attacks. The real front of battle was 
marked by the reverse side of tho Hindenburg Line 
upon the loft, the hill, wood, and village of Bourlon 
in the centre, and the flanking village of Fontaine 
upon the right. All of those were more or less inter¬ 
dependent, for if one did not take Bourlon it was 
impossible to hold Fontaine which lay beneath it, 
while on the other hand any attack upon Bourlon 
was difficult while the flanking fire of Fontaine was 
unquenohed. Fr'om Mesuvres to Fontaine was a 
good six miles of most difficult ground, so that it was 
no easy task which a thin line of divisions was asked • 
to undertake—^mdeed only four divisions were feaily 
engaged, the Thirty-sixth and Fifty-sixth on the left, the 
Fortieth in the centre, and the Fifty-first ob the right. 
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TJie operations of November 23 began by an 
attack by tlie endiu'ing Fifty-first Division, who bad 
now been four days in the fighting line against 
Fontaine Village—^an attempt in which they were 
aided by a squadron of tanks. Defeated in the first 
efloi't, they none the less renewed their attack in the 
afternoon with twelve more tanks, and e-stablished 
themselves close to the village but had not sufficient 
momentum to break their way through it. There 
they hung on in moat desperate and difficult fighting, 
sci'eening their comrades in the main Bomlon attack, 
but at most grievous cost to themselves. 

Meanwhile the Thirty-sixth Division had again 
attacked Mceuvres, and at one time had captured it 
all, save the north-west corner, but heiavy pressru’e 
from the enemy prevented them retaining their grasp 
of it. The two brigades of this division upon the 
east of the canal were unable, unfortunately, to make 
progress, and this fact greatly isolated and exposed 
the Fortieth Division during and after its attack. 

This main attack was entrusted to the Fortieth 
Division, a unit which had never yet found-itself 
in the full lurid light of this great stage, but 
which played its first part very admirably none the 
less. It was a terrible obstacle which lay in front 
of it, for the sloping wood was no less than 600 
acres in extent, a thick forest with autumn foliage, 
hardly touched by shell-fire, while the villa.ge upon 
its north-western flank came also within the area of 
their attack. The men, however, had been specially 
exercised in wood fighting, a precaution which all 
agree to have been of the greatest possible value in 
the day of battle. When at 10.30 a.m. the signal 
WHS given to advance the 121st Brigade went 
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forward witli alaority upon tlie left, while on the 
right the 119th Brigade plunged into the wood, the 
brigadier, a daie-devil little wairior, setting an 
example to his men which none who followed him 
will forget. About thirty tanks lumbered forward 
in front of the advancing lines. The west edge of 
the wood formed the dividing lino between the right 
and left attack. 

It was arranged that the tanks should, so far as 
possible, go down those rides which are so conspicuous 
a feature of every French forest, while the infantry 
should move up between them. The 119th Brigade 
moved forward with the 19th Welsh Fusiliers upon 
the right, the 12th South Wales Borderers on the 
left, while the 17th Welsh were in close reserve. It 
was the second occasion in the war when a splendid 
piece of woodland fighting was carried through by 
the men of the Principality, and even Manietz was 
not a finer performance than Bourlon. They rapidly 
broke through the German front line, capturing 
numerous prisoners and machine-guns. The Colonel 
of the FusiUein pushed his way forward to the 
north edge where, he established posts, while the 
flank of the Welsh Borderers brushed the village 
of Bourlon and got north of that point. The 17th 
Welsh meanwhllo foimed defensive flanks upon either 
side, while the 18th Welsh came up to reinforce, and 
pushed ahead of their comrades with the result that 
they were driven in by a violent counter-attack. 
The liue was re-established, however, and before one 
o’clock the 119th Brigade wore dug in along the 
whole northern edge of the forest. It was a fine 
attack and was not marred by excessive losses, though 
Colonel Kennedy of th.c 17th Welsh was killed. Among 
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many notable deeds of valour was that of Sergeant- fnArtrr 

Major Davies of the 18th Welsh, who knelt down in 

the open and allowed his shoulder to be used as the [J'''® , 

/ T • -1 1 11 111 nitueof 

rest lor a Lewis gun, until a bullet struck him down, c-uuin,! 

It was clear that the Geimans would make every SliJe 
efioit to regain the wood, and immediate steps were “•* 
taken to strengthen the defence, which was already 
himly established. The 1 ith Argyll and Sutherlands 
were sent up to thicken the line, as were the 15th 
Hussars, who were doing great service as a mobile foot 
battalion. More machine-guns were also pushed to the 
front. The result of these measures, all taken before 
nightfall, was that the inevitable counter-attacks, 
which mateiialised before dawn, weie shot back by a 
blaze of fire from the Muge of biushwood. Early in 
the morning of November 24, a resolute endeavour of 
the German stormers gained a lodgment for them to 
the right of the British hnc, where they captured some 
of the machine-guns. During the whole of this day 
the enemy pressed hardly upon the weakening line, 
and at three in the afternoon had pushed them back 
from the whole of the right half of the wood, but 
Welshmen, Highlanders, and Hussars gathered them¬ 
selves for a supreme effort, and dashing at the Germans 
swept them back once more to their old position. 

We shall leave the 119th Brigade still holding fast 
upon the evening of the 24th to their advanced 
position, while we follow the fortunes of the 121st 
Brigade from the time of the original attack upon 
November 23. 

This Brigade had, as already stated, advanced 
upon the village of Boui-lon with the 20th Middlesex 
upon the right and the 13th Torlcshires upon the 
left, the latter in close touch with the 107th Biigade 
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of TJlatei'uien upon ilie west of tlieii* front, the whole 
lino to swing round and attack the western edge of 
the village. The 21sL Middlesex were in close support 
to give weight to the left of the line, while the 12th 
Suifolks were in reserve. The Ulstermen had been 
held up by heavy machine-gun fire which exposed 
the left flank of the Yorkshires, who in turn could 
not get forward. This in tur-n brought the two 
Middlesex battalions to a halt, who were already well 
up to the village. Three out of six tanks upon this 
flajik were put out of action by armour-piercing 
bullets. Alter a pause both the Yorkshires and some 
of the Middlesex got into the village, but their flank 
was always bare, and the best they could do was to 
hold on to the southern edge. None the less the line 
was Arm and formidable, as was found by a German 
attack carried out by the 9bh Grenadier Regiment 
iu the late afteriipou, which was swept back by the 
British fire. All day the enemy strove hard to clear 
the village, and all day the i21st Brigade held 
splendidly to its gains. Where aU were fine the non¬ 
commissioned officers were pai’tioularly splendid. 
Sergeant-Major Hall of the 21st Middlesex, three 
times wounded and still rallying his company, was 
but one of many. Some critic has fiirely said that, 
if the Day of Judgment were to come a British non¬ 
commissioned officer would stiU be found imploring 
bis neighbours not to get the wind up. It is an 
interestiDg fact that the attack by the 12lBt Brigade 
had been couutermaudcd, but the wires were broken 
and the message miscarried, so that the whole fine 
episode was strictly unofficial. 

During the night the hard-pressed line was 
thickened by the arrival of the 19th Hussars and 
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Bedford Yeomanry, who took over the left of tlie 
position. The 14th H.L.I. were also hroiight np fiom 
the reserve brigade, and twelve more tanlcs came into 
line. The 12th SufEolks had formed upon tho leit 
of the Highlanders, and these two battalions with 
the cavalry and tanks made a united attack upon 
the remaining portion of the village of Bouilon on 
the moming of the 24th, which was countered by 
the Germans in the afternoon. In the confusion 
of iouso-to house combat the two battahons were 
separated, the SuFolks getting penned in at the 
south corner of the village, while tho Highlanders, 
who had made a splendid advance, were isolated in 
the north-east. The situation was serious, and two 
reserve battalions, the 13th Surreys and 12ih Royal 
Lancasters, were brought up after dusk. A body of 
dismounted cavalry drawn from the 2nd and 5th 
Dragoon Guards and the 11th Hussars were also 
pushed into the fight. With these troops tho 
Brigadier made a strong attempt upoir the morning 
of November 26 to force his way through the village, 
which was now mostly in German hands, but tho 
tanks which he had expected did not arrive, and liis 
infantry were not strong enough for the task. Colonel 
Battye of the Highlanders had been killed, and 
Colonel Warden, of the East Surreys, who had assumed 
local command, did all that a man could do, but the 
losses were too heavy, and the Highlauders were 
seenno more. Up to the 26th Colonel Warden, withhis 
headquarters in the firing line, was able to send up 
rations to the survivors of the three isolated companies 
who had made a wonderful reliance for nearly two 
days. In the end it was only by great sMll that liis 
own battalion, the East Surreys, were I’escued from 
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theii dangerous position, for tlie forces of the Germans 
were in overwlrelnriug stiengtli, and, overlapped tire 
village upon both sides. Some of the East Surreys 
were cut olT lor two days in tho boiitli-cabtein part 
of tire village before the anrvivois could bo got 
clear. Colonel Warden received tho D.S.O. for Iris 
S[ilendid work. 

fii the mefl,ntinie. fi-oni the morning of the 25th, 
tho 119th Brigade had made a splendid fight 
in the wood against fierce attacks which Ireat up 
against their right flank. The Guards had come up 
to relieve the Slat HigHauders, and on this date 
three battalions of the 3td Ouaida Brigade, tire 2nd 
Scots Guards, 1st and 4t]i Grenadier Guards, were 
thrown in to help the Fortieth Division in its heavy 
task. Two companies of the llth Koyal Lancasters 
were also brought lorward, and succeeded in doing 
some very brilliant work. The flank was held 
during the day. Upon that night the weary divi¬ 
sion was diawrr out, being relieved by the Sixty- 
second Yorkshire Divisiorr, which by some miracle 
after only two days of rest was judged to be 
battleworthy once more. It was indeed a case of 
the tired relieviirg those who were only a little less 
tired than themselves, hut the lino had to be held 
and not another man was available. The artillery of 
the Fortieth Division, whioU had shown remarkable 
elliciency and co-operated very closely with the 
iuCautry, remained in action. Durhrg its brilliant 
spell ot sendee the Fortieth Division had taken 750 
prisoners, but its casualties were very heavy, amount¬ 
ing to 172 officers and more than 3000 men. 

The British position was now a difficult one, for 
the enemy held the ridge above Fontaine and also the 
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ligA ground between Bourlon and tbe Hindenburg Cnu'Tin 
Line, so that they had commanding observation upon JLl. 
both sides. With great persistence, hoAvcver, in spite 
of the continual thickening of the G-erman lino the oiinimi 
British commanders detcrinined, after a pause [or rinU'. 
breath, to make one more efiort to captui-e both 
Fontaine, which had relapsed into enemy hands, and 
the village of Bourlon with the whole of the Ridge. 

The Guards, the Forty-seventh London Territorials, 
and the Second Division had all appeared upon the 
scene, so that the striking force was stronger than 
before. Upon November 27 the Guards made a 
strong efiort upon Fontaine, having relieved the 
Fifty-first Division in that sector. The 3rd Guards 
Brigade had already become involved, as described 
in tlie defence by the Fortieth Division of Bourlon 
Wood. It was the 2nd Brigade which was now 
marshalled to attack upon a very wide front fi*om 
Fontaine village on the right to Boiulon village on 
the left, this latter advance being in support of the 
attack by the Sixty-second Division upon the position 
which had been lost. This attack made at 6.20 in 
the morning of November 27, after a night of snow 
and tempest, was carried out by the 186th and 
3 87th Brigades, the object bebg to get back Bourlon 
wood and village. The latter brigade got hali-way 
through the village at one time, but could not make 
good the ground. The i86th, working through the 
woods to the north-west of Fontaine, gained their 
objectives, but had both flanks in the air, and were 
eventually in the evening compelled to fall back, all 
the West Riding battalions having lost heavily. 
Meanwhile the 2nd Brigade of Guards had been 
fighting hard in support of the Sixty-second. This 
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attack was carried out by tlie 2ud Iriali, wMe tlio 
3rd Grenadiers, 1st Coldstream, and l&t Scots were 
respectively upon tlio left, centic, and liglit of tlic 
advance upon the village, which came down the line 
of the Cambiai Road. 

The attack etaated at 6.20 in the moniing after 
a night of snow and tempest. The fl.ank battalion, 
of Scots Guards by the use of a simkon road got well 
up to the village without heavy loss, but a blast of 
machine-gun fire from a small house about 200 yards 
away played havoc with the 3rd Grenadiers, who 
none the less mshed Eorwaa’d, stormed the house, and 
scoured their first objective. The Coldsbreanis also 
suffered heavily from machine-gun fire from a post 
north of the railway, and half their numbers weae 
on the gi’ound before they also reached their objective. 
The remains of these two gallant battalions cleared 
the whole village and captiu'cd about a thousand 
piiBoners, but were unable to get more than six 
hundred to the rear. By ten o’clock the whole 
position had been taken, but the victors had snSeied 
so severely that they were unable to cover so large a 
perimeter, and about eleven o’clock the Germans, 
passing through the numerous gaps in the defence, 
bade fair to cut off the whole British force. The 
4th Grenadiers of the 3rd Brigade was sent up under 
Lord Gort to reinforce, and the remains of the 2nd 
Brigade was drawn clear of the village and settled 
into trenches in front of it. The attacli was in many 
ways a very difficult one, for the village was strongly 
fortified, there was much wire intact south of the 
Cambrai road, and, the machine-gun fire Eroin La 
FoHe Wood swept all the approaches. Eventually 
the force of the enemy was so strong, and it had 
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penetrated, so far romnd tke fiaitka of the battalions ceajptbh 
that Lord Fielding, who commanded the Guards 
division, gave orders that they retire to their original 
line. The brigade lost heavily in the venture. cambrai. 

Meanwhile the gallant Yorkahiiemen of the Sixty- 
second, together with the 2nd Irish Guards, drove -7- 
their way through Bourlon Wood in spite of a 
desperate resistance from a German line which 
inclnded several battalions of the Guards. Many 
prisoners were taken, but many others escaped in 
the confused fighting among the brushwood and tree- 
trunlffi. Once again the counter-attacks were too 
strong for the thin ranks who had reached their goal, 
and the British, after reaching both the village and • 
the north end of the wood, were pushed out once 
more. At the same time the British held a strong 
position on the hill and in the wood, so that there 
were still hopes of a successful issue if the German 
resistance could be outworn. Tt should be remarked 
that through all the fighting the battle line was 
greatly strengthened by the fact that a dismounted 
battalion was formed from each brigade of cavalry, 
or nine in aU, who relieved and supported the very 
weary infantry. The trophies of the battle up to 
date had been over 100 German guns, 10,600 prisoners, 

360 noachine-guns, and, above all, the valuable stretch 
of Hindenburg’s Line, 

It was in this last phase of the advance, and indeed 
after the fighting had ended, that General Bradford 
was killed by a chance shell. This young soldier, 
who at the age of twenty-hve commanded one of the 
brigades of the Sixty-second Division, was one of the 
great natural leaders disclosed by the war. It was 
indeed a cruel fate which took him away between full 
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promise and lull pei-formance. “ He had the dash 
and enthusiasm of youth tempered by the knowledge 
and experience which comes to most men only with 
later years.” So wrote his immediate commander. 
England could ill spare such a man at such a time. 

All was quiet for the next few days, dming which 
the Fifty-ninth Division relieved the Guards, while 
the Forty-seventh Division relieved the Sixty-second 
YorksHremen. 













CIIAPTEE XI 


THE BATl'LE OE OAMBEAI {continued) 


Seoojid jiliabo of baltlo ou November 30—Great Goman attack— 
Dwxotei to tbicc dirimouo—Dcopciato fight of Twenty-mnth 
DiMHion—Pme advaiioo by tho Guaacbi—Uaptuit and recuptme 
of Goii7c.niBotut—^flaid battle in the Boiulou Scotoi—^lleavy 
loaaos of the Geiniansi—^fietiactioa of tlic BiitiMi hiio. 

It was clear to the Biiti&h Commanders before the 
end ol November that the enemy had grown so 
strong that the initiative had passed to him, and that 
instead of following up attaclvs it was a question now 
of defending positions against a deteimined endeavour 
to shove back the intruders aud splice the bioken line. 
The multifarious signs of activity behind the Qeinian 
lines, the massing of troops, the planting of batteries, 
and the registiation of ranges, all warned the ez- 
peiienced observers that a great counter-ofiensive was 
about to begin. There was no question of a surprise 
at any point ol the line, but Bouilon was natiually 
the place where the enemy might be expected to be 
at his full strength, since it was vital that he should 
regain that position. At the same time it was clearly 
seen that the storm would breaJc also at the south 
end of the line, and General Snow had given every 
instruction to General Jeudivine of the Fifty-fifth 
Division which held the position next to the scene 
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of action. This experienced, leader took every step 
whicli could be tboiiglit of, but ho was sadly handi¬ 
capped by the state of Lis division which had been so 
severely hammered at Ypres, and had hi the last few 
days had one brigade knocked to' pieces at Knoll. 
With only two brigades, full of young troops who had 
taken the place of the casualties incurred hi the north, 
he had to cover at least 10,000 yards of ground. His 
line was stretched until it was little more than a string 
of sentries with an occasional strong point dotted up 
and down. We will begin by endeavouring to follow 
what occurred in this southern sector, and then tmui 
to the equally important, though less dramatic, 
doings-in the north. 

The attack in the south was delivered upon a front 
of ten miles from Veudhuillo in the south to Mesniferes 
in the north. To take a single oompreheiiBivo view 
of it, it hardly afiocted the Twenty-fourth Division 
upon the right of Snow’s Seventh Corps, it crashed 
with full force upon the Fifty-fifth Division, especially 
the left brigade, it swept impetuously upon the 
Twelfth and Twentieth Divisions, chiving in part of 
the line of each of these units, and finally it raged with 
equal fury but loss success against the Twenty-ninth 
Division, in the region of Mesnihres. The weight and 
swiftness of the blow, coming with the shortest 
possible artillery preparation, and strongly supported 
by low-flying aeroplanes, must add to the reputation 
of General von Marwitu who planned it. It was a 
success, and it is diflicult to see how it could have been 
prevented from being a success by any means which 
the defenders had it’in their power to adopt. The 
undulating country in which troops could assemble, 
and the morning mist 'which screened them from 
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observation were two factors wLioli contributed to tbe onimn, 
result. 

SLoitly after seven in tbe morning the tempest 
suddenly broke loose. The surprise was so well 
carried out tliat though the British General was ex- t*i“so.' 
pecting an attack, and though he had his wire patrols 
pushed up to the Geraian treuches only a hundred 
yards off, still their repoits at dawn gave no warning 
of any sound to herald the coming rush. It came like 
a clap of thunder. An experienced officer in the front 
British trench said : “ My first impression was that 
of an earthquake. Then it seemed to me that an 
endless procession of aeroplanes were grazing my head 
with their wheels. On recovering from the first shock 
of my surprise the Germans were far behind me.” 

There was no question of protective barrage, for the 
quickest answer to the most urgent S.O.B. would have 
been too late to help. 

This account refers particularly to the 166th 
Brigade, upon the left of the Fifty-fifth Division, which 
got the full blast of the storm. It and the guns 
behind it were overrun in an instant by the weight 
and speed of the advance. The General in command 
did all that could be done in such an emergency, but 
it was impossible to lorm a fixed line. The alternativ e 
was to swing back hingeing upon the right of the 
division, and this was done so that there was always a 
flank formed upon tlie left of the stormers. There 
was a ravine, called Ravine 22 upon the maps, which 
ran down between the Fifty-fifth and Twelfth Divi¬ 
sions. With the terrific force of a flood the Germans 
poured do^vn this natural runway, destroying the 
British formations upon each side of it. The Fifty- 
fifth Division was shattered to pieces at this point by 



Cu^Fli^U 

SI. 

Tim 

lYtittle ol 
<JiimLn<ii. 
Ht'coiul 
Ph ist. 

Ko\. ao. 


272 TETE BRITISH CAMPAIGN, 1917 

BO terrifio an impact upon ticir I'ceblo lino, but the 
small groups into which they wcic broken put up as 
good a fight as they could, while the line formed 
anew between the village of VUlera-Guislam and 
the farm Vaucelette which was a strong pivot of 
leaistance. In this part of the fi.eld units of the 
I65bh Brigade of Liverpool battalions, together with 
the 5th Royal Lancasters and the 10th Liverpool 
Scottish of the 166th Brigade, stood stoutly to their 
work, and though the enemy after penetrating the 
hues wore able to get the village of Villers-Guislain, 
which they had turned and surrounded, they were 
never able to extend their advance to the south on 
account of this new line of defence through Vaucelette, 
though it was composed entirely of mfantry with no 
artillery support. However, even with this limitation 
the situation was bad enough, since tho 166th Brigade 
was almost cut to pieces, and so complete was tho 
destructioir upon the extreme left that one battalion, 
the Cth South Lancashir-es, was entirely destroyed, 
and nothing heard of it until its leader, Colonel James, 
was reported as a badly wounded prisoner in Germany. 
Of tho division gen erally it was said by a higher General 
that “ they fought like tigers,” as might bo expected 
oC men who had left a great iramo'ou tiro battle of 
Ypres, and who were destined for even greater fame 
when four months later they held Givenchy at the 
critical moment of the terrible battle of Armejitieres. 
Here, as always, it is constancy in moments of ad¬ 
versity and dour refusal to accept defeat which 
distinguish both the British soldier and his leaders. 

We shall now see what happened to the Twelfth 
Division upon the left of the Fifty-fifth. When the 
German stoimers poured down Ravine 22 their loft- 
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liiiiitled bloAv knockecT out the 166th Biigade, while 
their right-handed crushed in the side of the 
Twellth Division,. From the ravine in the south to 
Quarry Farm in the north, the Germaji infantry 
surged roimd hho position like a mountain spate round 
some rock-hearted islet, where the edges might 
crumble and be washed out by the torrent, but the 
solid core wmrld always beat back the waters. The 
lino of the division was a curved one, with the 35th 
Brigade upon the right, the 36th in the ceiitre, and 
the 37th upon the left. It was upon the right-hand 
brigade that the storm burst with its fuU shattering 
force. The 7th Suffolka next to the fatal ravine 
shared the fate of the 6th South Lancashires upon the 
southern edge of it. By a coincidence the Colonel had 
been invalided for appendicitis the day before, but 
Major Henty who was in command was Idlled. The 
5th Bciics and 9th Essex, broken up into small parties 
and enveloped in a sinoke cloud through which they 
could only catch dim glimpses of rushing Germnna, 
were pushed back to the north and west, still keeping 
somo sort of cohesion, until they reached the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Bleak House whore they rallied once 
more and gathered for a counter-attack. Everywhere 
over this area small parties were holding on, each un¬ 
conscious of all that was passing outside its own little 
smoke-girt circle. Close to Villers-Guislain upon the 
aoutli side of the ravine Sapper Company 70, together 
with the 5th Northampton Pioneers, held on bravely 
for many hours, shootijig into the flank of the German 
advance who poured over the British gun positions 
which were well forward at this point in order to 
support the troops in Mosnifires and Marcoing. Some 
of the incidents round the guns were epic in character, 
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for the British gutmer does not lightly take leave of 
his piece. Many were fought to the last instant with 
their crews hacking at them with pickaxes and trench¬ 
ing tools to disable them even while the Germans 
swaimed in. Lieut. Wallace, of the 3G3rd Battery, 
with five men served three gmi.s point-blanlc, their 
trails crossing as they covered three separate fields of 
fii'e. Each of this band of heroes received a decora¬ 
tion, their leader getting the V.O. The 92nd E.F.A. 
near La Vacquerie also repulsed four separate attacks, 
fii’ing with opcti sights at a range of 200 yards, before 
they wei'e forced to dismantle their gims and retire. 

The 7th Norfolks on the left edge of the 35th 
Brigade were farthest h’orn the storm-centre, and 
stoutly boat off all attacks. Only one lieutenant was 
left upon his feet at the end of the day. Separated 
from their comrades the Norfolks were rather part of 
the S6th Brigade upon their left, who were also fiercely 
attacked, but were more happily situated as regarded 
their flank. The 9th Royal Fusiliers were push ed back 
to the Cambrai Road on the north, but with some of 
the Norfolks built up a solid line of resistance there. 
Next to them upon the left the two companies of the 
8th Royal Fusiliers Avhich were in the line, were 
practically annihilated in spite of a splendid attempt 
to rescue them made by the otlier two companies led 
by their heroic Colonel Elliott Cooper. In this brave 
effort the leader gained his Victoria Cross, but also 
unhappily a wonnd from which he eventually died. 
This counter-attack drove the Germans back for the 
first time in this terrible morning, but their lines 
were reinforced and they came on once more. 

The 37th Brigade upon the left had their own 
set of troubles to contend with. Tbe Germ na bad 
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beaten hard upon the neighbouring Twentieth Divi¬ 
sion, breaking into their line upon the right of the i r 
flank 59th Brigade. In tliis way they got into Lateau 
Wood and on to the Bonavis llidge, which placed them 
upon the left rear of the 37th Brigade. The unit was 
in iraminont danger of being cut ofi, but held strongly 
to its line, the pressure falling particularly heavily 
upon the 7bh East Surreys and upon the 6th Bufis. 
Pam-Pam Farm was the centre of some very desperate 
fighting on the part of these two units. The Brigade 
was sorely tried and forced backwards bub still held 
its own, facing ujjou two and even three different 
fronts, as tho enemy drifted in fi‘om the north and 
east. 

In the meantime a train of independent circum¬ 
stances had built up a reserve line which was destined 
to be of great importance in limiting the German 
advance until reinforcements could arrive. Their 
stormers had within an hour or two reached not only 
Villers-Guislaiu and Gonnelieu, but had even entered 
Gouzeaucourt, three nules deep in the British line. 
This village, or rather a quarry upon its eastern edge, 
was the Headquarters of the Twenty-ninth Division, 
and the Germans were within an ace of capturing 
General de Lisle, its famous commander. The amazed 
Commandant of the local hospital found a German 
sentry at his door instead of a British one, and with 
the usual British good-humour sent him out a cup 
of tea. No doubt he did the same to the Irish 
Guardsman who in turn relieved the German in the 
afternoon. The C.E.A. of the Twenty-ninth Division 
was wounded and taken, and Captain Crow of the 
Staff was killed. General de Lisle with quick decision 
organised a temporary defence for the south end of the 
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village, and tlien hurried up to johi his hard-pressed 
men at Marcoiug. The General ol the Twelfth Division 
had energetically hniriod up the two battalions which he 
held in reserve. They were the 6th West Surreys and 
the 11th Middlesex. Some hundred of odds and ends 
near Headquarters were also formed into a unit and 
pushed to the fi ont. These went forwaid towards the 
firing with the vaguest notion of the situation, meeting 
broken groups of men and catoliing ocoasiona.1 glimpses 
of advancing Germans. The Brigadier of the 35th 
Brigade had been nearly caught in Gonnelieu, and 
found the enemy between him and Ms men. As he 
came back with his staff, still very lightly clad, pausing 
occasionally to tire at the advancing Germans, he 
passed Gauche Wood and there met the advancing 
battalions, which he helped to marshal along a low 
ridge, the Revelon Ridge. The Northumberland 
Hussars lined up on the right of these troops and two 
brigades of cavalry coming up from the south formed 
on the left of them at a later hour. The whole held 
firm against all enemy attacks and made a bulwark 
until the time when the Guards advanced in the after¬ 
noon. As will afterwards be described, when that 
event occurred this Revelon line formed roughly a 
prolongation of the new line established by the Guards 
and Cavalry, so that a long dam was formed. 
Commanding officers in this critical part of the field 
gave a sigh of relief in the early afternoon as they 
realised that the worst was over. 

The Twentieth Light Division was on the loft of 
the Twelfth, and its experience was equally trying. 
It was upon the Riflemen of the 69th Brigade that the 
main shook fell, ai\d it came with such sudden violence 
that the Germans were through the right unit and in 
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tLe rear of the real before the silTmtion was fully CnAm.K 
realised. The Gist Brigade upon the left had also 
a most desperate time, their flank being penetrated 
and turned so that for a time they were cut off from rimimi. 
their comrades of the Twenty-ninth Division at 
Mesnieres. By tliis determined German attack the Nia. .w 
south bank of the canal was partially cleared for their 
advance, which put them in the position that they 
could possibly push along that bank and get hold of 
Les Rues Vertes and the southern ends of the bridges 
so as to cut off those British troops who were across 
the canal. In this dangerous movement they nearly 
had success, and it was only the desperate fighting of 
some of the’86th Brigade which saved the situation. 

The prospecjjs were even worse upon the right of the 
Division for the Gormans broke through Latean Wood, 
and so got completely behind the Ififch K.R.E., who 
were the flank battalion. From the desperate.struggle 
which ensued only 4 officers and 16 Riflemen ever 
emerged, for the battalion was attacked on three sides 
and was overwhelmed after a long and splendid 
defence, which twice repulsed heavy frontal attacks 
before the flank advance rolled up the Hue. The 
battaUon got separated from its own headquarters in 
Lateau Wood, and Colonel Sheepshanks with the 
twenty odd men who composed the Staff fought a 
little battle of its own against the stormera coming 
down towards the Bonavis—^Mesniferes Road. . The 
survivors of the brigade rallied upon the reserve 
battalion, the 11th R.B. on the Hindenburg Line. 

The 11th K.R.R. on the left of the brigade front had 
endured a similar experience but their losses were not 
so terribly severe. The aeroplane attack worried the 
troops almost as much as the infantry, so that it is no 
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exaggeration to say that tliero were times Avhen they 
were assailed from four sides, the front, each flank 
and above at the same instant. These aeroplanes 
gave the impression of being armour-clad and in¬ 
vulnerable to rifle-fire. 

Upon the left of the Twentieth Division, with its 
cerrtre at the village of Mesniferes, was the Twenty- 
ninth Division, a good unit to have in the heart of 
such a crisis. The Twenty-ninth and Sixth Divisions 
held the centre of the British line that day, and 
were the solid nucleus upon which the whole battle 
liinged both to left and right of them. Both divisions 
were seriously compromised by the push-back to the 
south of them, and thedr battery positions were talcen 
in reverse, but they held the whole of thoir ground 
without giving an inch and completely beat of! every 
German attack. A Guernsey battalion made its 
mark in the fighting that day and rendered most 
excellent service, as did the Newfoundlanders; but 
the main strength of the divisions lay of course in 
their disciplined British veterans, men whose war- 
hardened faces, whether in Gallipoli or Flanders, had 
never been turned from an enemy. It is no light 
matter to drive such a force, aud the four German 
divisions who drove in from Mesniferes to Bauteaiix 
were unable to make even a diut in that formidable 
line. For two days the villages, both Marcoing and 
Mesni^res, were firmly held, and when at last a re¬ 
adjustment of the line was ordered it was carried 
out voluntarily and deliberately in accordance with 
the new plans made necessary by the events in north 
and south. 

In this great fight the 86th Brigade was on the 
right at Mesniferes with the 16th Middlesex upon the 
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riglit, Llie 1st Laucasliire Eosiliera upon tlie left, and CitAmi 
the 2n(l Royal Fusiliers by the sugar factory east oi 
the village—details which have been rescued by the 
industry of Mr, Percival Phillips. The 87th Brigade o.inii,i 
extended to the left, covering a wide front as far as 
the Oambrai Road. The Ist Inniskillings wei'e on xov. m. 
their right, the 1st Borders on their left, and the 
2nd South Wales Borderers in support. The 88th 
Brigade was in resei-ve at the time of the attack, but 
quickly moved up and was in the heart of the subse¬ 
quent fighting. 

Masses of German infantry were reported at 
Crevecoeur, and within a very short time a rush of 
grey infantry was swirling down past the flank of the 
Middlesex men, and breaking the corrnection with 
the Twentieth Division on the right. Some of the 
assailants got along the south bank, and actually 
seized Les Rues Vertes at the same moment that a 
counter-attack by the Guernsey men swept into the 
village and drove them out again. This was a really 
vital point, as the capture and retention of the vill¬ 
age would have been most serious. Many soldieriy 
actions were performed in this clash of arms, showing 
that the mechanical side of modern warfare can never 
quite eliminate the brave pushing heart and the 
strong arm. Captain Gee of the Stafi, among others, 
rescued an ammunition dump armed with a revolver 
and a heavy stick, with which he beat down all 
opposition at the cost of a serious wound to himself 
—a fair price to pay for a subsequent V.C. The 
Germans were foiled for the moment, but they had 
found the weak spot in the line, and all day they 
hammered at it with characteristic tenacity, while 
all day the men of the Twenty-ninth stood np to one 
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attack alter another, thcii' dwindling line haying to 
tlio last degree, but never breaking before the enemy. 
Les Enea Veites became a Golgotha of Germans, but 
it was still in the evening safe in the hands of the 
Bj-illsh deienders. One of the chiasical esaniples of 
Biitish coiuagc and discipline during the war, Ht to 
rank with Colonel Pears and Lis rancor at Ovillers, 
was fainislied by Colonel Forbes llobertboii of the 
16bh Middlesex, now a V.C., iv^ho, stiicken in both 
eyes and Li'inporarily blind, was still led by his oj'derly 
uj) and down the line in order to steady it. Lot such 
a story help our descendants to realise the kind of 
men who stood between Germany and the conquest 
of the world. 

Next morning saw no snrceaac of the fighting in 
this quarter of the field. If anything, the ranks of 
the iissailuiits were thicker and their rushes more 
iuhisteiib upon the morning of the 21st. Bnt the 
Twenty-ninth had called up its reserves, and stood 
with every bristle on end across the German path. 
The trouble behind the line had greatly weakcued 
the artillery support, but the tronoh-moitars gave all 
the help possible to the hard-worked infantry. The 
villages were knocked to pieces by the enemy guns, 
but the BritisL stuck like leeches to the r-uins. 'fhe 
General of the 86th Brigade was among his men in 
the front of the battle, encouraging them to dwell 
upon their aim and steadying their weary ranks. The 
S7th Brigade in the rrorth, though itself attacked, 
spared some reinforcements for the hard-pressed men 
in tlie south. Once Les Rues Vertes was lost, but 
a counter-attack led by the Brigade-Major won it 
back again. This was still the position when on the 
night of December 1 the orders were civen for the 
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CHAnuB geneial I'eadjustineiit of tlic lino by tlie evacuation 
ol the Mosniii'ca salient. Well might Sir Douglas 
Haig send a special order to Genci’al de Lisle thajjldng 
Camijmi. Mm fot the magnificent services rendered during two 
I'haT* days and a night by the Twenty-ninth Div^isiou. 

Nov. 30. It has been stated that the Mesnieres salient was 
evacuated, but two battalions of the Twenty-ninth 
Division, the Newfoondlandors and the South Wales 
Borderers, had been left upon tlie north bank of the 
canal—^Avith them was the 16th Brigade of the Sixth 
Division who had been sent up to aid and relieve the 
Twenty-ninth. These troops had a cruel experience, 
us the enemy upon December 3 concentrated so heavy 
a fire upon them that they were driven back across 
the canal, the ]6th Brigade being partly broken by 
the severity of the attack. This incident led to a 
retraction of the line in this quarter. 

Eor the salce of continuity of narrative we shall 
now, before turning to the very important episodes 
in the north, show how the Guards came up in the 
south aud how the new hne was firmly established 
in tMs critical quarter of the field. The reader will 
therefore carry hack his mind to that fatefnl hour 
when the left of the Mfty-fiftli had been swept away, 
the Twelfth and Twentieth shattered, and the Twenty- 
ninth was holding on with all its strength in the first 
spate of the German flood. 

The Guards, who had been drawn out alter their 
hard spell of service in the Bourlon attack, were moving 
into a rest camp behiird the lines Avhen they weie 
stopped by the amazing tidings that the British line 
was hrokon and that the Germans were scattered 
anywhere over the undulating country in front of 
them. It was 11.16 and they were marching from 
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tlie Iianalet of Metz when the fiist news of disaster 
1 eaohcd them—^news which was very quickly followed 
by signs as gunners were met coming back with the 
sights and sometimes the broken breech-blocks of 
their abandoned guns in their hands. Over the ridge 
between Metz and the Gouzeaucourt Wood a numbei 
of gunners, sappers, and infantry came in driblets, 
none of them hurrying, but all with a bewildered air 
as though uncertain what to do. To these worried 
and broken people the sight of the taut hues of the 
Guards must indeed have been a great stay in their 
trouble. “ There were a good many men,” says one 
officer, “ coming towards us without arms or equip¬ 
ment, but these I presumed to belong to some unit 
resting in the vicinity.” It is only fair to state that 
several labour companies had been caught in the 
sudden storm and that many of the broken formations 
seem to have been from their ranks, though others 
behaved with extraordinary valour, and exchanged 
their spades for rifles with the greatest alacrity. The 
Guards moved forward in the direction of the turmoil, 
but their progress was slow, as there were gun-teams 
upon the narrow road. The 1st Brigade under 
General de Crespigny was leading, being the unit which 
had suffered least in the Bourlon fighting. The young 
Brigadier, a famous sportsman as well as a dashing 
but cool-headed soldier, galloped ahead in an effort 
to clear up the situation, and after doing a mile or so 
across country he suddenly saw the grey coats of 
German infantry among the trees around him. Biding 
back he halted his brigade in a hollow by Gouzeau- 
court Wood, fixed bayonete, and then, deploying 
them into the line, advanced them in extended order 
■across the fields. There was no artillery support at 
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all, but Jrotn tlio Iroiiii fcliere rame an occasional shell, 
■with the constant cracking ol machine-guns, ■which 
increased as tliey topped the low ridge bclorc them. 
‘‘ We advanced into -the blue in perfect lines,” says 
one who was present. Once imder fire the brigade 
Avent forward in short rushes of alternate companies. 
“ Our lellows were not shonting,” says the same 
witness, “ bub chatting among themselves, and smiling 
in a manner that boded ill for the Huns.” The 
2nd Coldstieams were on the right, the 2nd in the 
centre, and the 1st Irish upon the left, with the 2nd 
Grenadiers in close support. As cle Crespigny’s 
brigade came upon the fringes of the German advance 
they swept them up before them, keeping the Mets— 
Gouzeaucouit fioad as their right boundary, wMle a 
force of dismounted cavalry moved up upon the 
farther side. The Irish upon the loft passed through 
the wood and broke with a yell about 2 p.m. into 
Gouzeaucoui't village, which was not strongly held. 
The Germans bolted from the eastern exits and the 
Guardsmen passing through made a line beyond, 
getting in touch upon the left with the 4th Grenadier 
Guards of the 3rd Brigade, which formed up and 
advanced upon that side. They were aided in this 
advance by a small de^tached body representing the 
Headquarters’ Guard of the Twenty-ninth Division 
and by a company of North Midland B.E. who held 
their post inviolate all day, and were now very glad 
to join in an offensive. As the line advanced beyond 
the village they came into a very heavy fire, for the 
St. Quentin Kidgo faced them, and it bristled ■with 
maoLine-guns. Field-guns and 6 • 9’s were also playing 
upon ■them, but nothing could check that fine advance, 
which was in time to save a number of heavy guns 
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wMch. could by no possibility beremoved. It Tvas itself 
aided iu tbe later stages by tbe 20tb Hussars upon 
the right and by a brigade of guns of the Forty-seveuth 
London Division which swung into action straight 
from the line oJ inaich and did good service in sup¬ 
porting the attack. By nightfall the total ground 
gained was over two miles in depth, and a delinite 
line of Guardsmen and cavalry of the Second and 
Fifth Divisions covered all this section of the field, 
limiting and defining the German advance. General 
Byng must surely have breathed more freely when 
the good news reached his Headquarters for, but for 
this energetic operation, there was nothing to prevent 
the Germans flooding into the country behind and 
getting to the rear of the whole northern portion of 
the Thii'd Army. 

The real work of the Guards had been done when 
once they had dammed the stream, and their strength 
after their recent labours was hardly sufficient to 
carry them through a long battle, but in spite of this 
they were advancing once more upon the morimig of 
December 1. The same two brigades were in front, 
but the 2ud Grenadiers and 3rd Coldstreams formed 
the fighting line of the Ist Brigade, joining up on the 
left with the Welsh Guards of the 3rd Brigade. 
Cavalry was moving on the right of them, while on 
the left they were in touch with the Rifle battalions 
of the GOth Brigade covering* the village of La 
Vacquorie. The two brigades had diflerent objectives, 
the left brigade being directed upoh Gonnelieu, 
while the right moved upon Ganche Wood, the 
divisional tanks supporting the advance. The first 
brigade advanced with the battalions already named, 
and they swept iu magnificent order up to the 
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fringe of the wood wliere they were met by two 
successive counter-attacks which they repelled. The 
wood was cleared but there were many snipers 
in the trees, and the losses of officers and N.C.O.’s 
were proportionately Mgh. The tanks were held up 
by the denaene.sa of the forest. Cavalry came up 
upon the right, and with their assistance the wood 
was finally secured, together with some guns and 
several hundred prisoners. It was a fine feat of 
arms. 

The 2nd Brigade had a difficult task at Gonneliou 
and the Quentin Ridge. The Ist Welsh on the right 
and the 4th Grenadiers on the left headed the advance, 
but they were held up at once by machine-guus on the 
right until a tank lumbered up and saved the situation. 
Isolated parties of the 2nd Grenadiers forced tlieir 
way into the village, but it bristled with machine-guns 
and could not bo hold. h’inaUy the line was formed 
200 yards from the western edge. 

That night the Guards were drawn out after their 
onerous and splendid service, being relieved by the 
Ninth Division. lu the week they had lost 126 
officers and 3000 men, but they had turned the tide 
of battle upon the critical instant of a critical day, 
when, amid commencing disorganisation, the presence 
of the moat highly disciplined and steadiest force 
in the British Army was particularly needed. Pew 
of our units can be fairly said to Lave added to their 
laurels in this sector of the second phase of Cambrai, 
but at least the Twenty-ninth Division and the 
Guj^rds can look back to it with every satisfaction. 

At La Vacquerie village and its environs, to the 
left of the Guards’ advance, some very fierce fighting 
had broken out upon the morning of December 1. 
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Tlie enemy began by endeavommg to out-flank tbe ('Hipn 1 
village upon tlie right, pressing down from Gonnelieu 
and attacking the sunken road known as Forster Lane 
which is north ol G-onnelieu. A company of the 9th 
Essex, somewhat shaken by its previous experience, pS!:' 
and the 12th Rifles held this position. The Colonel nov. so. 
and the Headquarters Stall of the Rifle battalion 
found itself engaged in a very lively free fight with 
the heavy masses of enemy infantry who were pour¬ 
ing down* Fusilier Ridge. By trickling forward small 
parties they managed to capture Forster Lane, but 
aU their attempts to get beyond it were beaten back. 
Captain Lloyd of the Rifles, who was prominent in 
the defence, fell mortally wounded, but the line, 
though heavily shelled and hard pressed, still held its 
ground. AH this occm'red to the south of the village 
which had itself been heavily attacked alter a very 
heavy shell-fall. The German bombers, who came 
on very bravely, drove their way into the village 
but were ejected once more, the Riflemen leaving 
their trenches to pelt them with bombs. A second 
attack was even more fiercely pressed. “ The 
Germans who attacked La Vacquerie,’’ says one who 
was present, “ were brave and determined men and 
their bombers were well trained, but our men had 
been told to hold the village at all costs, and 
gallantly led by their officer’s and N.C. ofifleers 
they carried out their orders.” In the evening the 
Riflemen still held the shattered ruins of the village, 
but they were utterly exhausted by their splendid 
exertions, and never was a relief more welcome than 
when the 183rd Brigade of the Sixty-first South 
Midland Division came up after nightfall and took 
over the hazardous charge. In the final readjust- 
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menL ol the Britisli line the village of La Vacyuerie 
remained with the Gci-mans. 

The enemy had suftcied heavily, and as will be 
showii gained absolutely nothing in the north, but 
hi the south it must be admitted that he had sub¬ 
stantial trophies, including a sta-ip ol British line, 
some thousands of prisoners, and about 100 guns, 

ft was the first tmly succcsslul ofi'ensive on a 
large scale which he had made since the gas attack 
upoji April 22, 1915, nearly two and a half years 
before, and it would be a sign of a poor spirit if rve 
did not admit it, and applaud the deftness and courage 
of the attack. 

After several days of quiet the Germans tried one 
other taste of the -quality of the Guards by a sudden 
assault upon their now line on December 6. They 
advanced bravely in two linos from Gonnelieu, but 
were beaten ofl by close i-ifle-fixe. As they lurued 
their flight was greeted with a volley of bombs fiuni 
their own people behind them. It was observed that 
the. stormers upon this occasion earned tJieir packs 
as though they meant to stay. A good many of them 
did so. Next day the Guards were relieved by the 
Ninth Division. 

We shall now turn to.Woolcorabe’s Fourth Corps 
in the uortheru sector which extends from Tadpole 
Copse upon the left to that solid centre of resistance 
furnished hy the two veteran divisions at Marcoing 
and at Mesrieres. It was upon the left of this curve 
that the German attack broke upon November 30 
from the Hindonburg Line to the village of Fontaine, 
a front of about six miles, the object being to out off 
the whole Bourlon salient. The attack, which began 
about nme o’clock, difiered from that on the south, 
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bcoausG the element of surprise was wanting and CuAPrcii 
because the ground was such that the attacking ^ 
troops could be plainly seen. The final result was 
to push back the British line, but this was mainly as 
a readjustment to correspond to the change in the iwf 
souLh. To efieet this small result all accounts are s<i. 
agreed in stating that the Gormans incurred such 
murclcious losses that it is improbable that any have 
been more severe since the early days of the war. 

If, on Lhe balance, the British lost the day m the 
south, they gained it in the north, for with limited 
loss to themselves they inflicted most severe punish¬ 
ment upon the enemy. 

The arrangement of the troops upon the northern 
curve of the battle line was as follows. Forming a 
defensive flank between the old British line and 
Tadpole Copse was the 168th Brigade, and to its right, 
facing Moanvrea, the 169th Brigade, both of them of 
the Fifty-sixth London Territorial Division, which 
had been a week in the fighting line and was very worn. 

Next to them upon the right was the Second Regular 
Division under General Pereira, from Mceuvres to 
Bourlon, with elements of the 6th, 6th, and 99th 
Brigades in front. Upon their right was the Forty- 
seventh London Territorial Division occupying tie 
line drawn through Bourlon Wood. Upon their 
right again was the Fifty-ninth South Midland 
Territorials near Fontaine, who in turn hnked up 
with the left of the Sixth Division, thus completing 
the semicircle of battle. 

Alter a short but very severe bombardment the 
German infantry advanced upon the hue from Tadpole 
Copse to Bourlon Wood, a front of about four miles. 

There were four fresh German divisions, with three 

n 
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otliera in reaervo, and the attack was driven on witii 
the utmost resolution, falling upon the outlying 
British outposts with a force which often destroyed 
them, although the furious resistance of these scattered 
liodics of men took all the edge ofi the onslaught, it 
was also beaten into the earth by the British artillery, 
which had wonderfully fine tai’gets as the stormers in 
successive lines came pouring over the open ground 
between Moeuvres and Bourlon. The artillery of the 
Eortieth Division had been left in the line, and a gunner 
officer of this unit described how his guns swung round 
and enfiladed the German attack upon the right as it 
stormed up to the line of the Forty-seventh Division. 
“ it was one howitzer battery, D 178, that first 
tumbled to the fact that the Boches were attacking 
and had driven in some of the Second Division posts. 
This battery swung its guns round at right angles, 
getting on to the advancing enemy in enfilade and over 
open sights. Every other battery in the coimtry 
opened within five minutes.” Every observer agrees 
that the targets were wonderful, and that it was only 
in places where tie ground gave him protection that 
the German storm troops could reach the expectant 
British infantry, who received him with such a 
miu'dorous fire of rifles and Lewis-guns that his dead 
were heaped thickly along the whole front. Seven 
brigad.es of British artillery were enjoying themselves. 

Taldng the action from the loft the outposts of the 
169th Brigade were driven in, hut put up a series of 
desperate fights. From Moeuvres to Tadpole Copse 
the action raged, and then the enemy poured out from 
the back of that portion of the Hindonburg Line which 
ran upon the flank of the 168th Brigade so that both 
units were involved in heavy fighting with a limited 
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field of fixe whicli gave fewer advantages to the defence 
than were found on the rest of the hno. The West- 
minsters, the London Scottish, the Post Office Rifles, ^ 
and the 2nd Londons all bore themselves with special c uniMii. 
bravery in a long day of desperate fighting during pni“c'.* 
which Commanding Officers were in at least one Not. so. 
instance compelled to stand, bomb in hand, defending 
their own headquarters. It was a grim battle, and 
the losses were heavy, coming upon troops which 
had already lost enough to shake the morale of any 
ordinaiy infantry, hut the thin ranks held firm and the 
positions were retained. At one time the Germans 
were round the right flank of the 169th Brigade, and 
so cut ofl a company of the 13th Essez. There is a 
wonderfully dour military spirit amongst these East 
Saxons. It was an anxious situation, and it was 
saved by the utter self-abnegation of the company iu 
question, who held a hurried council of war in wliich 
they swor e to fight to the death. This grim gathering, 
which might fui'nish a theme for a great artist, con¬ 
sisted of Captain Eohinson, Lieut. Corps, Sergeant- 
Major Edwards, Platoon-Sergeants Phillips, Parsons, 
Eairbrass, Lodge, and Legg. With a hand-clasp they 
returned to their work, and during the whole night 
their rifle-fire could be heard, though no help could 
reach them. In the morning they lay with their 
faces to the sky and their men around them, all time 
to their vow to death. It is a story to remomher. 

The left flank of the Second Division was hold by 
this sn-rne 13th Essex, the 2nd South Stafford, and 
17th Middlesex battalions of the 6th Brigade. This 
brigade was cut into two parte by the Canal du hTord, 
a huge trough of brick-work without any water, 
eighty feet across, with steep sloping sides. The 
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bridges across v/ere swept by Gorman fire, and tbe only 
transit was by ropes to belp tbe climbei'. All day the 
figlit raged Inrionsly here, the (lerinana within bomb¬ 
ing distance of the defence, whioli was never penetrated 
for an instant. Save for one small isolated trench 
with about seventy men this whole line held finu 
against every form of attack. Snipers and bombers 
fired across from bank to bank, while down in the 
dried bed of the canal there was constant close-range 
fighting. All night the difficult post was held, as was 
the line on the extreme left where the 17th Middlesex 
were blowing hack every attack with their well- 
sustained fire. There was uo more wonderful indi¬ 
vidual record in the battle than that of Captain 
MacReady-Diarmid of the 17th Middlesex, who fought 
like a d’Artagnan of romance, and is said to have 
killed some eighty of the enemy in two days of fighting 
before ho at last himself met that fate from which 
he had never shrunk. A V.C. was assigned to his 
family. 

On the right of the 6th Brigade was the 99th 
Brigade, the victors of Delville Wood, who were also 
furiously engaged, meeting such waves of German 
infantry as wore able to got past tlie zone of the 
British barrage. German field-guns unlimbcred 
suddenly on the crest looking down on the British lines 
only a few hundred yards ofi. The crews were shot 
down so swiftly that only one gim got in three 
rounds. Then there came a rush of two battalions in 
full marching order, debouching in fom's from Bomlon 
village, and deploying in the open. These also wore 
shot to bits. The whole front of the brigade was 
dotted with broken guns and huddled grey figures, 
while many, despairing of getting back, throw up Ihetc 
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hands and sought xei'ugc iti the British lines. Battahon CHAtita 

aiter hatfcalioTi was thrown in at this point, until the _L 

best part ot a division was spread Weeding over some 
twenty acres of ground. The three hattahona chiefly cjminii. 
engaged, the 1st Bei-kshircs, 17th Royal h'usiliers, and ph™. 
Iht Rifles fjoin riglit to left, had such a day as trench vm. 30 
warlare could never aflord. 

At the outset the force of the attack pressed back 
the 1st Berkshires upon the right, together with the 
left wing of the Forty-seventh Division. For a few 
moments the situation was alarming. However, after 
three hours of ding-dong fighting the volume of fire 
was too much for the atormers and they fell back. 

At the same time the 17th Royal Fusiliers, who had 
rallied under cover of their outposts, shot down every¬ 
thing in front of them. The Ist K.R. Rifles had 
a day of wonderful fighting—snipers, rifle grena¬ 
diers, Lewis gunners, and machine-gunners were all 
equally glutted with slaughter. “ The Germans in 
mass formation came on in waves offering a splendid 
target at a range from ICOO to point-Wank. In ad¬ 
dition they were enfiladed by the machine-gunners 
and subjected to very heavy fire from our guns 
for two and a half hours. The second attempt 
never looked like succeeding and was smothered, 
in a very short time.” 

The 17th Royal Fusiliers have been mentioned as 
being in the hne at this point though they really be¬ 
longed to the 6th Brigade. The fact was that in a pre¬ 
vious operation they had won a long trench advanc¬ 
ing at right angles to the British position and leading 
up to the Germans. This was called the " Rat’s TaU ” 
on account of its shape, and it was still occupied 
by the Royals when the attack broke out, so that they 
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OnArTEB were placed in a most difficult position and were 
pressed back down this long trencli, figktinga desperate 
Battle of ^6 told later. Tlioir presence in tlio 

CiUlibmu Rat’s Tail ” was the more unCoitimate as it helped 
Phosof to screen the Germans, and to contract tbe fire-field 
Nov. 30. of the main line behind them. After clearing the 
“ Rat’s Tail ” the remains of the battalion found them¬ 
selves upon the right of the 1st K.R.R. 

The re m ai nin g brigade of the division, the 5th, had 
some of its men also in the front line and as busy as 
its comrades. It is stated in the account already 
quoted that even the wounded men of the 2nd H.L.I. 
were propped up, so that they might continue to fire 
upon the Germans. It was a brigade which had 
aufl!ercd many an evil quarter of an hour in the past, 
and it is no wonder that the men took a fierce joy in 
such a fight when at last they could meet their hated 
enemy face to face. Side by side with the Highlanders 
were those veterans of 1914, the 2nd Oxford and Bucks, 
the battalion that broke the Prussian Guard. They 
also had many an arrear to wipe off, nor were their 
less experienced comrades of the Royal Fusiliers less 
intent upon the work in hand. It was a costly ex¬ 
perience for the War-lord and his legions. 

In the evening, save for the one loss at the Canal 
lock which has been already recorded, the whole 3600- 
yard front of the Second Division stood inviolate, and 
was clearly defined when the British force withdrew 
by the thick pile of German dead which marked it. 
Indeed it is claimed that at the end of the day the 
posts which were thrown forward by the defenders 
were more advanced than before the attack had 
broken. Those posts which had been overwhelmed 
in the morning were found to have perished most 
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gloriously, for in almost every case tlie British dead 
Avcro ringed round with, the bodies of their assailants. 
Among the many epics of these isolated posts none 
is more glorious than that of a platoon of the 17th 
Busiliers under the two Company Of&cei’s, Captain 
fcitone and Lieut. Lenzeery, both mentioned in de¬ 
spatches, who fought absolutely to the last Tnn.n in 
order to give time for the main body behind them to 
get ready for the assault. The official report of the 
officer commanding says : “ The rearguard was seen 
fighting with bayonet, bullet, and bomb to the last. 
There was no survivor.” The annals of war can give 
few finer examples of military virtue. 

Another splendid epic had been furnished by the 
posts of the l&t Berhsldi'e battahon upon the right of 
the Second Division. They were aU drawn from one 
Company under the command of Lieut. Valentin, also 
mentioned for his gallantry. The Glermans surged in 
upon them in the afternoon, and there was a most 
grim and terrible fight. Three of the posts were de¬ 
stroyed, but when the ground was regained it was 
difficult to fiird the British bodies on account of the 
pUes of German dead which were heaped roxmd and, 
over them. Sis other posts remained intact after six 
hours of close fighting, in which they were continually 
attacked by superior numbers who feU in heaps before 
the steady fire of these experienced soldiers. Eapid 
fire had been brought to perfection by tbe training 
system of the Second Division, and General Pereira was 
justified of bis wisdom. The six weary posts which 
remained intact after the storm had passed are said 
to have MUod not less than five hundred of their 
assailants. 

Gorringe’s Forty-seventh London Territorial 
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Division upon fclio light had endaiecl a similar ex¬ 
perience to that of their connadey of the Seeoiid 
Division, and Kennedy’s 140th Brigade upon the left 
had boon paiticularly strongly engaged. The Gth 
London Rifles and the 15th Civil Service Rifles Jield 
the post of honour, and the conditions were much the 
same as those already desenbed, save that the fi.eld ol 
Are was more restricted. In the afternoon attack, a 
gap was formed between those two battalions, but was 
quicldy closed by one of those heterogeneous musters 
of signallers, orderlies, and general utility men who 
have so olton done good and uuobtiusivo seivicc— 
silent supers who suddenly spring into tlie limelight, 
play the part of the hero, and then fade away to the 
vdngs once more. This attack of the afternoon fell 
with great force upon the right unit of the division, 
the 141st Brigade who lay in their gas-masks halt 
poisoned with mephitic vapours among the brush¬ 
wood of Bourlon Forest. These flue troops, the 
London Irish, Poplar, fc>t. Pancras, and Blackheath 
ba.ttalions, endured all that gun or gas ecmld do, and 
held their whole line intact until the evening. 

In the early morning Woolcunibe’s Fourth Corps, 
exhausted in body but tidumphant in the knowledge 
of the terrible losses which they had inflicted upon the 
enemy, withdrew unmolested and in absolute oivlej- 
to the smullcr perimeter which had been marked out 
for them by General Byng when he had time to 
realise the exact effect of the Gorman gains upon the 
south end of his line. Everything portable was 
carried oil by the retiring troops, who made it a point 
of honour to leave nothing at all to the enemy. Tlueo 
days later, in conformity with the general plans, the 
lines were laid down afresh along the Flcsqui^res 
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lliclgc, so thattho wliole salient was smootlied out, and 
yet B)m,g’s troops held all bhe solid advantages gained 
upon November 20 in the shape ol a long stretch of 
the TIindenburg lane. This contiimed to be the 
permaueni position of the Third Army during the 
winter, and up to the fateful 21st of March 1918, 
wlicrr the great Gleriuan thrmdoibolt was hurled. 
Tu the movements entailed by this withdrawal there 
was no molestation from the enemy save that the 
rearguards of the Forty-seventh Division were strongly 
engaged. Two companies of the 15th Civil Service 
Rifles were lor a time out oF, but broke their way 
through all resistance and rejoined the main body. 

On the noj'th of that now portion of the line which 
had boon established by the (luards and taken over 
by the Ninth Division tliere was a long ridge called 
Welsh Ridge, ruiming up from La Vacquerie Farm. 
TJio onotny was still strong in this quarter where the 
British artilloiy was particularly weak—a defect 
which was partly compensated for by the loyalty of 
i,lio neighbouring Fi'oncli Commander. The Sixty- 
first South Midland Territorial Division had taken 
over from the Twelfth in this area and found 
themselves involved in several days of hard fighting, 
in the course of which La Vacquerie Farm was 
lost to the Badoners, but the geireral line of the ridge 
was maintained, consolidated, and turned into the 
permanent front of the Army. 

So ended the swaying fortunes of this hard-fought 
and dramatic battle, b^iniiiug with a surprise attack 
of the British upon the Germans, and ending by an 
attack of the Germans upon the British which, if not a 
surprise to the commanders, at least produced some 
surprising and untoward results. The balance of these 
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OnAPTBu vfttied actions was greatly in favour of the British, and 

_L yet it could not be denied that something of the glojy 

aluicof satisfaction of Byng’s splendid origiun,] victojy 
Ciiubui. were dimmed by this misatlafantury epilogtic which 
piia""' was only made less disiistroua to the Bj'itish cause by 
Dlo. i. the very heavy losses which then' enemy meurred upon, 
the northern sector. On the balance in ground gained 
the BiiiLsh had a solid grip of 11,000 yards of the 
famous iriudenbmg line, as against an unimportant 
British section between Vendhuille and Gonnelieu. 
In prisoners the British had 11,000 as against 6000 
claimed by the Cermans. In guns the British tank or 
destroyed 146 against 100 taken or destroyed by their’ 
oneraies. In the larger field of strategy the whole 
episode was fruitful as it stopped all reinforcement of 
the Germans in Italy during the critical weeks while 
the Italians wore settling down upon the Hue of the 
Piave. One result of the action was a reorganisation 
of the British machine-gun system which was found 
to have acted in an unequal fasliion during the opera¬ 
tions, some formations giving excellent results while 
others were less satisfactory. 

The Battle of Cambrai virtually brought the fight¬ 
ing of 1917 to an end, although there were several 
sharp local actions at different points along the lino 
—actions which woidd have filled special editions in 
former wars, and now cam hai’dly be afforded a para¬ 
graph if any just proportion be observed. Cldof 
among them was a spirited German attack upon the 
Sixty-third Naval Division upon December 29 in the 
sector of the Canal du Nord, which began by the loss 
of soma trench elements, but ended with httlo change. 
There was a sharp fight also early in December at that 
blood-stained country-house, Polderhoek Chateau, 
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whci'e tlie Now ZeaJanclers attacking upon a narrow CnAtran 

front made an attempt upon one of the most didlcult _L 

points in the Flanders line. Tlio men of Otago and of 
Canterbury proved once more wliat extraordinarily oambmi. 
good militajy material la bred in tbo great Pacific i*iu°u 
island, but after a sharp tussle in which both sides 
lost heavily, there was no substantial change in the 
position. 

Another local fight which was suffrcicntly serious 
to demand mention here was upon December 2, when 
the 26th Brigade of the Eighth Division with part 
of the Tbirty-sccoud Division stin-ed up the German 
lino ill the Planclera area. After two days of fighting 
matters remained here much as they started. 

The year 1917 had been a very glorious one both 
to the French and to the British Armies, which, 
pursuing their system of the limited objective, Lad 
hardly met with a single repulse in a long campaign. 

The victories of Arras, Messincs, Langemarok, Pas- 
chendaale, and Oambrai were added to the great 
record of Sir Douglas Haig and his men, while the 
French, save for the losses incurred in their great April 
attack, had an unbroken record of success. And 
yet in spite of these results in the West the year 
was a disappointing one for the Allies, since the 
Russian defection which involved Rumania in ruin, 
greatly weakened their position and clearly showed 
that the year 1918 would find them confronted with 
the whole force of Germany aided hy contingents of 
her Allies, Storm clouds piled high in the East. 

Only from over the far Western rim of the Atlantic 
oamo a slowly waxing light. 
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